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POETICAL WORKS 

JEOFF. CHAUCER. 

IN POURTKRN VOLUMES. 

'HE MISCELLANEOUS PIECES 

from Urtf'i Edition 1721, 

THE CANTERBURY TALES 

rrum 7>rvi!'i7/'i Rditii.n 1 7 7 f • 

Grata well CHAUCER wb*n ye mete— - 
Of diteu SBd o€ fongca gbdCs 
Tbt which he — uaiSe, 
The loBde fuUAlled if over all. GOWIX. 

MrmalAcrCHAUCER — chiefrpnetenfBreUrnc^- 
Whom til thit londc fcbulde cf ryi;Lt prefer rc> 
lUh of our lufigc be wu tbe IcMle-ften-e— - 
That made flrfl to dy ft /He and rayne 
The tol<i dew« dropya of fpccbe and eloqoeace 
lato our taaee thrugb hh excellence. LTDGATS, 

Tha hoooor of EngliOi looR i» dede— — 
ICy mayftcr CUAUCER, Aoure of eldquCACOt 
ICirraur of fruAuuua entcndemeat, 
Oalvcrfcl flidlr 1a fcie&ce — 
tU» loedU verray trefour and richcfib— ~ 
Ifbm flrBe fyndcr of nur f 1; re lansa.'^. OCCtETS . 

VeaatabiH CUAUCER, principall poete but pere, 
Hevbdy trampet,«»rlcgeand reKti'ere, 
b eloqucBCC balffle«coudiA and dial), 
Mflkf fbimtane, clere ftrand, and roit riall. 
Of Ikcfeha endlte throw Albioua iland br4':r!. OOIIGLAI. 

O tevcreiid CH A UC ER ! roi'e uf rethourit a!I » 
Asia on re toaait flour imperial 
Thatialfcta BrlitaM«eiir,«)ubareidisrI|(bt 
Thou bairlaof Mafccit tbe triumph* myall. 
The f refchc caauilt tcrmej ccleHlall : 
Thi* mater couth baif iilun^init full bricht, 
XVaa thou aucbt, of uur IokIU all tbe light, 
tarmoaat in R every toimg terrcilrlAll 
Aa far a* May i'l morniw dois midnight. DUNBAR. 
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MISCELLANIES. 



TROILUS AND CRESEIDE. 

IN FIVE B0KE8* 

PROCEMIUM LIBRI TERTlI. 

BUJ'ull light ! of whiche the betnis dere 

Adornith alld the third hevin faire, 

fonn'is life ! o Jo v'is doughtir dere ! 

Fldauoceof love! o godely debonairc! 

Id gentle hertes aie redy to repaire^ 

very caufe of hele and of gladrrefiet" 

Iheried be thy might and thy godenefTe ! ^ 

lo heven and hell, in yerth and the fait fe^^ 

Is felt thy might, if that I well difcerne, 

As mab, brid, befte, fiihe, herbe> and gren& tre, 

Thei felc in timis with vapour etcme : 

God lovith, and to love he woU naoght weme ; 

And in this worlds no liv'is creture 

Withoutin love is wroucht or maie endure. 14 

Ye, Jo vis, firft to thilke affedis glade, 

Through whiche that thingit livin all and be, 

Commendidin and amorous him made 

On mortall thing, and as ye lift aie ye 
Teve him ia love efe or adveriite, 
And in a thoufande formis doune him fetit 
¥at lave in yerth, and whom you lift he hent* 2 1 
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S TlOXLDt AHD CEB8BXOI. MtlUt 

Ye fiers Mais, sip^fin of his ifc,^ . ; • 
And asyoB itftyc-flMkiB Iwftts ^igMtp- ~" -=^==~ • — 
Algatis them th^t Jf^^ ii^ f fir^ * ^ ^ 
Thei dredin fhame, and vids thei rd^^; 
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Ye doen 'hem carteis b«, firtflie, iud beo^ne* 
And hie or lowfi |i£tic % wi^ht ffftwWh ^ . . 
The joyis thu h% hifth youl- might it fendedC ^ at 

YehoUmr«]gMamlhaDiifinji4itt» \ .. :.. ; 
Yefothfaflcaufe^frend(hi|^bcoatfbi. . .. ..>^.\ 

Ye knowin all ilhiUEf fio«q04.^aiil^ ..:.:» 
Of thingis whtfiftlte fioUto onwoaMi lb. i\ 
Whan thei can nat fttmfif IM bovRiftaiaie so 
She lovith him, or ^nhif he l<i<rithlier<i» - 
Aswhythis'ifhft-att^iacnmutktt^vcro.. $i 

YefoUcejilanttbBfcibtiQVpiivriiBv v . :-! 
And this knQWfi Illtthfiii thftt brin W» . 
ThatwhofoA4ftt^wilhyoah9Uith^wtfi(hL:,'T f. 

NowladiebrigkbyftrthylMo^tuce, •? ^ • *. .il 
At revcreoce jdthni thttiifnno: the, ■ .. u...j.^./j 
Whofe clerke I an^fo techich facidhiT* ..[...;!.: A 
^omejoie of tbftf Si lcitinitbyf(Kvn4e£..; ..:j...i i 41 
Ye in my nskid hcrt'is ft^iteeot ..:->¥ 

Inhilde^ and.dQe nac ihewe of thy fw8M«ffi>t: • I* 

Caliope!thyfoiocbeJiowpreftiit» so-' <i .ikk; >9 
For now is nedft; Soift thou 0a£«iy diftrdGs i vif .'0 
How I mote tell aAML right the gkdMfib tI .-.' f 
OfTroilustoVwosheryingJ .. : .;i ■ 4* 

To whzche gUdneiT^ who, oede hftth God hiinrhriiB(^ 



INCIPIT HBERTERtlUS. 

All yll Uui mcBC while this Ud T^oiix^ 
cording his leffon in Uiis maaere, 
ifeie, thought he, thu# woll I (stip a|id th^Sy 
at woU I plMD unto my ladie dere. 
It worde la j<o4e, ap4 this (haU he my ch^rc^ 
s n*ill I iv^ fpryetin in no wife : 
1 leve him werjkio as he can de vile. J 6 

Lnd, JLiordQ ! £f> t^t ^i^ herte begap to qif^ppf 
ing hjcr come, apd ih^rt gan for to fike ; 
I Pandams, ^t le44c her by the lappe* 
le n vc» and g»ii In At. the curtein pikr t 
1 ^ed, God ,4o^ bote OB all that Arc ii^ 1 ' ••' 
irhoishereyov.fiomipto vUite; . - . 
here U ^ Uwf is yflur. de^h to wife. *6^ 

'hmith it femid s^-. hfi wept almplte. . 
! quod TjrpUpf, £t> roUthfuUyf - 
ere me be, WQ P nightie God! thou wofte : 

if JiU ^re I fe fl.At truily. 

(quod Creieide) it if Papd^e JWd I, : 

fwetj^ herte> alas! I male p^t rife 

kfkele, and doe you honqur in fome wife* 70 

^ddreflidhipi upward; and (he right tho 

1 both her hom^s fioft i]pop him leie. 
for the love.^f 0«d <lee ye uptfb 

me I (^iiod.A^.} Ey^vjfkAt,\$ this to fei! 

, comen*.j)in j io ^qu/pt Cdoils tweic, 

I you to thonke, and/)f y^ttf I«v4ihipc Aa 

itinoaunce I would^ you befeke* ^ 77 



S IROILOS AND CRE8EIDE. BoJteL 

ThIsTroilus, that herd his ladie praie 
Of lordihip, him woxe neichir quick ne dedde, 
Ne might o worde for (hame unto it faie, 
Althoagh, fatsk ihouldin ftnkib of- his hedde. 
But, Lorde ! fo he woxe fodainliche alle rcdde ; 
And, Siff his lelTon that he wende conne 
To prayin her is through his wit irbtme. 1 

Crefeide all ifhis efpyid w<dl inough. 
For (he was wife, and loved hikti ner the la^e, 
All n*ere he* in all apcrte, 6f madd it toogh. 
Or was to bojde to fing a foPis mafle ; • 
But whan bis (hame began' (bhvwhat to jlafle 
His refohsi as I maie my rimis hoMe, 
I woU you tell as techin bokis olde. % 

\vL chaungid foicet right for hie very drcde, 
Whiche voiee eke quoke, and therto his aiuiaero 
Godelie abaih*t, and now his hewis rede 
Now palej unto Crefeide his ladie dere, 
With loke doune caft and humble yoklin there, 
I^o the aldirfirft worde that him afterte* 
Was twyis, Mercie, mercie, my dere herte ! 5 

■ And ftitat a while, aind whan hb might out briof 
The nditt word, was, God wote^for I have 
As faithfully fts I have had konaiikg 
Ben your'is all, God fo my foold fave. 
And ihall, tiFl that I wofall wight be grav«g 
And though I dare no can auto yon plain 
1 wis i fufir not the laffd paia« I( 
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I maie out brings andif^bM y<MA 4i(][)i^(# • 

That (hall I w^cke upoQ VPvne owad 4J£o 

Right fone I ^rowe, aii4 4ce your bale a^ tip^ 

If with my dcth yoQT hert 1 maie ap9^f ; 

But fens that ye |ua herd me (bmwhat ficy 

Now retche I ncvif how fone that I dfie* I Zt 

Therwith (h» npaaly i«ro wa to h^bc^d^ 
It might have made w h^rtc of Aova to rcw^ 
And Pandare wept a» he to t^atir moQUL 
And pokid evir his ncce pewe and net^e^ 
Andfayi(|,Wobfgenbenhertistnifl; ' 
For love of God make of (his thing an endc^ 
Qr flea us both at Aoes er thai y Q w«Ddf« 1 1 jlH 

I, what ? (quod (he, ) Sy God afl4 by ipy UQoti^ 

! n*ot nevir what y« wilnc tb^ t (e|c» '. 

Eic ! what ? (qu0d*e> tb>t; ye Have Oft hm VQ^ih . . 

For Godd'is W.ye» and deetb bin iMvt t« ]d«ie, . 

Now thaa thus, (quod ibc;) I woUii^ bim preic . 

To tellip mf the fine of bis enteqte ; ■ 

Yet wift I savir well what that he mciK«. za( 

What th%t I meoe, o my fw^9 bertd dcrc ! 
(Quod Troilus) o gode\y fre(b4 and fr^ I 
That with the ft^eAis of yoor eyin cUrt 
Ye wouldis (amtime fraqdly ommtUr 
And than agrein Uu^t \ vn^ ban ho 
Withoutin b^ufl^b^ Qf ykfi on any wife 
{a tropthe alwaie to.iW y^lk my foTfifrt iSt 



As to my ladie right, and cheftf refort. 
With all my witte and all my diligence, 
Aod I to have right asyov lift comfort, 
Under yoar yerde cgall to mine offence. 
As deth, if that I brekin yoor defence. 
And that yc digne me fo mochil honour 
Mc to commaundin aught in any hour, I4< 

And I to ben yoor very hemble, true. 
Secrete, and in my painis pacient. 
And evir to defirin frefhly newe 
To fervin, and ben aie like diligent, 
And with gode herte all wholly yoor talent 
Recevin in gfe, how fore that me fmerte : 
Lo/this mene 1, o mine owne fwet^ bene ! 14^ 

(Quoid Fandaras) Lo ! here an hiird requefi, 
1 1 And refo'nable a ladie for to weme ; • - 

j Now ti^^ Ihiatft by Natall Jot'Is feft. 

Were I a god ye Ihoaldin fterve as yeme, • 
That herin. welt this man wol nothing yeme 
But your honor, and fene him ahnofte fterve, 
And ben fo lothe to fuffre* him you to JTerve. 15^ 

With' that ihe gan her eyin on him caft 
Full eiily and full debonairly, 
A viling her, «b4 hied her not to faft 
With ner a word*, but faiedhim foftily, •• 
Mine honour fafe I woU weU trfrily. 
And in foch^ forme as ye can kiow-d^^e, 
R£ievinhimfull)rtoipyfertifei - I^ 



TJUMLU8 AND-CRK&CIDB. IK 

fog hith, for Godd'is Iotc, that he ' 
hoDOttPof trotith and gental]ociIc» 
jncoe, eke menin well to me, 
! honour with wit and bniineire 
; tnd if I raole doen him gladnefle 
mdorthc iwis I D*ill not faine : 
le all whole, no lengir ye ne plain. i6Z 
th^efle thia warne I you, (quod ihe ; 
fonne although "ye be iwis,. 
lU no more haYe fov^raiate V 
love than right in that' cafe is, • 
fetbere if ye doen amis 
in you,' and while that ye me fcrve 
you right aftir that ye deferve. X7J 

ortily, dere herte, and all my knight ! . 
I, and drawith you to luftineiTe, 
11 tfuely, with all my full mi^btt 
ir tourin all to fwetinelte, 
that maie do you gladnefle ; 
f wo ye ikall recovir bliife, 
in armis toke, and gao him kifle. 1 8a 

ndarus on knees, and up his eyen 
threwe, and helde his hondis hie; 
11 god ! (quod he) that maiefl not dien, 
>f this thou maxfl the glorifie, 
us, thou maid makin melodie : 
n honde me femith that in toune 
niradc I here echc beU founc. X S9 



TZ TR&ILUS AMD CRESEIDE. ^aif 

But ho ! no more now of this ilke mkten? ; 
For why. ? this folke woU tanuA tip aoone 
That have the tetdr rtide V in n fiemlMie I 
But I conjnretiw Crdiiida none. 
And thoa «o tfoSbn^ ^km tlwv msoft g^ne. 
That at mine JMvft ye ben kt my wtniSiig, 
t^or I full 'Well fluU fta^ your comailiig; tjH 

And 96kk thpre yovbeitM right iiMMgli, 
And let fewhicbtttfyott-flddlbM the hell . \ 
To fpeke of loT«,«id rIgftttlMrwftIi he 1««|^ 
For there have y« ft leiifiM' to teiib . 
(Qpod Troibs) H#wfeiig^Aai( llimdweil -'. 
£r this btiof^t Q^be,'lM)M tbM.niieftTifl *' 
This thing iiMUbtrigiitiB»yo«lift4rrife. tKii 

Willi ttet HMm ttd aUb 0dpht>lmt:-' '■ • \ 
Tho comin npwwd, righr«t die Aalr<.*« cnde^ . .! 
And, Lontelidth^lpui gif«nlii Trvihu^ A. 

His brothir and hiiTvAiir fibr tb Usnde. 
(Quod Pandanis) It tunc it ihttt line ^ivMKles 
Take, need mine, your Ifvft at ihma all thre, * 
AAdlet*h«iafpeke,aDd«Ni)idilbitdi^itk'Bw. nii 

She toke herUnre »t 'bem full teiftily^ 
As (he well <o«kl, and this li^ iwenoce 
Unt9 Dm ftiU ydiddftn bmily. 
And wondir wIbH fpekia iK-lMr-aMiilc* 
Of her, in praifing of her eiceUoBct,' ' 
Her goTirmumee, hter wit, lad her ttuntiv • 
Cammendidia, tiiat it jbid-tAitolierc. tftf 
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BAeTiL TftOItUt AMD CttSIlOT. T\ 

Now let her weode onto her own2 place, '. ' 
And toumin we to TVoilas againe, 
That gan full lightly- of the lettir pace 
That Deiphobns had ia the gardine faine, 
And of Helen and of him he would feine 
Delivirid ben, and laied that him left 
To flepe, and aftir talis have a reft. 1 3 4 

Helen him kift, and toke her leve as blive, 
Deiphobus eke, and home went every wight, 
And Pandarus as £ifte as he maie drive 
To Troilus tho came aslind right. 
And on a paillet all that gladd night 
By Troilus he Uie whh merie chere. 
And well was them that thei werin yferte. 23 z 

Whan every wight was voidid but thei two. 
And all the doris werin faft ifliet, 
To tell in (hort, withootin wordis mo, 
This Pandarus withoutin any let 
Up rofe, and on his bedd*is fide him fet. 
And gan to fpekin in a fobir wife 
To Troilus as I ihall you devife. 'X^'i 

Mine aldirlevift JLorde, and brotbir dere ! 
God wot and thou that it fate me fo fore 
Whan I the fawe fo languifhing to yere 
For love, of whiche thy wo wore alwaie more, 
That 1 with all my might and all my lore 
Have ever fithin doen my bufinefTc 
^'^ To bringin the to joie out of diftrefie ; 245 

Foiume IX, B 
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f 4 .Tftauvi ASS cti»»BS. 2Ba6r j. 

And Ivpw i^bnmght to fodw plitc a» Aob wckQ 
S<> that through oie thon ftoodift mwoii'WBie 
'^ofarin wellflfaieitfernolxift;- : 

And woft thoa feriiy- f but fluune it it to faie^ ■ . 
For the have I bcg6n a game to plaie . 
Whiche that I nevir doen Ikall ck for other, . 
^tho he were a thonfande fi>ld mj facotber s I^H 

Thatis to fiue, for the am 1 become^ . 
Betwiz^ game and erneft, focbe a mene . 
As makin women unto men to come. 
All faie I nat, thou vqft well what I meaa. 
For the hav^ I my seee, of yw» done. 
So fally made thy gentillnefle t» trift 
That all flull ben right as thy felfinliA. %$% 

Bn^ Ood, that all wott«rh, take I to witne^ 
That nevir this for covetife I wroaghtf 
l^ut onely for to abredge that diftrefle 
For whiche well nie thou deydift, as me thought i 
But, gode ttiyithhr, doith now as the ought 
For God4*is love, and kepe her out of blame, 
8|as thou art wife, and f^ve alwaie her name : %^ 

For wd tllmi wofte the name as yet of her 
Emonges the pcple' as (who faieth) halowed it» 
For that man n unbore, I dare well fwcre,' * 
Thatcvir wift that fhe yet di4 amis: . 
But wo is me that I that caufc all thi* 
Maie thinkin that flic is my neci dere, . 
AndIhcrcmc,jiiidt|:aitoarekeifer?u %fl 



MIU* Tiotitrs ANb cRxttibii r^ 

And wer it wiH that I through tnibc engine 
Had in^mynece iput this fantaiie 
To doen thy luft, and wholly to be thine. 
Why, all the worlde wouldin upon it crie. 
And fayin that I the worft trecheric 
Did in this cafe that drir was begon, 
And flic fordon, and thou right nought iwoA. tSo 

Wlierefore er 1 woU ferthirgone orpoat 
Yet efte I the btibcheand fullyiaie 
That privite go with us in this caitii. 
That is to faioe, that thou us nevir wraie ; 
And be not wrothe though I the ohlapraie ■ 
To holdin fecre foche an high mattec^ . ■ 
I«r. (kilf uU is (thbb wofte well ) my praier. a8 7 

And thmke what wo there hath betid erthif 
For ttialung of aVauntis, at men red^>. ■ ■ 
And what mifchaunce in this worlde yet there it 
Fro daie to dale right for that wickid dede, ' 
For whicbc tfaefe wifd derkis that ben dede - 
Have evir this proYerbid to us young. 
That Tifjirjl virtue is So kefe tht tnung* 294 

And n*ere it that i wilne as now abrtdge 
Diffufion of fpeche, I could almofte 
A thoufande old^ ftories the aledge 
Of women lode through falfe and foi'is bofie ; 
Proverbis canft thy feif tnow, and ^oftc 
Aycoifl that vice for to ben ablabbe 
AU laied men dpthc, as oftin as thei gabbc. 3c X 
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l6 TKOllUS AND CKJL8EIDe« Bale I 

O tongrie, alasi fo oftin here before 
Hall thou made many' aladie bri^t of hewc 
Saied, WelawMMii^ daktKtt,! wm bone i 
And many,* a-m9idiptiQnrarfiiMrJonBwe.t . 
AndforthemonLpartetilnlMitaBtme • 
That men of yelp»j«(id it wer bought feo prere ; 
Oflundi«metY*<uitDiM'»tolcf«. • • 3^ 

Avauntimr^ndoLliv all iejODC, 

As thus ; I fuppofe Asvomaofgnnsi- aie 
Her love, tod favrtkllutoUuc woU-flis soae». 
And I am fvflBDC taboldtQ tft lease, 
Andaftielg^eidiittivtoocdife}.- : .i * 
lwi8lamavai|Bi«nrAtiiiekft* .. 
Afidlier8ke»£af{.bidkcjnyUMifttf - :.;i 31 

NMiakiiktbaA if tU beoo( to bltme . • ^ 
SochemamrfoUE«jiHifttftallclB|ie*Jbem,wlMit2 - 
That.*bail aoamtjai woipea, tjnd by naae* 
That yet bchsgifaiI!lKai nevirtlMiiieitbtf, 
Ne knowib^boB^i* wan tbm siine jolde lot s . 
No wondir is, f« lOo^ iw feodia hele, 
Tliioughwpmcji4radisiwithtisviiies»iodcl«.. 31 

IfaienfitiuCQriipaBiibriiftDfyoiit i 
Ne for no wife qiea, baft iiar foUfc ju^« 
And for (he harmrd»t in thfpworUe is lunr 
As we^ j^|qfie«ft as £tfiiuUice» 
for well wote i cb^ in wife fdhg^rbaf Yice 
No woman drat, if flie he mtM avifed^ 

lSorfFi/immU9,fyfilUiarmed^^ii/U. i^ 

. .i 
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Bihlll, TftOtLtSAaSCRKSiXDS. 17 

Bat now to parpofe, lev2 brothir dere! 
Have all this thing that I have faied inminde. 
And kepe the clofe, imd be now of gode chere. 
For all thy dates thou ihalt me true yfinde \ 
I ihall thy proccffe fet in foche a kinde^ 
And God tofome, thait it ihall the fnffife^ 
fbr it (hall bis right as thou wolt devife . 336 

For well I wote thou menift well ptrde»> 
Therefore I dare this fully undirtake ; 
Thou woil eke what thy ladie gnuratid the^ 
Anddaieisfctthecharteriatomikkd: .. 
Have now gode night, 1 male 00 lengir wake^ 
And bid for me, iith thou art now in blififcy 
That dod nie fendd deth or food lifCe. 343 

Who might y tellih halfe the ]oie ot hUst 
Whiche that the foule of Troilus tho felte 1 
Bering the* effed. of Paddarus behefte 
His old^ wo, that made his herte to fwelt^ 
Gan tho for joie to waftin and to melt» 
Andfdl the rehetingofhisfikes fore ^ 
At onis fled, he felt of *hem no more ( 35 o 

But right fo as thefe holtes and thefe hayii 
That han in wintir dedde yben and drie 
Reveftin^'hem in grene whan that Maie'aSy 
Whan every luftie beile liftith to pleie, 
Right in tha; feifin wife, fotjie for to ftde, 
Woze fodainly-his hert& full of joie, 
That gladdir wai thcf ef ncTir man in Troie ; 35 7 

BLii 
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And gaAhii lake MiPtadmnvp caA <■ 
FullfQbiiiy,Mid£rieii%4Utiris, .. . ; ;. 
And (Bfid^fiteQ^iK, mAprilliiltf hfty •: 
As well (Mb Wioft, if k reaifiBiliii' tittvr < 
How nigh the-dcth ktrmm tkkm fonodi^^f , 
And how 4ioaldidd{ft.'idlitb3riiBiQtAB : :- 
Tl^knowe of JteArowifciif ■qrfiiftTrflpj. : 3^ 

Thouwofclnirini^Iitfsi^arejtD^raSc. . 
Tq the that ait tiMWABll^Uicfttrift, ' 
Andpe]9UaMnBB^tiw^'lcvnu%. ... 
That wift 1 iidl^'te tcEsc i£tiie lift,. : 
SithlMMhtiva^tlaethy.felfitwift. ^ . . { 
How du^ft.1 inoiteUiv oltliitiaalete 
^^Cllat quake noiiFitfeoMwi^'maie^aliett} 3)^ 

But nacSi&fie;;lqr that Godi the f-wirc. 
That as Urn lift wie ali tiits-worid :go«aenie. 
And if 1 lie AdiUlcs with hufpere 
Mine hert^teknrc^'all wseremy life etcrpe,- 
As I am mort^ if I JMe cnr ycmc 
Wou^ it bewraw, or4ttrft,.ar ^iMild, ^coaoe^ 
f^3f all the gode tliat Ood made ondir.fooat 1 .3^! 

That T^tliir die 1 would aad:de(eRinoa, : 

Asthinkithmeikoipf/^Qckidiaiirilaiay 

In wretcludaclTe, infill^, and in verauntf^ -•. 

Captifetocrinlilpa|^AgakiMnNioini{i .> 

And this ip an the tcmplif ofi^a toon, ■ 

Upon the goddia all, IwoU die fWeret 

Tp morp we tiaic, if that the likith here. 385 



s 



MthlJX. TtOILUS ANDCttSElfit. I9 

And that thou haft fo moche idoen £br me 
That I ne.maie it nevirmore defenre 
This knowe 1 well, all might 1 now for the 
A thoufande tsmis on a morowe fterve ; 
1 cao no more but that I woU the ferve 
Right as thine own ilavetWhithir fo thon wende, 
Fnr evinncre unto my Uv'is ende. ^% 

But here with al mine herte I the befedic 
That neyir in me thou deme fochefolie. 
As 1 (haU (ain^, me thought by thy fpeche. 
That this whiche thou me doeft for compuiie 
1 fhould wenifl it were a baud^ie i . . 

I am not wode all if I ieude ybe : 
\t is nat fo, that wote I well parde. 399 

But he that goeth for gold or for richefle 
On foche meEagis, call him what ye lift. 
And this that thou doeft, call it gehtilnddie, 
Compaffion, and felowihip, and trift, 
Departiu it £0, for widewhere is wift 
How that there is diverfite requered 
(et wixin thingis like, as 1 have lered . 406 

And that thou knowe 1 ne thinke not ne wene 
That this t^rricc a fliame be or a jape, 
I have my fair^ fuftir Polyxene, 
CaiTandra', Helen, or any of the frape. 
Be fli^ ne vkf fb faire or well ifliape. 
Tell me whiche thou wilt of everichone 
T];^have for thine, and let me than alone. ■ 413 
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But dth^iat thou haft doen xne this fervioe 
^ly life to fave, and for non hope of mcde^ 
So for the Ibye of God this grete emprife 
Performe it qut,for now is the mofte nede ; 
For high and kywe, withoutin any drede^ 
1 woU alwaie thine heftis alle kepe : 
j^ave now gode night, and let os bothd flepe. 

Thushiilde*hem cche of othir well apaied. 
That all the worlde ne might it bet amende. 
And on the morowe, whan thei were araied 
Kche to hu ownd nedis gan entcnde ; 
But Froilus, though as the fire he brende 
For iharpe defire of hope and of plefauncej 
He not forgate his gode wife govimannce ; 

But in hUmTelf with manhode gan reflrain 
£che rakill dede and eche unbtidlid chere. 
That all (ho that livin, fotlie for to faine^ 
Ne ihuuld have wifte by worde or by manerd 
What that he ment as touching this materc^ 
From every wight Jis fierre as is. the cloud, 
He was fo wife, and wel diflima'len coud. . 

And ail the while whiche that 1 now devUe 
This was his life^ with all his fuUd might, . 
By dale he was in Mart'is high fervicej 
That is to falq^ in armis as a knight. 
And fore the more part all the longd night 
He lay and thought how that he might yfer^ 
His ladie beAe, hear thanke for to deferre. 
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N*ill I not fwerin, although he laie foft, 
That in hU thought he n*a6 fomwhaC difelcd, 
*^e that he touroid on his pillowes oft, 
Vnd would cf that him milCd hav^ ben efed i . . * .' 
iutin fochc cafe men he nat alwaie plefqd . 
^or aught I wote, no more than was hiB, 
rh^t can ( deme of poffibilite. . . 44 1 

But cettAin U, to puqiofe for to go» 
That in this while, as writtin is in geflCy 
Ke fawe his ladie fomtime, and alfo 
She with him fpak«i w han that ihe durft and US^, 
And by thcr both avife, as was the beftci 
Appoindidin full warely in this nede, 
$0 as thei durft, how .thei wouldin pro€ede« . 4SS 

But it wgs fpokiu in^fu (hort a wile, 
in foche awaite alwaie, and in foche fcre» 
Left any wight devinin or deviie 
Would of *hem two, or to it laie an ere* 
That all this worlde fo lefe to *hem ne were 
As that Cupido would *hem his grace feode 
To makin of ther purpofe right an ende. a6s^ 

Bat thilke little that thei fpake or wrought 
His wife ghoAc toke aie of all foche hede. 
It fcmid her he wifte what ihe thought 
Withoutio worde, fo that it was no cede. 
To bid him aught to doen or aught forbede. 
For which (he thought that love, al come it late, 
Pf^e joie hadopenid her the y<Ue» . . 469 
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.Ajid (hortly to this procefle §ar to pace» 

ellAU werke and wordis he beiiit 
liat he fo full (lode io his ladle's grace 
liac tf^entite thoofimde timb er flle let 
z thonkld God (he erir with him met ; 
could he him goreme in foche fenricfc 

t all the worlde ne might it bet dcTife : 
For why ? ihe founde him fo difcrete in all. 
So fecrete, aad eke of ibche obeifaunce^ 
*Xhat well flie felt he was to her a wall 
Of fieele, and flielde from every difplefaunce» 
rrhat to yben in-^s gode govlrnaance. 
So wife he wasi, fhe was no more afered, 
I myene as ierre as it ought ben requered. 

And Pandarus to quicke alwaie the fire 
"Was evir iUke preil and diligent; 
To efe his frende was fet al his delire; 
He ihove aie on ; he to and fro was fent. 
He lettiri^bare whan Troilus was abfent^ 
That nei4r min as in his frend*is nede 
#teh>bare him bet than he withootin drede. 

But now paraWenturc fome man waitin wol 
That every, worde or fonde, or lokc or chere^ 
Of Troilus that l.rehercin flrold. 
In al this while unto his lady dere, 
I trowe it were a long thing for to here. 
Or of #hat wight that ftonte in fuchc diflointe 
liitf wordis al or every loke to pointe. 
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Forfothe I have not herde it done er this ' 
In ftorie none, ne no man here I wene, 
And though I would yet I could not iwia^ 
For there was fome epiftel 'hem betwcne 
That would (a« faith min audor) wei contene 
Nie halfe this boke, of which him lift not write; 
How ihould i than a line of it endite ? 304 

But to the gret effete than faie I thus. 
That ftonding in concorde and in quiete 
This ilkd two, Crefeide andl'rotlus, 
As I havp tolde, and in this time fwetc. 
Save onely oftip mightin thei not metp, 
Ne leifir have ther fpechis to fulfell. 
That it befil tight as I (hal you tell, j 1 1 

That'Pandarus, that evir did his might 
Right for the fine that I ihal fpeke of here. 
As for t« bringih to his houfe fome night 
His faire nece and Troilus ifere, 
Where as at leiiir al this high matere 
Touching her love were at the ful up bounde, 
l^d out of douttf a time to it yfoundc : 5 1 $ 

For he with grete deiiberacion 
Had every thing that therto might availe 
Fome caft, and put in execution. 
And peithir lefce for cofte ne for travaile ; 
Come if 'hem lifte *hem fhoulde nothing faile. 
And for to ben in aught efpyid there 
7'hat wi0e he wel an iqapolfib^e wcre» 5 :^ 
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And drfeddlefle it clere wsu in the wfiiSt ' 
Of every pie and evdry letgame, 
Now al is wel, for al the world It bliade 
In this matif bothd frenud and tame ; 
This chubit* is al redj up to frame ; 
Us liitkith naught bnt that we wetin woU 
A certaine hoare in whiche ihe comin flkoU; 

And Troilus, that al this pnrveiaaiiGe 
Knew at the IqI, >nd waicid on it aie, - 
And hereupon eke made gret ordinaunce. 
And foonde hh caofe and therwith his ar«y« 
Yf that he were ymiffid night or day. 
There while he was aboutin this fenrice. 
That he was gon to don his facriice. 

And mnfteiit fache a temple alone wake^ 
Anfwerid of Apollo for to be, 
And firft to-fene the holy laurir qdake - 
£r that Apollo fpake oot of the tre. 
To tellin him whan Orekis next (honld-fle $ 
And fol*^ let him no man, God forbede ! 
But praie Ap<41o helpin in this nede. 

Now is there litill more for to be done 
But Pandaftt Hp^ and, ihortly for to faine, 
Hight fone upon the chamiging of the mooe, 
IVhan lighftkffe Is the world a night or twaine. 
And ttart the welkin ihope him for to raine. 
He ftreight amorowe unto his nece went, 
Ye have wel herde the fine of his entente. 



JUUIIL TIOILDS ANDCRE8EIDB. 2$ 

^\''han he was comen' he gan anon to plaic, 
As he was wont, and of himfelfe to jape, 
And finally he fwore, and gan her faie 
I3y this and that, fhe (hould him not efcape, 
No Icngir done him aftir her to cape, 
But certainly that (he muft, by her leve. 
Come foupin in his houfc with him at eve. 5^1^ 

At which file lough, smd gan her firft excufc, 
And faid. It rainith, lo ! how ihould f gone .' 
Let be, (quod he) ne ftonde not thus to mufc ; 
This mote be don, ye fhal come there anonc, 
60 at the lad herof thei fel at one, 
. Or ellis fofc he fwore her in her ere 
He n*olde ncTir comin there ftie were. 567 

Sone aftir thiu fhe unto him gan rownc, 
And afkid him if Troxlus were there f 
He fwore her Nay, for he was out of towne, 
And faad. What, nece, I pofe that he were there, 
You durft nevir thereof have the more fere ? 
P'or rathir than men might him there afpic 
Me icvir were a thoufande fulde to die. . 574 

Nau'.',ht lift mine au^our fully to declare 
What that (he thought whan thnt he faid her fo, 
That I'niilu-i was out of tonne ilart , 
And if lie fiidc therof foth or no, 
hut ch:iL wirhout awaitc with 'lini to p-o 
She grauntid him, Crhe he hor that l>efou<?;ht, 
And as his necc obeyid as her ought. < t; t 

rdune JX. C 
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But natheleflc yet gran (he him befechcy 
Although with him to %f>Vkt it wasnofiere. 
For to beware of gofiihc peplis fpeche^ 
I'hat drcmin thingis which that nevir were. 
And well avifin him whoni he brooghc there; 
And faid him, £me, feos Fmuft on you trifb 
Luke al be wcl; I do now a»you lift. j8S 

He 1 wore her this by ftockis and by ftoikes, 
And by the goddis that in hevin dwell. 
Or ellis were him levir foule and bones 
With riuto King ai dope ben m Heli 
As Tantulas: what ihouldin I more tell? 
Whan a) was wel he rofe and toke his leve,- 

And (he to foupir came whan it was eve» 595 

With a ceriaiue numbre of her owne me0, 

And with her fayir nece Antigone, 

And ochir of her women nine or ten; 

But who was glad nowe, who, astrowyin ye? 

Cut Troilus, that llode and might it fe 

Throughout a litil window in a ftewe, 

1 her he bc(het till midnight was in mewe, 6c 

Unwift of every wight but of Pandare. 

But to the point. Now whan that (he was come 

With al joic, and al her frendis in fare, 

ft or eme anone in armis hath her nome. 

And aftir to the foupir al and fome. 

Whan as time was, ful fcftc thci 'hem yfet, 

^ W wot there was no deiaie fcrre to fct. 
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And aftir foupir gonnin thei to rife, 
At efc V7el, with hertis full frcfh and glade. 
And wel was him that coudc bed deviie 
To likin her, or that her laughin made : 
He fonge, ihe plaide ; he tolde a talc of \^''adc ; 
But at the laft, as every thing hath ende. 
She toke her jcve, aad nedis would thenswcnde. 6i 

But, o Fortune ! executrice of wierdef«, 
O influencis of the{e hevins hie ! 
Soth is that undir God ye ben our hierdcs. 
Though to us-beftis ben the caufis wrie ; 
I This mene I now, for ihe gan homward hie ; 

But execute was al befide her levc 
The goddis wil, for whiche (he mud bilcvc. 6 : 

The bente mone witli her horn is all pale, 
Saturn and Jove, in Cancro joynid were. 
That fuche a raine from hevin gan availc 
That every manir woman that was there 
Had of that fmoky raine a very fere, 
At the which Pandare tho lough, and faid thciinc, 
Now were it time a lady to gone hcnnc ? 6; 

But, gode nece, if that I mit^t evir plefe 
You any thing, than pray \ you (quod he) 
To don mine hert as now fo gret an efc 
As for to dwell her« al this niglit with me ; 
For why ? this i« your ownc houfc parde. 
For by my trouthe, 1 fay it nat in game, 
Tq wende at nowe it were to me a (liame. 6 
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Bat nath^lefle yet gan Que hiA befiMfaciif- 
AUhough witk liim to froaill ti(M«o£mi^- • 
For to beware oFgofifte pe^UafpedM^ .:: 
That dremui thiogfi wMeh thA aarir #cte»E 
And well airifin kiflB wbom-hebrMglit there f. 
And raid hkn, Sme, feDs F ln«ft oil joktrik 
JLokealbewel;ldottowa»7o«lift. .. 

He fwore her this by ftodua iad by iloia^ 
And by the goddis that in htftiA d«dly 
Or ellis wcre-hhs Ictir fook aad botas* 
With Ploto King at depe bes in beli 
As Tantalas : what (bouUiB I more tttt? 
Whan al was wel he roie aod tdbe hk lefc^ 
And (he to foupir came whan it w aic w , 

With a cenatne mimbre'of berowBC meft. 
And with her fayir nece Antigone, 
And ochir of her women mwe or teof*. 
But who was gUd nowe, who, asmowyki ye? 
But Troihis, that ftode and might itf« . 
Throughout a litil window in a ftewe, 
1 her he befhet till midnight was in mewe, 

Unwill of every wight but of Pandare. 
But to the point. Now whan that ihe wa 
With al joic, and al her frcndis in bac^ 
ti'T erne aoone in armishatb ber Domc, 
Anii aftir to the foupir al and fome, 
Whsn as time was, ful fcfte thei "hem yfct, 
' -«• J ^^ 1 1 th^re was do ddnie fcrre to Set, 
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And aftir foapir gonnin thei to rife, 
At efc wel, with hertis full freih and glade. 
And wel was him that coudc bed deviie 
To likin her, or that her laoghin made : 
He fonge, ihe plaide ; he tolde a talc of Wade ; 
But at the laft, as every thing hath ende, 
She toke her jeve, aad nedis would thenswende. 6i6 

But, « Fortune! executrice of wierdcA, 
inflaencis of theie hevin« hie ! 
Soth is that undir God yc ben our hierdes, 
Though to lis beilis ben the cautis wrie ; 
This nvene I now, for ihe gan homward hie ; 
But execute was al befide her leve 
The goddis wil, for whiche (he mud bilcvc. 6 1^ 

The bentemonewith herhornis aH pale, 
Saturn and Jove, in Cancro joynid were. 
That fuche a raine from htvin gan availc 
That every manir woman that was there 
Had of that fmoky raine a very fere, 
At the which Pandare tho lough, and faid chcnne, 
Now were it time a lady to gone hcnnc ? 630 

But, gode nece, if that I might evir plefe 
You any thing, than pray \ you (quod he) 
To don mine hert as now fo gret an efe 
As for to dweil her« al this night with me ; 
For why ? this i« your ownc houfc parde^ 
For by my trouthe, I fay it n at in game, 
T0 wende » nowe it were to me a (liame. 63 7 
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Crerddd, which that could a 



As halfe a-^cA'ld, toke hede of;hit jMnyvnf, . . ■ 
And fens it niaed, and si wat m a-flddc» . 
She thought at gode chqpe may IdweUia hcre^ ' 
And graunt it gladly with a frcod^iachetvi, 
And have a thooke, at grutche^iid than hUde, -*' 
For home to gon it may natwelLbetide. . . i 

I wol, (quod ihe) mine uodeiefe and derc I ' 
Sens that you lift ; it flul it t» be !b ; 
] am right glad with you to dtrdKBhesr; 
I feide but in game that I wdkdc goe. 
Iwls grauot mercy I nece, (quodhc^tlio^ . 
Were it a game or no« the-fothe.tO:tcl]y 
l^ow am I glad fent that you lift to dwell. i 

Th us al it wel ; but tho began aright 
The newe jpy, and al the feft againc; 
But Pandarus, if godely had he mighty 
He would have hyid her to beddc futi faine. 
And faid, O Lorde ! this is an hugiraine. 
This wdre a wethir for to flepin in. 
And that I rede us fone to hegim 3 t 

And, nec^, wote ye where 1 wol you laie ? 
For that we (hui uat Uggin ferre afonder. 
And for ye neithir ihullin,dare I faie» 
lii rill the nolfe of rainis ne of thondcr. 
By God right in my licil clofetiyondery 
And I wol in that uttir houfe alone 
JScu wardain of your women cvcrichone ; i 
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And in this middle chambre that ye fe 
Shal all your women (lepin wel and fofte, 
And there I fayid (hal your felvin he, 
And if ye Hggin wei to night come ofte, 
And carith not vdiat wethir is aiofte. 
Goth in anone, and whan fo that ye left 
Go we to flepe, I trowe it he the heft. 672 

There o'is no moi^, bat here afrir fone 
Thei drank, votdid, and curtins drew anone ; 
Gan every wight that hadde nought to done 
More in the place oat of the chambre gone ; 
And evir more fo ftemeliche it rone. 
And blewe therwith fo wondeHich^ loude. 
That wel nigh no man herin othir coude. 67^ 

Tho pandarus her erne, right as him ought, 
With women fnche as were her mofl: aboutc, 
FqI glad unto her beddMs fide her brought, 
And toke hin leve, and gan ful iowe to loutc, 
And faid, Here at this clofet dore withoute 
Right ovirthwart your women liggin all. 
That whom ye lift of *hem ye maie fone call. 686 

So whan that (he was in the clofet laide, 
And al her women forth by ordinaunce 
A bedde werin, there as I have yfaide, 
There n*as no more to ikippin nor to prauncc 
But bodin go to beddd with mifchaunce, 
If any wight ftering were any where, 
Aod Ict'hem fleptn that abedde ywere. 693 

- "1 



But Fandaitu, tbkt we) tmuHi atbealeU 
The olrle daunee, tad crirj pout therim^ 
Whan that he vritii that lU Magymweief ■ 
HethoughchewoUenpMiliii vcdcbtgiBi ■ i_ 
And gan the Bewj dore ill foft DBpin . 
At fill u lloBe, mlhoOtm Icofir lettc ; " ■ 
BfTioiluiadaun right hehimfma. . ' )< 

And, fbortly 10 the pcHDW right far to pnte. 
Of al tbia werke he told bim OFdc aod mdt, 
Ajid fayid, Make the redy rigbl inoiK, 
For thou Quit into heno blifle 7«endc, 
Now blisful Ven<u! tboo ne grace jfcndc; 
( Quod Tioilu) for nevir yet no nede 
Had I er now, ne faalBndelc the drcde. > 

(Quod FandaTot) Ne drede tbe ner a dd^ 
For it Ihal be right ulhou welt defire; 
So thrive 1 ihii night Ibal 1 make it wele. 
Or calliD all tbe gruil in the £rc. 
Vet, bli&ful VcQui! thia sight ttion me' eBfiute, 
(Quod rroilus)a»wisa<l tbeferve, 
AL-d ciit bet aad bet flul til I fierre, J 

And if I had,nVeDi»fulorinirthel 
AfpciStis haddc at Man or of SutUTDe, 
Or choii Combufte, or let were in my birth. 
Thy falhi^r pray I ak ihilke harme difturne 
Of jTiace. andthat Igladaienmaie (urne, 
y.n Live of him th.iu lovideft in the fliiwe, 
I mini; ,\iii\.\, that with the bore was llawe : 
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O Jove ! ckc for the love of fairc Europe, 
The which in form of bulle awaie thou fet ; 
Now heipe, o Mars ! that with thy blody cope. 
For love of Cypria, thou me naught ne let; 
O Phcebus ! think when Daphne her felve fhet 
Undir the barke, and laurir woie for drede. 
Yet for her love o helpc me at this nede! 72! 

O Mercurie ! for the love of her eke 
For which Pallas was with Aglanros wrothe 
Now helpe ; and eke Diane ! 1 the befeke 
That this viage ne be nat to the lothe ; 
Fatall Suilrin ! whiche or any clothe 
Me fliapin was my deAine me fponne, 
60 helpith to this werke that is begomie ! 73^ 

(Quod Pandarus) Thou wretchid mouc*is hcrt. 
Art thou agad fo that ihe wol the bite ? 
Why, do on this furred cloke upon thy fherte. 
And folowe me, for 1 wol have the wite. 
But bide, and let me gon before alite; 
And with that worde he gan undone a trappe, 
1 1 \ And Troilus he brought in by the lappe. 74I 

The ilern^ winde fo loude be^an to route 
That no wight other*is noife might yhere, 
And thei that layin at the dore without 
Full fikirly thei iieptin all ifere; 
And Pandarus with a fnl fobre chere 
Goth to the dore anon withoutin lette 
. j There as thct lay, and feftily it (lictte ; 749 



Andaahceameay gnw f d eprfvfly.: .. . 
His nece awoke, and iflcith. Who goetk tlier^ ? 
Mine ofwne dere nece! (qnod he) k aib f, 
Ne wondrith not, ne have of it no lonp; 
And nere he came, and £ud her in her ere. 
No worde for loirt of Ood I you beiixhe. 
Let no wight rile and herin of oar fpeche. 75 6 

What ! whiche waie be ye eomen f BtmtMdttJ 
( Quod ihe) and how thus nnwMle of 'fiem all I 
Here at this £ecreC tra|ipd dore (qnod he.) 
( Quod tho Crefside) i.ct me fome wight calL 
High ! God forbid that it ihoold lb befiiU 
( Quod Pandamt) thft ye fudK Mf wron^t i • 
Thei might demiQ thing that thei nevfar abonglft. .763 

Jt is aatgoda aJkpJng hwtmtU to npaie^ 
Ne yeve a wight a canfe for to devine : 
Your women flepin al i undirtake, 
So that for (hem tiie hooTe men mightin mine. 
And ilepin wolHn till tiie funnd ihine. 
And when my tale ybrought is to an ende 
Unwiftrightaslcamefowoll wende. 770 

Now, need mine, ye ihul well ondirflonde, 
r Quod he) fo as ye women demin all, 
I'hat for to hoidein love a man in honde,. 
And him her lefe and her derehert to call,' 
And makin him an how aboTe a call, * 

I nicne, as love an othir in mcne while, 
;>hc doth her felfe a Ihame and him a gilc. ♦ 777 



SJtelllm TROILUS AND CRKSttar. ^% 

Now wherby that I tellin you al this 
Ye wote your fclfe as wel as any wight, 
How that your lovfc al fully grauntid is 
To Troilus, that is the worthiefl wight . 
One of the world, and therto trouth iplight, 
I'hat but it were on him alonge ye n'olde 
Him nevif falfin while ye livhi flxolde.- 7^4 

Now (lonte it thus, that fith I fro you went 
This Troilus, right platly for to feine. 
Is through a guttir by a privy went 
Into my chambre come in al this reine, 
Unwifl of every manir wight certaine 
Save of my felfe, as wifely have I joie,. 
And by the faith I owe Priam of Troie : 79!^ 

And ht is come in fuche paine and difii^fie 
That but he be all fully wode by this 
He fodainly mote fall into wodeneife 
But if God helpe : and the caufe why is this, 
He faith him told is of a frende of his 
How that ye fbould love one that bight Horaft, 
For forow of which this ni(;ht ihal be his laft. 79S 

Crefeide, whiche that al this wondir herde, 
Gan fodainly abouke her hcrt to colde. 
And with a figh (he forowfuUy anfwerd, 
Alas ! I wende whofoere talis tolde. 
My dere hert, certis, erne, would me nat holde 
So lightly faulfe : alas! conceitis wrong 
"What harrae thei done ! for now live 1 to lon^. 805 
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Hotafte, aiv! and iidfia Troilnsl 
I knowe hitanot, God hekpc me foi(^««l'flie.) 
Alu! wliAt widkid fpniec tolde himthns ^ ' 
Now certls, enic, tt> miorow* and 1 hiai fe ' 

I ihal thcrdf .iirfii]i fBcnfin mc 

As evir did woinaiiy if that him likcj- 

And with that wordefte g«o foil fore to fike. 

O Qadi (qnod Iko) to worldly leUnefie^ . 
Whrdie d^kif caliki hd(t felidte, 
Ymedlid is with miay * a hittiniefie 
Ful aogoiflious, that is, God wote, (qsod (he) * 
Coodicion of vdiie profpqrite, 

For eithir joyifucomiar nat ifere, - " 

Or ellis DO wight hath 'he9ialwaie here. ■ 

O brotil wei84^mann*is joie uoftahlc ! 
With what wight fo thou be, or how thou playe, 
Eithir he wote that thoa joie art mutable, 
Or wote it nate, it mote ben one of twaie : 
Now if he wote it nat how maie he faie 
That he hatli very joie and fiUnefie 
That is of ignorauiice aie in derkenefie ? 

Now if he wote that joy is tranfitory, 
(As every joie of worldly thing mote file) - 
Than every time he that hath in memory 
The drede of lefiog makith him that he 
May in no parfite fikimeffe ybe, 
And if to lefe his joie he fet a mite 
Than femith it that joy is worth ful lite. 
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Wherfore i wol define in this matere. 
That truiiy for aught I can e^ie 
There is no very wele in this world here; 
But o then wickid Terpen tjeloufie ! . 
Thou mifbelevid, envious folic, 
'Uliy haft thou Proilos made me to untrifty 
That nevir yet agilte him that I wifto f 84c 

(Quod Pandanis) Thus fallin is this caai. 
"Why, uncle mine, (quod ibc) who toide him this ? 
And why doth my dere hertethns, aias! 
Tc wote, ye, nece mtn, (quod he) what it is; 
I hope al fhal be wel that is amis, 
For ye ma:c quenche al this if that you left; 
And doeth right fo ; I holde it for the beft» 847 

So fhal I do to morow*, iwis, (quod file) 
Vnd God toforne, fothat it &al fuffice. 
morow, ala« ! that were faire (quod he.) « 

ay, nay, it maie nat ftondin in this wife, 
r, nece mine, thus writin clerkis wife» 
at Peril h tuitb drettbing in ydrtnve ; 
f, fuche abodis ben nat worthe an hawe. 854 
Tece, alld thing hath time, I dare avowe, 
whan a chambre' a fire is or an hall, 
more nedc is it fodainly refcowe 
( to difpute and aike amongis all 
is this candil in the ftrawe yfall ? 
'nediciu! for al among that fare 
irme is done, and farwel feldefiif e« 86f 



And, Dcc^ mane, ae tike it nit igtift 
IfihMyerufire'bimdni^tmchuwDf ■•■-' ■ 
Goihel^nieiajehadtaiaaeiirltStii ■ .■ 
Whit direliuQ, dow there iibol Kotim, 

ButwellwatethatycindllBtfodo, . 
Yc hco to ,wiie to doD to pet iolit, - - ■ 
Tp-pnt his life'dinght in jeopardie. , 

Hadihinmctitiefef briGod 1 treae '■ 
¥« OB badoctit ttiag fo Icfe, (quud (he.} 
Now by my cfaoftetqnudhc) chat JluU be few,- 
ForCtheye(n«ke.thi».enfMnpleofnie, . 
If I U night would hiiD.iii fotawefG 
For i) the QeTour in the toDnc of rroie, 
Ibidile God^thBt I ncHir lUDte have joie. . 

Nowlake thim if ye chat bcD billon' ■ 

Should put hii life all night io jeopardy • 

fat thing of Douphti i»ff by that Uad above 
Ndt onely chiiiiclBlcconictliof folic - ' 

But of maltcB. if ihu 1 Ihould naC lie : . . ,. .. 
Whatlplailyandycfuifre'hiiniadiflreai: - 
ye Deithit bouotodoncne ^□tilnt.CQ;. 

(Quad rhoOefeidc) Wol ye done o thing. 
And yetherwithnialltiiitc^hudifelc, - - 
Have here and berith bjm tlUi blev£ tinfr; .-.■ 
For iberi is nolhi].^ nii^lii him beltit plefc ■ ■ 
-aprfei . . 






■I'jE:. 



:-.: ilo! . . 



BsilllTm. TftOILUSANDCftKStJOt* j 

A ringt ! (quod he) ye baiilwbdU fhakcQ i 
Ye, nece mine, tliat ring muft have a ftotxCf 
A flone which that might ded men aiive maken. 
And fache a ring trowe I that ye ha^e none i 
Difcrecion ont of your hed is gone. 
That fele I now, (quod ho) and that it rooche : -' 

time iloft, wel niaift thou ctirilii floothei S96 
Wote yt not wel that nobld* and hie corage 

Nc forowcth nat, nc ftintith eke for lite. 
But if a fols were in a jelouf rage 

1 D*ulde fettin at his forowe a mite. 
But fefte him with a fewd wordis white 

An othlr daie, whan that I might him finde; 

Bo^ this ching ftant al in anothir klndc ; 903 

This is fa gentle* and fo tendir of herte 
liat with his deth he wol his forowes wrcke, 
or traft it wel how fore fo that him fmcrce 
e wol to yoo no jclous wordis fpeke ; 
id fertby, nece, er that his hert to breke, 
fpcke yotir felfe to him of this matere, 
with a worde ye mate his hert^ Here. 910 

Tow have 1 toide what peril he is iti, 
his coming unwift to every wight, 
arde harme maie there be none ne iln, 
my felf be with you al this night ; 
ow eke how it is youc own^ knight, 
y that right ye mod upon him triftc, 
il prcfl to ftfcche him when you lifte. 917 

w- rx. D 
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This atCHUnf lb'pk«life wu td-hiere^' ^ ) ' -^i^n 
And eke (biike » fotliei'at p^imd £mc, -.« tir ! 
AndTrdito her.kBight» to -Her is licrv^ : ': : i .v 'j 
His prive camming, and chefikir pkce,: £ z^H-sj 
That though (he thevgkc (he didhitntbai a^gi 

Confidirtd Aktbtngif «• thei ftod«j; - ^ ' j I . 

Kowondir.M, feat he-did al for gfodeL '/ 

CrefeideLaii£wenie, Ab vifely Ood at reft: ' 
My foold bri^ig as me ia £or him wo,* : .'• : . "' / 
And, erne, iwis faine woold I don the heft, . 
If that I a grace had for to.do fis ;. .r. ij -:.;.- . . 
But whethir that yedwel or for himjgo ;: ..I . : 
I am, til<ibd me hetdr miadd iead^^ . 
At Dulcamop, right at my witt'is ende. < ' ! : -' 

(Quod Pandarus) Ye, nec^, wol ye hjcre, .' 
Dulcarnoii clepid is fieming of wretches^ . : : . 
It femith hard, for wretdus wol oonght lerbi:* 
For very flouthe, or othir wilfuU tetahef^,^ ^. ' ! 
This faid {s by them fchU ben*t worth two/Cttd 
But ye hen ifrife, and that ye han on h'6ndo . ■ - 
H^ii ncithir hacde ne ikilfnl to wxthiEonde.*. n: 

Than, cme^ (qUod (he) doeth heoeofuttvyohii 
But er he come I wol up£rft arife^'.- : 
And fur the bye of God^ fens al my trift.: . 
Is on you two^ ahd ye beth botlxd wife, i. . ; 
So werkith now, in fo.difcrete a wife^ . 
I^Iiat I honour maie have and he plefavince, 
lot I am here al in your govirnaunce. 
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That is wel faid, (qaod he) my need dere! 
There godc thrifte od that wU^ gentiUheite ; 
But liggith dill, and takith him right hets. 
It oedith nat no ferthir for him fterte; 
And eche of yoo cfe othir forowes Imert, 
For love of God and Venos I the herie. 
For fone hope 1 that we ihullin ben meric. ' 95:1 

This Froilus full fone'on knees him £ette 
Fal fobrely right by her bedd'is hed, 
And in his beftd wife his lady grette ; 
But Lord ! To (he woxe fodainliche all red. 
And thought anone how that ihe ihulde be dedde; 
She couldd nat o worde aright out bringe, 
80 fodainly for his fodaine cominge. 95 9 

Bat Pandanis, that fo wel couldd fiele 
a every thing, to plaie anon began, 
nd fay id, Nece, fe how this lord gan knele, 
ow for your trouthe fe this gentil man ; 
id with that worde he for a quiihin ran, 
d faid, Knelith now whilis that thou lefle, 
ere God your hertis brinfir fon^ to refte. 966 

'an I naught fain, for (he bad him nat rife, 
rowe* it put out of her rcmenibraunce, 
lis that ihe toke it in the wife 
^tie as for his obfervaunce ; 
ell finde I (he did him this plefannce, 
he him kid, although ihe iikid fore, 
id him (it adouii withootin more. 97.^ 
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(Qao^AM«rii9)^K«w wol ye l»dl IvjlliB,!: 
Now dp^duimfittiq donne, gods neci dmi '^ ' 
Upon yoi|f bcdd'Jv fide, al then wiiUm - ■' '' 
That eche of jtm. iha bet male otkir hate $ ■'• ' • 
And with tl^n^mpdvlie drew him to the fM| 
And toke a lights aiid«&aad hxf conntinaunca' 
As for to lolse nponan old romaaoce. • ' - ' " 

Crefeidc;jthat wae lYoikii lady right. 
And clere ftode in a gtonnde of fikimcfle. 
All thought fhe.that her fervannt aad bcr hjrfg! 
Ne (halde of trdnthcBone onright of Ikt gdCf^ 
Yet nitKeisfle^ cosifididd his diilrefle. 
And that Iqi ^ ia ia caafe'of fuchc foiie. 
Thus to him fpake.lhirof his jeloufic i 

Lo, hend Biiae las wonld the cxcelleiice ■ ' 
Of love, aienft the w^iche that no man maic^ 
Ne ougl^t 'i^ godely maktn reiifteiice, 
And eke bicaufe I felt^ wel and (tie 
Your grete trouth and icrrice evdry daie. 
And that your hert al mine was, foth to duMf 
This drove me for to rewe upon your painc ; 

And yonr godencs have I foonden* alv^ayyo 
Of whiche my dere hert, and al my kiiight ! 
I thanke it yoo, as ferre as 1 have wit, 
Al can I nat as much as it were right ; 
And I emfprth my conning and my might 
Have, and aie (hal, bow fore fo that me fmert. 
Sen to you trewe and whole with all mine hert 
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And drcdilelTe that ihal be founde at preve : 
Bat, hertd mine ! what al this is to faine 
Shal well be told, fo that ye nought you greve. 
Though I to you right on your felf complaine. 
For therewith mene I finally the paine 
That halt your hert and mine in hevineile . 
Fully. to ilaine, and every wrong redrefie. iccS 

My gode hen mine ! n*ot I for why ne how 
That Jeloufy, alas 1 that wicked wivere. 
Thus cauf clefie is cropin into you, 
The harme of whiche I would fain dellvere : 
Ala«! that he all whole or of him flivere 
Should have his refute in fo digne a place ! 
Than Jove him fone out of your herte erace ! ic 15 

But o thon Jove ! o au(ftour of nature! 
Is this an honour to thy dignite 
That folke ungilty fuffrin here injure. 
And who that gilty is al quite goeth he ? 
O were it lefuU for to plaine of the. 
That undefervid fufirift jeloufie, 
Of that I would upon the plaine and crie. 1021 

Eke al my wo is this, that folke now ufen 
To faine right thus ; Ye, jeloufie is love, 
And would abufhil of venim excufen. 
For that a grane of love is on it (hove, 
But that wote high Jove that fittin above . 
If it be llkir love, or hate, or grame. 
And aftir that it ought to here his name. ic 29 
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I< cicufaUc mnts ihm Ibme iwn, 
Ai whioctuCr ji tad faae Cache bnufie, 
With pile Uut G> wd (xpreffid ii - 
That it npnelhinhttlmr IJMtfc »rei^ 

Andthiteicnftliaf tbefntiladrE. . Bjt 

And lone la 6il of fniyli ind dtfpiu 
That it fnrauKuilitk hit repnffioa i 
But, herti mine ! y« be nit in tfau plita, - - 
That thank* lOod, for whiche Taarpaffisa - 
I woi ml cit irbut iUnfioa 
Of hatwniulailnce of Idtc and he{j core. 
That dothyourhenllhiBdiferceodurai' ' lo4| 

or which I un ri|^t Torr bat nit wrotlw, ' 
JButfarmy devoirandjouEfirrt'iirdle. ■ 
Where fo you lift, by ordal or by othe, 
By Torte, or in what wifeTo that yon If&e, 
For love of God let prcTe it for thcboDe, 
And if that I be giltyilamedit; 
AJai! what aiighilmoTEcr done ocloe? . le|S 

AndtbowithrhiiafcwcbrighiterM.itewc - 
Out ofhereyinfft, andthiiilbeleidev ' >' 

Now God, thou Koft in thought ne'dal* Uiliunij '. 
TnTroilu>waine»Iryel Crefeidct 
Witli that her heddoun in thc'bed Oie Iei<te, 
An.l with <he (hcie it wrie, acdlighid fore. 
And held her pece; cat a word fpakefhe morciajf 
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But now helpe Ood to quench al this forow. 
So hope I th^t he ihal, for he belle may. 
For / ba'oefene ofafulmifiy morow 
Folotjeenful oft a meryfomir*s day. 
And Aftir tolntirfol»xvtth grene May ; 
IHen fene all day, and rcdin eke in dories, 
That Aftir Jharpejiouris hen viSlories, XC64 

This TroihiA, when he her wordis herde. 
Have ye no care him liil^ nat to flepe. 
For it thought him no flrokis of a yerde 
To here or fe Crcleide hi» lady wcpe, • 

Bat V9t\ he felte about his hert^ crepe. 
For every tcrc whtche that Crcfcide afterte. 
The crampe of deth to flraine himby theherte. IC71 

And in his minde lie j^n the time accnrfe 
That he came there, and that be was ybome, 
For now is wicke ytouraid into worjCe, 
And all that labour he Hath doen brforne 
He wende it loft-, he thought it n*a8 biit lorne : 
O Pandarus! thought he, alas! thy wile 
Sernth of nought, fa welawaie the while ! XC7S 

And therwithail he htng adoune his hcdde. 
And fell on knees, and forowfully fight : 
What might he fain ? he felt he n*as bnt dedde. 
For wroth was (he that ihrmid h\% f«roves light; 
But nathdlefiEe whan that he fpeliin might 
Than faid he thus ; Goi wote that of this game 
\Yhan allis wiA than txd \ nat to blame. X085 
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Had of him ukiu, her thooglirchorBd foe r 
Ne cauCe ekcrao^ to bid faodUieMik rife 1 ' ' ''-' 
Yet|c£GethiogchAooth»iiiiiliYiiiice -' - ■ .: ■ ^ 
lo many* a-dfeyifior every Hri|iM;l'gdre^' ■<''- 

Thai lovith.welf ne&hh bat geotUo^fie. - ' X14I 

But in^tffiAfte DvoaldyiRete ttum '• 
Of what man, auiddiie ^tfadre^widalld «l)ry« "^ 

He jeloiuwai>i^eiu there wiacsd^aoni- -"■'^. 

Andekithefigfiewhichcthsthetokcltbyt - 
She bade hi A tfast to tett hoc bnfily , . ' '• - ' ' V 
Orelliscortviiifaebarehimoabohde ''■ • ' ■ '. =^ 
That thii «ras dbcii of malieci-her to fon^. .' x ifi 
Witboacihmord, ihoitlfibrtD^fiuh^v''. > 

Hemuft obeievDtohishKlic'iiheftv •*. 

And for tfte lafife harme he ihoft fomwhot £yii ; I 

He faied her, Whan &e was at focfae a feft ' 

She might oft him hareiokid at thsJeft s ' 

N'ot 1 nat what (ail dere inoiigh a riflie) 

As he that nedis maft a caufe oiit fifhe. :■ XldjI 

And ihe ahfwerde j Swete-fcertl all were it fo. 
What harme was tliat, fince Inon CYlUmene? 
For by that God that wro aght us bothd two 
In all manir thing is mine entent dene ; 
Soche argumcntcs ne be nat wcvthe a beoe : 
Woll ye tbc childifti jeloascounterfctef 
Now w<;re it wgrthy chat ye were ibete. 17 
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Tho Trotlos gan forowfully ilke, 
I.cR Hie he ifvrothe him thooghr his hert£ dcide, 
And faied, Alafi! upon niyforowe*K ilke 
Have mercie, o fwete herte mine, Crefeide ! 
And if that in tho wordis that I feide 
Be any wrong, I woU no more trcfpace: 
Doeth what you lift; I am all in your grace. XI 76 

And fhe anfwerde. Of gilt mifericorde, . 
That is to (aine. that i foryevc all this, 
And evirmore on thi« night you rcrcorde. 
And bethe well ware ye doe no more amis. 
Kaie, dere hert mine ! no more fquodhe) iwis. 
And now (quod (he) that 1 have you doe fmcrte 
Foryeve it to m«, mine owoe fwetd herte ! 1183 

This Troilus with bliiTe of that fupprifcd 
Put all in Godd'is hande, as he that meet 
Nothing but well, and fodainly avifed 
He her in his armis fail to him hent ; 
And PandaruK.witha full godecntcnt 
I.aied him to ilepe, and faied, If ye be wife 
Sownith not now, hfk more folkc arifc. 1x90 

What might or male the fcly larke f^iie 
Whan that the fparhauke hath him in liib futc ^ 
I can no more but of tkefe ill^e twaic, 
(T'o whom this tale fu;{re be or fott ) 
Thouj^h 1 tary a ycrc, fonuin-ic I n'Ote 
After mine au\51hour tcllin ther ^UdnclTe, 
As well as i h^ye tolde tlitr h<!vinc(I\:. 1 1 *; r 
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Creieidd,wlddbtt^MiiMm^^lMKl^ li 
(AsfrfftUiftlifltiriiitlMrtiaiBii^dMjlJrT '/ l 

RightMina%mrfiflicgin'fryilHilft..^ 
Whan iht hudhU bariB hit i^mivAMr ^ ' ' 
Bat Troilns til whdlb tf cMrivcoM V . -u * 
Otn thaokiffdM |hebliiMf»WifftvHl* 

Thlt Troitarin Mwiigari her>IBDnti^ • ' ' 
Andfayid,Sw«taI wevirimitiigbpt!^'' '^ : 
MowbeyecttaghtsBowhdrcruMiotirittWMlie)- .- 
Now yeldkivyw, fior otbir bote ii-aoHt/' 
TothatCNfciUcfuiiWend'tlnittnaiM;-' ' 
Ne hid I e^ II0WJ my fwetb hcit^ 4iM ) " . 
Bi»^k)iii,iwitf w«rie«onnrnoi)ieMi^o til 

Ofoth4«£Hcd,th«<Kdi4Mtii)Nt » 

Of a fevir otvihit gfeM fikiitfffii " - • ■ ■ • 

Men muft drinkiA,- as ^b ibai^ 'oftiii ie^' 

Full bictir drinkOi and fof M hate f^aimSc 

Men drinkin oft in pain and id dilUdTt '| 

1 mene it herv, as for this avi^OMy " i 

That through a fmtrt hath foanditl <1 hti em. if i 

And now fwetnefie yfeftnth'fim't mora IWff e 
That bitti^ncfie afffcyid wtt$-fcilftfra«v 
For out of wo in bUflb npvr tbci AttHf ■ • 
Non foche thei fehin fithinsthtl wtNlMmes 
Now is this bcttir than botbc twO faeloilM : 
For love of God take every xvtftiiM hed« 
To werkin thus if it come to the nfcde. 125 
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Crefeide ail quite from every drede and tcne, 
As (h^that juild caufe had him to trift, 
Made him foclie feft it joic wan for to fcne. 
Whan (he his trouth and clene entent TwiHt ; 
And as about a tre with many'a tvrill 
Bitrent and writhin is thefwccewodbinde 
Gan echc cf *hem in armis othir wibde. 123% 

And as the newc abalhid nightin^^ale. 
That flintith fit ft, whan (he beginnith (Ing, 
Whan that ihcherich any herd'is tile, 
Or in the hedgitt any wigbt (lering. 
And oftir fikir doeth her voice out ring, 
Right fo CrdTcide. whan that her drcde (lent, 
Opened her hert, and told him her entent. i ^39 

And right as he that feech his dcth i(hQpeu, 
And dyin mote, in aught that he maie gefTe, 
And fodainly rcfcouB doeth him cfcapen, 
Andfrom his dcch is brought in (jkirneiTe, 
For al this worlde in fuche prefcnt gladnelTe 
Was Troilus, and hath his lady fwete : 
With no worfc hap God let us ne vir mete ! 1246 

Kcr armiii fmail, her back both {^rei<:ht and fofr. 
Her ridi<i long, and flcil;y, fmothc^, an<l white. 
He }!an (n firoke, and gode thrift bad full ofr« 
Her fnuw •white throte, her breftis round and lite; 
Thus in this hcven' he gan him to dcttre. 
And thervvithali a thoufande times her luft, 
That what to docn for juie unneth he wiir. 12;-; 
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TROILUS AND CREStlDE, JI 

£ mate ye fene that mercie padith right, 
experience of that is felt in me, 

iat am unworthy to fo fwetc a wight ; 
d\it harte mine! of your benigfnite 
So thinkith, that though I unworthy be 
Yet mote 1 ndde amendin in fome wife 
Right through the vertue of your hie fervice. izSS 

And for the love of God, my lady dere ! 
Sith he hath wrought me for t ihal you ferve, 
As thus I mene, that ye woU be my fere 
^o doe tnc live, if that you lift, or ftcrvc ; 
So techith me how that I maie deferre 
Your thonke, fo that I through min ignorauncc 
Ke doe nothing that you be difplefaunce : 1-95 

For certis, freflie and womanlichd wife I 
This dare I faie, that trouth and diligence. 
That (hall ye findin in me all my life, 
Ne I woll not certain breke your defence , 
And if I tloe, prefent or in abfence. 
For love of God let flea me with the dede, 
If that it like unto your womanhede. 1302 

I wis, (quod ihe) mine owne hert'is luft ! 
My ground of efe, and al mine hert^ dcre ! 
Graunt mercie! for on that is all my tri^ : 
£ut let us fall awaie fro this mattere, 
For it fuffiHth this that faid is here, 
And at o worde, withoutin repentaunce. 
Welcome my knight, mypece, my fuffifaunce ! 1309 
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-'fe like two, that ben in annis lafc, 
jthe to*hem afondir gon ic were, 

aat cche from othir wendin ben biraft. 
Or ellis, lo ! this was ther mode fere, 
7'hat all this thinfr but nicd dremis were. 
For whiche full oft cche of 'hem faid, O fwctc ! 
Clippe I yon thus, or els doe I it mete ? 1344 

And, Lorde ! fo he gan godelie on her fe. 
That nevir his loke ne blent from her face, 
And iaied, O my dere herte ! maie it be 
That it be fothe that ye ben in this place ? 
Ye, herte mine! God thanke I of his gr%ce, 
(Qaod tho Crefeide) and therwithall him kift« 
That where here fpirite was for joie fhe n'iil. 133 1 

ThisTroilus full oft her eyin two 
Gan for to kifie, and faied, O eyin dere ! 
It werin ye that wrought me fochd wo, 
Ye humble ncttis of my lady dere. 
Though there be mercie writtin in your cherc, 
God wote the text full harde is for to finde ; 
How couldin ye withoutin bonde me binde f 1 33 8 

Therwith he gan her fad in armis take. 
And well an hundrid timis gan he (ike, 
Not foche forowfuU (ighis as men make 
For wo, or ellis whan that folke be (ike, 
But efie fighis, foche as ben to like. 
That fhcwid his affeAion within; 

Of foche xiunir Cghis could he not blin. 1,^65 

f, ... 
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Stmt altir din did Ipokc < 
As fill to purpofc of dis aviotuc. 
And playin eoterdaoogidm ther riogo^ 
Of whichc I cm not ceffia 
But well wot a brocfac of gold aad ; 
Tn whidw a mfiie ftt ina like an hett, 
Crefcide him yave, aad flacke it oo Ins ftote- | 

Lorde ! trovi ye that a coieitoas wietcke 
11i2t blamitk kxve, aad hake of it dilpitev 
That of tho pens that he can mockra'and ketchc 
Was c vir yet jtwe to him feche delite, 
A^ it in lofcjo o poind in Ibmc {ditef 
>?aie, doubtilefle, £» all ib God me lave 
So ptrfite joic oe aiaie no nigar^ have. ] 

Thei well faie Yes, bvt Lorde that lb thei lie I 
Tho bufie wretchi»£ull of wo and drede 
That callin lov&a wodcoeffr or ibiic ; 
Cut it ihaii fall 'hem as I fkall yon rede, 
Thei ihall forj^on the white and eke the rede. 
And live in wo, there God yeve*hem mifchatUK 
And every lovir in his troothe avannce* ^ 

As would to Gk>d cho wretchis that difplls 
Service of lov^ had eris all fo long 
Ai had Midas, all full of coretile, 
^\nd thcrto droilkio had as hdtte and ftrong 
As Cyrus did for his affedis wrong. 
To ti chin 'hem that thei ben in the vice. 
And lovii s nut, although thei hold 'hem nice. 



BuUlIL TIOILUS AND CRESE1DI. $$ 

Thefe iikd two of whom that I you faie. 
Whan that thcr hcrtis well alTurid were, 
Tho gonnin thci to fpekin and to plaia, 
And eke rchcrcin how, and whan, and whcrc» 
Thei koewln (irft, and every wo or fere 
I'hat paflfid wai; but all foche hevincfTe, 
Ithonkid God, was tournid to gladnefie. I4CX) 

And evirmore whan that *hem fell to fpeke 
Of any thing of foche a time agone 
With kilTnig all that tale ihould ybreke. 
And falltn into a newe joie anone. 
And diddin all ther might, fens thci were one. 
For to recoveren bliife and ben at cfe, 
And puifid wo, with joyis counterpaife. I407 

Rcfun woll not that I fpekin of ilepe, 
For it accordith not to my mattere; 
God wote thci toke of it full little kepe. 
But le{l this night that wan to*hem fo dcrc 
Nc (Iiould in vaioc efcapc in no nianere 
It was bifct in jaie and bufineffe 
Of all that founith into gentilnelTe. I4 f 4 

But whan the cocke, commune ailrologer, 
Gan on his hrefl to bete and aftir crowe, 
And Lucifer, th/: day'is meiTuoger, . 
Gan for to rife, and out his bemis thro we. 
And eftward rofe, to him that could it know, 
Fortuna Majcr, than anone Crefcide 
With hertc f6re to TroUus thus fcide : 14 1 1 
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Mine hett-is life, my trnft, al my jddknot! 
ThatI was borne, aht! that me is wo^ : 
That daie of us mote make diTcevecaiuicet 
For time it- is to rife and hennia 9^ > 
Or ellid I am ioilfor evirmo. 

Night ! alasl why n*ilt tboo ore us hove 

As long as whin Alcmena laie by Jo«ef^- - 1418 

O blackd Night ! ax folke in bdns rede* 
That Ihapin art by God this worlde to hide 
At certain timit with thy derkd wede^ 
That undir that men might in refb abide, 
W'el oughtin belles to plain and folke to chide^ 
That thereas daie with lrf>or would oa breft. 
That thou us flieft and deinift us not r^. 1435 

Thou doeft, alas ! fo fliortly thine office, - 
Thou rakle Night, that God makir of kinde 
I'he for thine haft, and thine unkind^ vice 
So fall ale to our hemifpher^ binde. 
That nevirmore ondir the ground thou winde* 
For through thy rakle hying out of Troie 
Havt I forgone thus haftily my joie. 1449 

This Troiliis, that with tho wordit felt. 
As thought him tho, for piteous diftrefie 
The blodie teris from his hertc melt, 
As he that yet nedr ibche hennefib 
AfTayid had out of fo grete gUdnclTe, . . 
Can therewithal! Crefeide his lady dere 

1 a armis Pivain; and faid in this inanere*^ I449 
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O cruilLDaie ! accufer of the joic 

hat Night and Love hath dole and fad iwrie, 

ccurfid be thy comming into Troie ! 

jr every bowre hath one of thy bright eycn : 

nvious Daie 1 what lift the fo to fpiea \ 

'hat had thuu loft ? why fekift thou this place ? 

hert: God thy light fo quenchc for hip grace ! 1 4 j 6 

Alas ! what have thefe lovji^ the agiit f 
lifpitous Daie ! thine be the paine of hell, 
or many* a lovir haft thou ilain and wilt ; 
'hy poring in woll no where let *hcm dwell : 
(Tliat ! prcfrift thou thy light here for to foi I 
\0y fell it them that finals fclis grave; 
/e woll the not; us nedith no daie have. 1A^$ 

And eke the fonne Titan gan he chide, 
Lnd faid, O fole ! well male men the difpife, 
*hat haft all night the Dauning by thy iide, 
ind fulfrift her fo fone up fro the rife, 
or to difcfe us lovirs in this wife ; 
\'hat ? hold your bed there thou and thy Morow; 
bidde God fu yeve you both forowe. 14 70 

Thcr with full fore he fighed, and thus he feidc : 
vly lady bright, and of my welc or wo 
['he well and rote ! o godcly mine, Crefeidc! 
^nd (hall I rife, alas! and fhall I gne? 
^low fele 1 that mine hert<J mote a two; 
^nd how fhould 1 my life an houre fave 
ens that with you is all the life I have I 1477 
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What ihall I doen ? for certisl nretHufUr;: 
Ne\vhah,alat.! CihaUthethndfe - 
That in this plite I inlait beB-e£t with yta^ • ' 
And o£ my life God wote how flnll tfaat'be,' 
Sbns that defire right now fo hitith me 
That! am dede anon bat I fetounie t - 
How fhonld I bog, alas! fro yon (ojdiiriie i 

But nathdefie, minerowoi ladie bright! 
Yet were it fo that I wift nttirly 
That I your humble ferraont and yonr kni^ 
Were in your herte ifet fo fermiiy. . . 
As ye in mine, the whiche thing truily 
Me levir were than have thefe worldis twain. 
Yet ihould I bet endnrin all my pain. - 

To that Crefeide anfwerid right anon. 
And witha ligh ihe (aied, O herte dere f ' - 
The game' iwis fo ferforth now is gon : 
That firft ihall Phoebus fallln from the rphere» 
And everiche egle ben the dov'is fere. 
And every rocke out of his place aftcrte, 
£r Troilus go out of Crefcide's herte. 

Ye ben fadepe within mine herte ygrave, 
That the I would it tume out of my thought. 
As wifely very God my fonl^ fave, 
To dyin in the pain I couldd nought ; 
And for the love of God, that us hath wrought, 
I^et in your brain none othir fantafie 
So crepin, that it canfd me to die. I5C^5 
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And thac ye me would have as fad in niiiide 
As I have you, thac would I you befcche, 
And ifl will fothily that to finde, 
God might not o point of my joyis eche. 
But, herte mine! withoutin more fpcche, 
Bcthe to me true, or ellis were it routhe. 
For I am thine, by God and by my trouthe. IJ la 

Bethe glad forcby, and live in fikirneiTe, 
Thus i^ied I, ner er this, ne (hall to mo ; 
And if to you it were a grete gladnclTe 
To courne ayen fone aftir that ye go. 
As £ainc would I sm ye that it were fo. 
As wifely God mine hertc bring to rede, 
And him in armis toke, and ofce kefte. 15 19 

Ayenft his will, ilthe it mote nedisbc. 
This Troilus up rofe, and faft him cled. 
And in his armis toke his lady fre 
An hundrid times, and on his wale him fpcd, 
And with fpche wordis as his hcrte ybicd 
He fcide, Farith wel, my derc hcrte fwcte ! 
That God us grauntc found and fonc to mete. 15 26 

To whiche no worde for forowe {he aiifwerd, 
)0 fore gan his parting her to diltrain, 
^nd Troilus unto his paleis ferd, 

s wo bigon as (he was, fothe to fainc, / 

t harde him wrong of (liarpe dcHre the pain; 

r to ben cfte there he wa< in pkfaunce, 

at it may ncrc out of 1.!; rvuitmbraunce. 13 3 j 
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Retbtlhiid tb}iiiin>Mlpiltfi«1boff( >'( ■ ■ ' r '. 
HefoftuntahUbedde^idfbffCoiiHQlttA •' ' "- 
To ilepd long, as lie WM Wcmt'Co SitenV' • ' ■ - 
But all for ntu^ht; be msia ^wd ligjp, wm\t ^jiit tf j ^ '• 
But flepcmaie there none iti'hfirhtRftfiiiUi > * T 
Thinking how Ihr, for vfhcmideBte him btatdo^ 
A M. folde WAS worth moje'Mii hj s»eti6a 1346 

And in hs4 thought gan^tlp tnd ADohi tbwdadi 
Her>vordisaU,indeifcryGOimiSimtiBCK,i . -J - 
And fermily im^rclfih in hiiniiod*' t- ■■' ... i ... '-. 
The lelle poiD(5ie that to him MM*ple£MUiC8p / 
And verily of thilkdremetnftr Jance ' • - 
Deiire al nevre him brendci and ivft id bftdi '■■ ■ 
Can more thaiicrft, and yet tolie he noa htdt/i J4f 

Crefcide alfo tight in thd faihi wlfs 
Of Troilus gaii in her herte (httc, 
His worrhlnefTe, his luft, hi» dedls \fitcr 
tVii gendlnefle, aod how ibe with him niet^ 
Thonking Love t^at he fd w^ILher befet, 
Deiiring 6k to have her herti dere 
Id fdchc a place as (he darft make him cheiie. 15 

Pandare a morowe which tfcit eommiti wm 
Unto his need gan her faire to gretc, . 
And faied, All tliia night fo rained it alas t 
That all my drtde is that ye, need fwetei 
Have litale leifir had to ilepe and mete 7 
All night (quod he) hath rain fo do me wake 
Th^t fonic of us I trowe thcr heddis akc. . 
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And nere he came, and faid, How ilant it now, 
This meric morowe ? nece, how can ye fore i 
Crefcidc anfwcrdc, Nevir the bet for you, 
Foxe that ye ben, God yeve your herti care ; 
God helpe me fo ye caufid all this fare, 
Trowe 1, (quod fhe) for all your wordis white : 
O who fo feeth you knowith you full lite ! 15 68 

With that (he began her face for to wrie 
With the (hete, and woxe for fliame all rcdde, 
And Pandanis gan undir for to pric. 
And fayid, Nece, if that I ihall ben dedde 
Have here a fwerde and fmitith of my heddc: 
With that his arme all fodsinly he thrifte 
Undir her necke, and at the lafl her kiAe. 15 75 

] paflc al that, which charglth naught to fay : 
What ! Godforyave his deth, and ihe alfo 
Foryave; and with her uncle gan to pluie, 
For othir caufe ne was there none than fo : 
But of this thing right to th' effe^Sl to go, 
VVhan time yvras home to her houfc (he went, 
Vnd Pandarus hath fully hi) entrnt. 15 8 % 

Now tourn^ we aycn to Fruilus, 
hat rcftelcffc full long a bcdde ylaie, 
nd privily fent aftir Pandarus, 
t him to come in all the haft he maic : 
come anon, not nms faied he naie, 
1 Troilus full fobirly he i^rctc, 
\ doune upon the bcdd'is (ide him fi^te. 13 99 
'aiume IX, F 
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Of frendl; lovf ffuyc h^^ inMd!4wiii 
To Pandamoa kndiy $U a49ilK, 

And er that |i« w^pM.^ IIm fii<(C}Wifc 
He gao him thanf^B ^^ }m h(pfldj^i|r |. 
An hnodbri^ timP )^ g«9 dM tiM ftM« 
'rh^t he ^ite hoern^ , to bring hiin:&o dttfvfe. 4f | 

ifie faid,b Ar<m4of £r^q4<t.lchciMriNA 
That cfirwa^ the foche for tPJtflli ... 
Thou haft in heye^ ihr6ag^t my fpn^MdH/k. 
Pro Phlegethqq, the fine A(Hlet>lh!4l» : ' 
That thmigh I might a thoufMulf tiiMii iel . . 
Upon a daie my life in thy fcartf ice 
It ne might .ao^i(|not|^ in that AiiScf* j6c 

Thp fopne, n\^fA^. that i|l the w«}f IdA VMt k, 
Sawe nevif yet (my life that dl^MV ( kie) 
So joily, faire,.aQd godely, as U ike 
Whofe I am all, and (hall till that I dele; 
And that I thus am hcr's, dare I wel feie^ 
That chankid be the high2 worthing 
Of l^ove, and eke thy kind^ bvfiqefle. l6j 

Thus haft thou me ^o little thin^ iye?e; 
For why ? to the ohligid be for ale 
JAy life ; and why I for through tbive Mpe I life. 
Or el& dedde had I ben many a dale ; 
And with that worde doun in his bed he laic^. 
And Pandarus full fobirly him herde 
Till all was faid^ aod than he him anfwerdc : z 6 j 



ydj derd ft^nde ! if t haVe doeh for the' 
tnj c^, <r»d wotie it is me lefe) 
d am as glad as man maie of it be, 
d hclpe «ie fci; bat take how not a^efe "^ 

lat I iuil fainc ; beware of thid mifchefc, 
at there as-oow thoo brought drt to thy bliffe 
it thou thy felf oc caafe it not to mifie : s6 94 
For of Fortun'is iharpe adTerfite 
le worfte kinde of infortane is this^ 
nan to have ben in profperite, 
id it remembirwhan it piifid it ; 
lou* art wife inougli, forthy doe nat amit ; 
not to rakill thougii thou fittd warme, 
r if thou bexcrtain ir woli the harme. 16 J I 

rhou art at efe, and hold the well cherii!, 
r all fo fure af rcdde i«eVer)' fire 
gr^e a crsfte is to It^ vneil as iuikmi 
UU alivau tbyj^eeh aiul ihy thfiti^ 
r Worldly jmt 'yUttb not tut big a mif^^ 
at prcvith vvcit, it brell zt daie fo ofte, 
rth) ncJc ir to wi.rkin v^fth it fofte. 16 j8 

[Quod rroi!c.>) 1 hcype, and God tofome, 
f d<:re fren ic thit I Ihall Co me here 
at in my g lit tncr Ihd ndthing ben iome, 
1 n*ill rakle for to gretm her ; 
ledith not this mattir ofte to terf , 
r Willi ft thou mine herte wel, Pandare, 
4wQtcofthiithouwonlditiiitiicarc. ; 164J 
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Tho gan kef taHiim itf hujsli&^ij 

And whereof firft )iu hctt ydnuldMii 

And iayid, FreDde, m I am « trnc kiri] 

And by thMjwht I ow«:tQ Qod^tmdf 

I had k ne^ir halfeib hotc as oew« .- i 

And tfKr tbcnorc that d«fire me bkc 

Xo Wve her b^ the more ic mc delitc 

T n*ot my fdf not wifely what it-Ui 

But now I felin s^ newe quaHtey. : ^' : ' - 

Ye, allanothirthan.ldiderthif. ■. > 

Pandare aufwerid-asd faied.thiit» ths 

That ouif -liMut; in hevin blifie yjM 

He felith ot^.Mayivdare I Usfe, 

This thiJke timp he firtt bend of it iai 

This ^alwokkk foral, that TroUBi 

Was nevir f ol to fpeke of thii miitere» 

And for to praifin unto Pandama . 

The bounte of his bright lady fo dttCf 

And Pandarus^'thanke and makio ci 

This tale wa^-aie fpan newc to bef^inn 

TH.that the night dcpartid 'hem atwi 

Sone a^cr thia, for that Fortune it "^ 

^comin was the bliaful time fweta 

That Troilos was warnid that be ihou 

There he was erft Crefeide his lady m 

For whiche he feltc his hertc in joii fl< 

And faithfully ^an all the goddis hcr^ 

Afii let £c now if that he can be «icry 
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^Aftdkoldin wsw the forme and al the gifc 

' «^mmmg, and eke of his alfa, 
fiot nlaj 1 ' ^*^«che nedith nought dcvifc ; 
^^iS^ ^'^flfeA* Hght for to go, 
^ bed«^ "" Pandani8'»hcin two 

To ^ "^^^^ " *<> y»*^» fiihe thd ben met, 
Fop^*^'**^^*»« thei bUthe y wiire ? 

A tho * r'**'*^ "^^ **'~» "^^^^ 

Ago ^*^^^ folde, thii rieditb not enquefc;: 

*^^ock* '"^^ *«» *M«li ««i fo thei waide, 
^^ pJ5^,*!'^*«*i«^<rfforto(ey, 

elicit^- '?*7**'"*^"'^*'^*^'**'**^^- 
Dnui^^^'^^^^nrtfcit di«!rclcrici»i*riftel 

^'■Jov ^ ^> ^W maflf not hetic fafllftj? 

ijcp.^ *^ «fiAld not wriktiii' be with inVt j 

5nt . ''■tft^awiyh^wtrtiafetliiniBe; 16^94 

I f^ ^^'^dky^ ib'^velaWay the flionndef 

^L . ^ •P»W!ft«» • a» thei by figtife ktitwe, ' 

m ^ '*«» e^ouflfht thei felitt deth -is'W<iaild(i : ' 

<*«ir I ^*»7r/»^t chaun^n gall thcr h^we, 

,^ i> ?^'Voa rrin todifpife aliiewVJ,. ' 



'f^W '^^^^^^f^ ^rrt V iou#, and worfc, 

*^'-*e(/ia».y'*i»-lighi;theicorfe. ' • 1701 
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(QuodTroilas) Akstno^ titi I 
That Pyrois, and tho fvciftc ftddi* UvNi . j • . 
Whichc that ydnwia forth the5iidii?i|alluunft^ 
Hao goD foiQO byptthe Ip dif^tii •£ ttc^: : 
And makith it fo-foaldfly to bc» • - >' t-:~: * 
And for die-Swsiie him hiftrtbthitti^inft 
Ne flial I ncTii' don him facrifi^. . .; 

But nedii dflie departfai*hcm.mtift ftoe ;'..•' 
And whan tHeripechi^ don WHa audi thencbcKi' 
Thei twin anon, as fh«i were VtiMitaidMie^ 
Andfettip'tiiiBeofm«tibgeftt'iJfcre; ! '- - 
And many' a n^ght-thci wtfonghl -w ^amaaere i 
And thu9t£drtmie a tiDfeyl9dd4 iBrfoie" ! 
CId&ide aDdekt'thirktng!iafon ofTrmet ;.., . 

In fuffifaunc^i in blifiTe, "aDdiilfitai^gci^' 
This Troilusgan^I his life tfl?I(i9c ; . •• ' . 
He fpendith, jpftith, and inakith- fcpitngfcs; 
He gevith frely ofte, and chawDgiUr "^dt V - 
He helde about him alwaie out of dred<: ;: . . 
A world of folke, as comic him wellof kinde^ 
The f refhiil and the bed that;he;COuld flodie. 

That fuche a voice was of him. and a iLdf en 
Throughout the world of hooour aAdlargcfle 
Th'at- it up ronge unto thcf yate of heven ; • 
And as in k»Te he was ii^ foche gladncfic 
That in his hert he deroid as I geife 
That there n*i3 lovir in this world at efe • . 
*^o wt\ as he, and thus gan love him plefe. 
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Bote III, TROILUS AND CRESEIDB. .6; 

The godelihede or bcaute whiche that Klnde 
In any othir lady had ifette ■ 
Can not the motintenaunce of a gnat unbinde 
About his hert of al Crereid*is nette; 
He was fo narowe* imafkid and iknette 
That is undon in any manir (ide 
That n'il nat ben for aught that male betide. 1736 

And by the honde ful oftin he would take 
This Pandanift, and into gardio lede, 
And fuche a fell and fuche a proceffe make 
Him of Crefeide, and of her womanhede^ 
And of her beaute, that withoutin drede 
It was an heven his wordis for to here. 
And than he would^£ng in this manere': 1 743 

Love, that of erthe and fe hath goYimaunce, 
1.0 ve, that his hefiis hath in hevin hie, 
Love, that with a right wholfome aliaunce . 
Halte pcplc jojrnid as him lifte 'heni gie. 
Love, that yknittith lawe and companie. 
And cnuplis doth in vcrtue for to dwel, 
Binde this accorde that I have tolde andtelt 1 7.<0 

That that the world with faidi,whiche that is flablc, 
Diverfith fo his (loundis according, 
That dementis that bcthe difcordable 
Holdin a bonde perpetually during. 
That Phccbu? mote his rofy day forth bring. 
And that the mone:hath lordfliip ore the jiightest 
Al tkis docth Love; ale hcried be his mightes! 1 757 
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TliirdiattUtlMl«Kt«if'iM0Mi«*r': " 
Conftrainith to a certaine aidB Sa^l {'■■' • - 

Hisflodu,tliacfiFier£)rtlurins-gm«rnir* -i'<< ' - 

To drenchin erdie tad alte e»lihiiy }i ■ : 

AndifthatLofieidglitleiliMliiiidi^lpo: i / • 

Al chat now lovith al aJ ili riwcMicfi^ • - 

And loft were 'd'dnrLbfc'kak mdmid In^ Sfiij 

So wovUtb Ood, dUe ndiAiriiriif Undc; ' 
That with his bmide l^ovrof hii iveiturM(b"i.'i 
Toferchi»&ertiBti;aiidlalirto!biiid^ 1 :: > . " 
That from hit bondeno wi|ht fcbe wbjr. bat «#ifly • 
And hertit oolde tkem i^eld I that be cwift ' ■ >*' 
To make *hem love, ami that lift hiibaie rtwt 
Qirlierti8farr,ufd'iaDite*faeBitfi«t'bevtnfwej^ ^7711 

Ina1ld:fladiBfortirifa(mi^i»¥Mtoe ^ - 
Hewas, andaiethetfiffiinahrmlffifigllt^-! ■ . 
And certaiahf , hot ifthat bekii crv, ! > • 
Save HeAor moft idhulde of any wight'; 
And this encrefe of hardiaefle and might 
Come him of love, hiffiadies thanfce'to wio^ 
That altlrid hit rphitefowidiia. 1778 

In time of truce od haukiiig' woaM he ride^' 
Or ellis hunt the bore, heare, or lioito* ■ 
The fmald befiit let he gonbefide-i • 
And whan that he oome riding into* the totiB 
Ful oft his lady from her window doan^ 
As fre(h as faucon comin otft of nine, 
Ful rcdy was him godely to faluc, i 7 85 
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a^tllL tROILUf AKD CRESltDI.- 69 

And mod of love and veitue was his fp^cbe. 
And in difpite had he al wretchidnefTe ; 
And doutlefTp no nede was him to bcfcche 
To honourin theoi that had worthinelTe, - - 
And efin 'hem that werin in diftreCTe ; 
And glad was he if any wight wel ferdtf 
7'hat lovir wa« whan he it wift or herde. 1 79 % 

For, fothe to faine, he loft heldc every wight 
Bot if he were in i^ov'is high fetvice, 
I mcne folke that aught it hen of riorht ; 
And ore al this fo wcl coulde he devife 
Of fent^eht, and in fo uncouthe wife ' 
Al his array, that every lovir thought 
That al was well what fo he (aid or viTonght. 1 799 

And though that he be come of Mode rbyal 
Him lift of pride at do wight for to chacc ;■ 
Beuigne he was to cche in geoer^. 
For which he gate him thanke in every place: 
Thus woiildd I^ove, iheried be his grace 1 . . 
That pride and ire, envie and avarice. 
He gan to flie, and every othir vice. % ' : . 1806 

Thou lady bright, the dough tir of Dione ! 
Thy blinde and wingid fonne eke, Dan Cupide ! 
Ye Suftrin Nine eke ! that by Hcliconc 
In hil Pamaifo liftin for to* abide, 
That ye thus ferre han deinid me to gide 
I can no more, but fens that ye wol wende 
Yc hcried ben for aie withoutin cnUe ! 1 8 1 ^ 
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Al be that tliM«iMteM MbQ!'«M^:- ' ■ - 
A8iniiieaii^oiir909ifttali>t»dlfVil0r • *• • 

And TroilDs iirl«fi!0 abll^^iJliit ' ' J ■ 
UwilhCreftidd^]liro«Mie]iuiief4rell^ '- ■ i|M' 
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PROCEMIUM UBRIQUAifeTi; 

Laftitlvfii^ joUrj IdiMikid be Ibhtntie^ 

That femlth ttsmiSi whai^ flie WArhesile« 

And can to foils (olsorfeiil^ etfUHMT ■: 

That (bs-'h^m'.fiMe aidihNtt;; cniiciiinreioriiikbiM,' 

And whan a w^tar^n^foifi her wbde kttimtf' 

Than laughith (he; and htaltith him the mwwe; * f 

From Troilue iht gsdi her bright hct 
Away to wTitheyaiiditDiDe of biiuiiiofrhedcf^' 
And cafte>ihi dcJoe oaf of 'his> kaedle^s grtictti ■ 
And on her whekfte fevn^t Oklmede^, 
For which min hert.r%fa«'no^ giotrifh'to Meiidi 
And now my pen j ahst with whidil wk-ite^ 
Quakith for drede of- that I tnnft cddite : 14 



r//^ TKOlLUfl^llDC&USIDBb 

^or ^iftir CFerei4i Troilus f orfoke» 

at the left how.tlMt (be .was nakinde, - 

^ jl»eiuu»fQrthe ben mattr of jnyBokfiy' 

writin fo}ke through. 'which, it iain.miiuie: 

is! that {hei (hould cvir cau|e Qndt . 

fpeke jher barme ! and if thdbn her lie 

> (hrm/iife ihould have the yilaoie. a 

) ye £rinny.e»!.jKight*isdoaghtin;thre» 

at endelefle compline evir in .paine» 

■gxra, Aledo, and Tyii phone, 

ou cniil Mail eke ! fathir of Qnirine, 

U like Fourth Boke helpith me for to fine, 

tha% (h^ loos of loYe and lile i£ere 

Troilus be fully ibewid here. it 

INCIPIT LIBER QUARTUS. 

301N Gi In hoft, as I hare faide er this, 
Grekif Cbroqg aboatin Troid Coune, 
th^ whan that Phoebus (bining is 
(he.breAe of Hercules Laoun 
iedor with many a bold boro^a 
\A dale with Orekisfor to fight, 
'as wont« to greve 'hem what he might. 35 
\ how long or ihort it waa bitwenc 
*pore and that day thei fightin mente ; 
daie wel armid bright and ihena 
d many' a worthy knight out wente 
'. in honde, and with bigge bowisbente, 
berde, withoutln lengir lette, 
la the fcldc anon *hem rnelU* %'^ 
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The loogd dfty^iilb'ipiiiwfiafj^lgMUrt^'!'- *■ 
With 9xovfc^'Mh; fwwrdk, wMmttit^A^'i 3s - > 

And withalHrmfliaMttK»1iniiiU>4ttQl^ : '» ^i' '• ' • 

ButinthelaftftMKtl>cibchote'ki<«^'' 'i' '•'- 
Thefolke4i{T4iMff^IuattietviaA»Miflk4teA'JV*n< 49 

lihat with the woHc at night 

At whi^i^dcy i^takin Aot^oiori; 
Polydamas, ^a^vttaMcneftety " .. .. j . ; . .* 

Xantippe, SarpedoOrPoljrftdoois ..,•->. ! 
Tolite, or the -TnjjWi; D^d Ruphfes^ - ' * • • 
And othirtii3Pi lo&v as Phdbufet, 
So that for harme Asti dale the Mk» ef Tnal^ ' ■ '■ 
Dredin to lefe a grctc parse Dither jtile. ^ ^ •• - - ' j4 

Of Priamus was yeve, at Greket re^uefi, 
A time ol truce, add- tho thei gonniir tfete 
Ther prifoneri i« chaongin arioft and left , ■ • 
Andfor the.furplaryevinfoBaima.^eM;'« • 
This thing aoqfp^wascoQthe in «very(bDetei> • 
Bothe in th' aiTegK^ ia toon, and^^very where^ 
And with ih«£rti>it cbtne to Cakhas'erc. 63 

When Caldiis knew this teetifeihoiildylioldet ' 
I9 cofifi|korie^<unongethe6rekisfoM ' ■■ -■ •- 
He gan in thringb'iiDrthe withthe lordis Mo,' 
And fee him there as he wat wobtao done, > *• ' 
And with a chaungid £ace 'hem bade a faboe^ 
For love of God, to done that reverence 
1*0 iUntinnoife^.fuid yeve him attdience* < f^ 
6 



Thmn faid he thus, JLo ! Lordi^ mite, I was 
Tro3ran, as it b knowio out ^;4rcde. 
And if chat you.nemembnB* i.aiii Calchas, 
That aldir&rft yavecMnforttOk your fiede» 
And toldd vTci bowc thbt 70a fltouidiii (pidt^ 
For dredelefle tlv^Bgh Ijrott ihal is « ftouode 
Sea Troie ifirent, loid: hetin domi io grmiode. 7 7 

And is ith«t ibtmt'ot in vrhat maair wife 
This toun to fhendc^and alyour Juft atcbere. 
Ye have cr.d^ wd faef de tne you devifis ; 
This knowin .ye» my Lordis, as I kve. 
And for the Grekis werin mc fo leve, 
1 came my ftel£e in my propir perfone 
To te^e inthis how* you was bed to dotie. 84 

Having unto myitrefedr ne my rent 
Right no regarde i»Mfpe&e of your cfe, 
Thus al my gode Lkfte and to you went, 
Wening in this you, iiordis, for to plefe ; 
But al that luilc ne doth me no difefe; 
1 voush£ifii do, as wifely have 1 joie. 
For you to lefe althat 1 have in Troie, 9I 

Save, of a duughtir that i lcf(r, alas ! 
Sleping at home twfaen out of Troie I fkcirt : 
O fteme, Dcroil; fathik' that I was! 
Howe might I have in that fo hard an bert ? 
Alas that 1 ne* had brought her in my (htrt ! 
For forow* of whichj wol nat live t6 morow 
fine if ye, Lordis, rewe vpon my (brow. 98 



Telling fau talc alway this oldd grey* 
rluDible in fpcche tnd in his loking eke. 

The fiilt^ teris from his eyin twey 

pul fad yronnin doun by eithir cheke ; .. . 

So long he gan of roconr *hem befeke 

That for to hele him of his ibrowes fore 

rhci gave him Antenor withoutin more. 133 

But who was glad inough but Calchas tho? ' - 
And of this thing ful fone his nedis leide 
On them that (houldin forthe tretife go, . . ' 
And them for Antenor fill oft^ preide 
To bringin home KingThoas and Crefeide ; 
And wkau Priam his iafe condod fent, 
Th.' embafiadours to Troie flreight thei went* 1 40 

The caafe i'toldc of ther comming, ttie olde 
Priam the King ful fone in generall ' 
?an herenpon his parliment to holde, - - 
M whiche th' cffeAe reherdo yon I fliall : : 
h* embafladoors ben anfwcrde for finail 
he efchaunge-of prifoners and al this nede 
em likith wel, and forth in thei procede* ' . 147 
rhit Troilus was pre£ent in the place - 
\an aikid was for Antenor Cocfeidc, 
whiche f nl foiie to chaungin gan his face, ■ ■ 
\c that with tho wordis wel nigh deide; 
lath^IeifiE he no worde to it fcide, 
men Ihdald his affciSion efpie ; 
mann*is hert he gan his forowes drie. x j 4 
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ifaif/K TKOTLirS AND CRESIIDE. 77 

The noife of pcpk upflert then atones 
As brimme as blafe of ftrawe ifet on fire. 
For infortune it wouldc for the nones 
Thei (houldin ther confuiion dcfire* 
Hc(ftor, (quod thei) what goft may yon enfpire 
This woman thus to fliilde, and done us Icfe 
Dao Antenor ? a wrong waie now ye cheic 189 

That is fo.wife, and eke fo buldc baroun. 
And we have nede of folke, as men may fe ; 
He is one of, the gretift of this'toun : 
O HeAor ! lette fuche thy fantafies be ; 
O King Priam I (quod thei) thus fegg^ we, 
7'hat all our.Toice is to forgone Creicide, 
And to delivir Antenor thei preide. 196 

O Juvenal, I.orde! trewc isthy fentcnce, 
That litil wcnin foUut what is to yeme, 
That thei ne£ndin- in ther defire offence, 
For doude of er^oarne lette 'hem difcerhe 
What heft is ; and lo \ here: cnlkftiple* as yeme ; 
Thefe folke .deiirin now deli viraunce 
Of Antenor, that brought 'hem to mifchaunce : 2C3 

For he was aftir traitour to the toune 
Of Troy, jalas ! thei quitte him out to rathe: 
nice world, lo thy difcrecion !. . .: 
Crefeidd, w^ich that nevir. did *hem fcathe, 
Shal nowc no lengir in her bliffe bathe, 
Bat AntenoF'he ihal come homcto toane. 
And (he ihal out : thus laid both hecre and houne. 2 10 
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Right as the wildd bulle beginnith fpring 
Now here now there, idarcid to the herte, 
And of his deth rorith in complaining, 
Right fo g^ he about the chambre fterte, 
Smiting hit bred aie with his fidiit fmcrte ; 
His hed to the* waH, his body to the groande, 
Fal ofte he fwapte, him fehrin to confoande; a45 

His eyin twofcr pite aF his hert6 
Out ftremidin as fwifte as wellis twey ; 
The highd fobbis of his forowes fmerte 
His fpcche him' refte ; nnnethis might he fey 
O Deth, alas! why n*ilt thoo do me dey ? 
Acurfid be that day which that Nature • ■ 
YihiDpe me to ben a Hv'is creture! 15 % 

But aftir, whan the fury* and al the rage 
Whiche that his-hertd'twift and fafti threft 
By length of tisi^ fomewhat gan afwage. 
Upon his bedde be laide him doun to reft ; 
But tho begott'his Ceres more out to brcft^ 
That wondir is the body maie fuffife 
To halfe this wo whiche that I you devife; 25 9 

Than faide he thus; Fortune, alas the while! 
What have I done \ what have I the agilt \ 
How mightift thou for routhe thus me begile \ 
Is there no grace \ and fhal I thus be fpilt \ 
Shal thus Crefeide away fof thbt ehoa wilt ? 
Alas ! how mightift thou in thine hert finde 
Tobentomfrthaicru^andunkindc'? a66 
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So TROiLvtAiti>cuniEiBr« . MkZfl 

Have I thenat honouridilmyltve,:*} = .. :i :. : 
As thou weU wotdL, tbove tke-godflUallf j :. •:'■..: 
Why wilt thop jthen of thtt jdie aw ^Ofmt i '■ ' 

Troilus i wlMt miymefi obw tbiBfall i ^ • V. . ; I 
But wretcht ••£'#rctcKit^ oot tyf Hboonvlil ■ . ' 
lIIton\ift*f7^«n wbichc I weibe^vruie^r''}' . 
qrereidCi.iaMltaLthii^ Otc hrctlue m-bStx-' K7S 

AUs, Fortuned if that tny life ia|Dt 
Difplefid had imto thy fouleenide,: t:. r. .in: 
Why ne* haddift jthott my iatbii' King i^fFfb/' 
Biraftet|ieIift,drdoD€znTbtethriii:die>' : i 
Or flainc my felfe, th4t thin cbospblBe aod Cfie? 

1 combre worU that maie df nbthiog fcrTe»' ' 
Biilevir die and nevir fully ^erwo, .: ^ .. ;: .• sS0 

If that Crefeide alone wezin mcilaftc , 
Naught rtught I whidir thou woldift me ftere. 
And her, a^aa I than haft thou me birafte' i- 
But evirmpre,-lo! this ia thy minere, ' ' 
To reve a y^igbt that mode i» (o himiderVt . .. ' 
To pre Ye in that .thy gterfullsiiileniae; '.. 
Xitfis am i Ui&t Tthert helpith to defence.' ■ i .' .^tf 

O ycKy Lordc! e L«fe, ©.god! •lasl- ' • : : 
That knowid beiik naik) hertiui|i«l mykhonghty . ' ' 
What l^ai my /oroufiiU li£e done in-tltii caia 
If I forgothsit Ifodeivhaveiiaiight.' .. . . ■ 
Sens ye Crefcidc itod me h«ve fully brought 
Into your.grace, abd bdth dur hettis feled> . 
How male ye (uifre*, alas ! it be repeled ?. . 994 
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What I may dooA tflial, whild limuf^ca^ - 
On live, in toraKStaiBiincniiUfaiiie;: 1 

This infortun/B and this dilkvintliffD: 

Alone as ! was borne 1 vol complained . 

Ne nerir wol I feneic-fliibe or rainis^ . 

But ende ^ w<3i as Edippc in derkneft) : 

My wofuU li£r, a^d idytn in diilrefik . - ' 3c t 

O wery gpftf -t&at tfrifi to and h6y\ • ■ 
Why n*ilt thou fiien.oiit of the wofiiHeft . : . 
Body that eyimntght on gronndeygo^ . 
O fould ! lurking: in this wofol neftc^ . . 
Flee forth anon, and do- mine herteto brefte,' 
And folowe Crefdd^ thy lady dere ; 
Thy right |dace is no lengir to ben hen* . 50! 

Owofaleyintwsi fens: your difpttte 

Was al to fene Crefeid's cjln farlght^- 
What (hal.ye done^ but for my difcoimfiDrCc 
Seondin for naogfatand wepio out your fight. 
Sens {he is qseiot that wont was yon to Hght? ■ 
In veine from this £enth have I eyin twey* ~ 
Iformid, fens your vereue is awey. 3 15 

O my Crefeidii oladyfov^aine! 
Of this fisrowfoU fonl^ that thus crieth 
Who Ihal now yevin comfort to thy paine t 
Alas ! no wight ; bat whan mine hert ydieth 
My fpirite, whichetbat fo onto you bictb, 
Receve in gre, for that ihall aie you fenre ; 
Forthy no force is tbbogh the body flcnre. 3 %% 



Ben fette of 19QftBqe^ut<godrfmillMV:'*; 

God lene thit ye M.iiiidiaJovibGftd%:i^ :^ 

And longd mocetyour lifii in JD^r VBdaktt; '•*'' 

Bat when ye cooriaibymyie^iiitiinii i ^■^'•.■ 

RemembrithddtyoiMrliekni^l-itfitkdMPdL •• 

f ot I loved eke, Miagh' I womMkjRrwM^ :<•"■<•<' $if 

O olde oowholAibc mud JiiiflivtfiiiaD^; - * ( 
CalchatlmebelmlM^tilittaiUd'die ''':v ' 

TobenaGreie|Bu.thoa:||rtibciriieTni}aB'^ ' '. 
OCalchaslwhic^UiatMtmybi^bi, ' 

In curfid^tifaiiinB'ChooborBefbriDe;' - 
AswouldcbliafuUrJotiforlpejoye..- .• • '. ' 
Th»t I tbc hadiiwheie that I w6ttU in.Tmiti -■ 936 

A thoufande fighb hoctir tiiui the f Itdd 
Out of his breft Qche aftir othii*' wente,- 
Mcdlid with pfaontia newe, his wo to fedf , 
lor whiafae ht& wofiil teris nc vir ifasme ; : 
And, ihortiy, ib his forowes him to rente. 
He woxe fo mate that ne joy nor peoaonce ' 
Hq-fclithnone, butlyithinatraance. - 34^ 

PandaruR, whkhe that in the parliment * 
Had herde whdt every lord and burgeis feid. 
And how f ui graontid was by one affcot ■ - ' 
For Autcnoirto yeldin out Crefeide, 
C;an w el lugh wode out of his wit to bireidef 
So that for, wo he nc wift wKat he mcnte^ . 
But in a rageto Troilas he wente. 
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A ccr Uine Juught that for the timi^ kepte - 
The chambre dc^eundid it him anoae^- 
And Pandarus, that ful tendirly wepte, ^ / "■ 
Intothedeiiitfchainbreatllilaftdoiie ■ I- 
Towardethehedde-ganibftlyfortDgpone^ " 
So conf oic that he ne will what to iiiy ;. . . . ■ 
For very wo hifl witte was nigh away. ' ■ 337 

And with hit chere and loking al to tomo • . 
For wo of this, and with his armia foldeu, • 
He ftode thia woful Trains befonie. 
And on his pitouHfKe;,he gan beholden; 
But Lord Lib oftin ganiiis hert to coklen, 
Seyng his frende in wo, whole hevincflb . 
Uifi hcrte flough, as thooght him, for difirefle, ■ 364 

This wof al wight, this froilus, that feite 
His frende Pahdare icoinin him to fe, 
Gan as the fnbw aycnft the funne to mclte^ - 
For whiche'this wo&iiPandare of pite 
Gan for to wcpe as tendirly as he ; 
And fpechclcffe thus ben thefe ilkd twey^ 
That neithir might for forow o worde fey. 37 X 

But at the lafl. this wofull Troilus, 
Nigh dcd for fm^rt, gan breftin oat to rore» 
\nd with a ibrowf ul noifc he laid thus 
Vmonges bis fobbis and his.fighis lore ; 
o ! Paiidare, I am d«d, withoutin more; . 
aft thou nat herde at parliment, he feide, 
vr Antcnor how ioUc is my Crcfeide I 378 
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Wlntt ! Ood ifbrbid always that eche plcfaunca 
In o thing were, and in non othir wight ; 
If one can iinge anochir can wel daunce. 
If this be godely fbeis glad and light/ 
And this is fait« aiid that can gode aright; 
Eche for his tlertne holdin is full dere 
Sothe heroncr and faucon for ri vere . 4 13 

And eke, u writ jILaniis, thit was foil wife, 
The newd lot e out diafith oft the old. 
And upon newe cafe lyith newe avife ; 
Thinke eke thy felf to Htm thou art hold ; 
Soche fire hj proceflelhall cif kind^ cold, 
For fens it is*hiit cafucll plefatince 
Sohie cafe flial pnt it out of remembrannce. 410 

For all fo fore a» daie cometh aftir ni^ht 
Hie newd love, labour, or othir wo, 
Or ellis feld£ iciiig of a wight, 
Doen old affe^ons all ovir go ; 
And for thy part thon (halt have one of tho 
To abredge with thy bittir painis fmcrte ; 
iUeiKe of her Audi drive her out of htrte. 417 
Theft Wordisfaied he for the nonis all 
o helpe his frende, left he for foroWe delde, 
<r doubtdleue to doen his wo to fall 
; ne ralight nat what unthrift chat he ftlde ; 
tTroUus, that nigh forforowe dcide, 
« little hede of all that ere he nient ; 
ere it herd, at the' othir out it went. 434 
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Buiat-chelaft^ aiiifweid8K^AMtA«l^v/ 

Thih »t;chcraft,oi",yhclid thi|».to:l^ ^^-^w ^ iM* w 

Were wcUfittiogif tfc^.|.wvil#ifel4|rtJ\ i!»-» - : ■ 
To traifin her U^^ tf oe is- nn^ 1>|fE| ■• Ir' :*. ri v ' ! 
I praie Gcud kt tlu« CQunfiule «f rjtr^^li^^ , t .;;: 
But doe,me rathirHenrc anon riglU; Ikvc^ .; (^ . v 

4&'.I thusdoenasthoutncwouldiltleMWi I .' .4 
She ih^ f Jbrvp. iwis, what ftf thop isk,^ . 

To vhom mioq l)eite enha))t(e>u-by right, v . : 

Shall have me wM^y ^^<^** till that Ldeic i« - 

For, Pandar49f f<iQs .1 have trfu.th her hight . 

I woll nat b<3D.vntrue for any wjghty ■ ■; 

But as her man I woU ai^ Itve and ftcr?^ . ' . 

And nevir vrofjic non othir creturc fenre^;* 4 

And thcte thouijueil thou fikaltai'l^re yfind 

Asflie, letbe; makeoocompariioo . - 

To a creture iformid here by Kinde; 

leve, Pandanis! thy condufion; . 

1 woll nat bell^ of thine opinion 
Touching all thia, for whiche I the bef^che 
£oholde thy pece; thoi^0aeft one with thy fpeche. 4 

Thon biddift me that I (honld love another . 
All freihly new;^, and let Crefeide go;^ 
It lithe nat in nriy powir, levi brother. 
And thpiigh I might yet would I nat doc fp ; , 
But canft thou playin raket to and fro. 
Nettle' in Docke out, now this now that, Pandarc 
Npw foulc fall her for thy wo that care ! 4 
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Thop £mft eke by me, thou Pandarus, 
As he that whan a wight is wo bigon 
He Cometh to him apace and (aith right thus, 
Thinke not on fmert and thou (halt fel^ none. 
Than maieft me firft tranfmewin in a (tone. 
And re ve me xd my palionis all, 
Or thou fo lightiy do my wo to fall. 469 

The deth maie well o«t of my breft depart 
The life, fo Ipng maie laft thtsforowe mine, 
But fro my fonle (hall Crefeid'is dart 
Out sevirmore, but doane with Proferpine, 
Whan I am dedde, I woU go won in pine. 
And there I woll eternally complain 
1^ wo, and'how that twinnid be we twain. 4 76 

Thou haft here made an argument full fine. 
How that it flionldin iaSi pain ybe 
Crefetdi to fergon, for (he was mine, 
And lived in efe and in felicite : 
Why gabbift thou, that faidift erft to me 
That him is wors that is fro wele ithrowe 
Than he had erft none of that wele ikno we ? 483 

But tel me now, fens that the thinketh (b light 
To chaungin fb in love aie to and fro. 
Why haft thou nat doen buftly thy might 
To channgih her that doeth the al thy wo I 
Why n*ilt thoo let her fro thine hcrtc go ? 
Why n'ilt thou love anothir lady fwete^ 
That maie thine herte fettin in quiete ? 490 

Hij 



*^^^ l^iW, ^^OTl-«» AND CRlBllDt. *9 

** 'Wvi'\ws\xx% Vn t-cris gan diftill , 

K%\itci>M^>iX ol a. \unbcck full faft, 
K^^'^%xAax>^% gan hold his tongd ftill, 
And to the ground his cyin dounc he caft, 
But nathelcffc thus thought he at the laft ; 
what! parde rathir than my fclowe dcic 
^77 Yet Ihall I fomwhat more unto him feic. 5 *5 

And fayid, Frend, fens thou haft fochc diftreffe, 
And fens the lift mine argumentis blame, 
^Vhy n'ilt tbou thy fclvin helpc doen redreffc. 
And with thy manhodc lettin all this game ? 
Goravilhe her, necanft thou not for ftiame ? 
And eithir let her out of tound fare 
ft-iiold her ftiU, and leve thy nic^ fere. 53* 

Art thoo in Troic and haft non hardiment 
JO take a woman whiche that lovith the, 
And would her feWin ben of thine affent ? 



Firft, fin thou wffdkibnitmutiMtiA^mmn 
For ra viihiDg of wofmaUfoilqr. niffii^ ' 
It flioul4 not l^ f Bi(M4bp;t0.dni«i^ 
A-^ it ftont liHW, gift Aicfi fegiHrdnriBlij^ii . 
I ihould hi^«UiBl»kmoo<!cia:)|iRtgiiir; 
My fathir*8 iviCvBiiCtkaH ib'iinMmUli 
9«DB ihe iscbiiiigidfQCJUMttopp^ik^pdcLi : 4^3 

i Ba? Ji die thai^,J9cit wflteterAflJnil^ : 
To aike her oto^l l^tkimtf |wSfiN»; .' 
Than (Hio^ lt^«rmhfci:iMJd»I2^e9f» 
i>ens well I .W9t lolie (nst notf^iocha^!) . 
For fensmjElifthiriin'&thiiUii^ p^Mtt . 
As parliment hath ^MteefiDbitingBi^niidled - 
HenUllfbriQe.hifc]fttir.facL]9e|^eIea.; . fi» 

Yet dcede I ffloftc her hitrti tQ jpcrtnrbt 
With yioieaoft* if I dOc ffkh^ai^aiiia^ . 
Fpr i( I woul^-Ujopiiiiy dt(lurb<i; 

It muft b^ difclavndre ^oto hci^lHuncv- • 
And me were Ipvx die thao ^fr j 

Aft n*oldi €Mt butkthtc I ihonki' 
Hv honour le wthaa inj. lifetli &ve« 

Thus am.iioft^.£Dr alight ^MtJ^cMi Ji^ 
For certain it tfaatiith laikthe^ l^ughl^ ' 
J muA herhoBoacliBvicbaft.t)dui^ I 
In eyery cafip»>aalimr ought of :i%ht4 
Thys antLyrith defire and rdbn ftwight^ ' 
Dcfire for to-diftpprbinhermeredtth,' 
And rcfon o'ill liof> fp n^nc haU ditdct^K- 
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Thus weping, that he ne could oevir ce{c. 
He faied, AUul! how (hall I wretche fare^ 
For well fele I alwaie my love encrefe. 
And hope is lafle and lafle alway, Pandare ; 
Dncrefin eke the cauiU of my care ; 
So welawaie ! why n*iU mine hertd breil? 
for why \ in loTe there is but little reft. 5 S& 

Pandare anfwerid, Frend, thou maieft for me 
Poen as the lift, but hsd. I it fa bote, 
And thine eftace, iheihottld ygo with me; 
Tho all this toon cried on this thing by note, 
I n*olde fist all that noife at a grote. 
For whan men have wsU cried than woll thd roun, 
fike wondir laft but ix daies nere in tmm. j Z% 

I>evtnith not in refon aie fo depe, 
Ne curtilly, hot helpe thy felf anon ; 
Bet is that othirthan thy fielvin wepe. 
And namily fens ye two ben all one : 
Rife up,- for by mine hedde (he ihall not gone. 
And rathir ben in blame a liul^ found 
Than fterve here as a gnat withoutin wound. 5 95 

It is no ihame unto you ne no vice 
Her to witholdin that the lovith mofte; 
Paravinture ihe might holde the for nice 
To If tts her ga thus to the Grekis hofte : 
Thinke eke ForiMne^ as well thy felvin wofte^ 
flelpiib the bariSe man. to lit tmprifg^ 

4^ weiYit^ WECtchis for ther cowardifc* 601 
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And t}uragk' thy lady would aliM her gnrv^ 
Thou flialtihyfd£thypecehere«ftirjiiike| - 
ButastomecerUinl caonotleva-'' ' • ■"':*;.■. 
That (he Fxmid.if AS now for cariU tilbvr ' 
Why (houlde than for fere thine hertd qvduei' 
Thinke how.that Paris hath, that isthy lomlMrf 
▲ love, aud vAkj flial thou not faa«e«DOfher ^ 609 

And;TrofliiSyjathing.ldas0thcfirera».- • 
That if Crefeid^, whiche that it thy lefii,^ 
Now lovitlLthe as weU as thotf doeil here, 
(^od he]|ie me fo, (he n*ill ijot take agrefe ' ' ' • 
Though thou do ^e anon in this nulchtfe) 
And if (he wilnith fro thefor to pafle • r: . 
Thanisihefilfe^foloYeherwcUthehfle. 61^ 

Forthy take hert, andthinke right as a knightt 
Through love is.hrokin al dale eyery iawe (■ ■■ 
Kith now fonivhat thy «orageaDd)thymight{ * • 

Have mercie oa thy felf ; for aBy4iwe A 

1 .ct no^tfaip. wretthid wo thine hert yg i ia wie, > 
But manly fet the Wockle on fixe and feven, 
ADdifilu>ndie>aBaartyrgotohevcii»-' • = 6*5 

1 woU my felf iben with the at this^dcd^ • ■ ■ 
Though I an^albmykin opon a-ftoniid ' • ' - * t 
Should in a ftrete^ doggia Ifggia'dede^ « r ■ "."* i 
Through-giitwithnaanya-Widfr-blodic'Wotmdi ■ «.' 
In every dUei well a frend he fiuuid; . ' . 
And if the liftc hc^e ftcnrin as a wretche ' V 

Adieu, the detill fpedd him thatxetche ! ■ ' 630 
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This Tvoililf gao with tho wordis quiccjCy 
And fayid, Frepd, graunt mercie ! I alTcnt, 
But cecfainly thQumaieft nat fo me pricke^ 
Ne paln.e nooe ne maie me fo tourment. 
That for np cafe, it is not mine estcnt. 
At (hort wordi«, though that 1 d^ (hould. 
To raviih her but if her fclf it would. 63 7 

Why, fo meoe I (^uod Paodare) al this. day ; 
But tell sac than» haft. thou her well aflaied 
Th^t forowf ft.tbus ^ and he anfwerd^ him Naie. 
Whereof art thou (quod Pandarc) than diimaicd. 
That n*o(le nef that {he wol ben il apaied • 
To ravifhe her, feos thou haft not hen there, 
Bub if that Jove the tolde it in thine ere f 644 

Foirthy iif«.qp,.%t naught nc were, anon. 
And waflie thy face, and to the king thou wend. 
Or he rvaic w^ndrin vrhidir thon art gon; 
Thou muft with wifedome him and othir blend. 
Or upon cafe he maie aftir the fend 
Or tho.i| be ware : and, fhortly, brothir dere ! 
Be glad, and let me werke in this mattere ; 6st 

For I ihaU flupc it fo that iikirly 
Thou (halt this night ibmtime in fome manere 
Come fpekin with thy ladie privily. 
And by her wordis, eke as by her chere. 
Thou (halt full fonc aperceve and well here 
Of her entent, and in this cafe the beft; 
4nA i^tc now ivcll, for la this poinds I reft. 6s € 
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The fwifte Fam^, whiche that fab tfaiogis 
Equall repoititK Uke the thiagis tnte, • • ' 
Was througfcimc Ttok iflcdivitb preitwiiigik 
Fro man to nuu!, and nade his tale tU^tfwe^ ' . 
How Calchas doogfctir with her bi<ight#ke#0 ' 
At parlin^hht, witbpBtio wordknore,* • ' -•' 2' 
igrtpntid was in efaawnge of An 't c no r e . •• ' 

1 he li^ic&i taltfUioD right «s Crdeide 
Had herdi 4e,-i«Uche-that o^her fathiniMiglie 
(As io'thfscife) right oao^t; ne^iHtttf Iw dridt 
FaUbofilytoJiijaterbiefoQght'' >' •>- '' 
YeTe him oaiidunific^ that this'trettd hron^t I 
Bat, Ihortlyt^kft tliefe talis fotlv^-were' -• 
SheduHlat&or.wightaikiaitfbtfere;'' '» 

Asihetfaatiiadfaerhertind'allhermiode ' 
On Trnkis ifeir fo- wondir fad 
That all that worid ne might her love nflhiod 

Ne TroiKit oQtof her hertd caft, 

She would ben his while that her life mtxt laft ; 
And (he thss brennith bothe in love and drede 
So that (he ne .wift what was bed to rede. 

But as men fenein toune and all'aboot, 
That WDBcn ofe ther freodis to^ ^ifife. 
So to Crefeide o£ women came a roiit ■ 
For pitons joie, and wendin her deii«e. 
And with ther talis, dere inongh a*mit«;- ' 
Thefe women; whiche that in the dte-dwitfll,- 
Th^ fet*iicmdoune,axidfaieda9lflialitelU~ 
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(Quod fird that one) I ami glad traily- 
Bicaufe of yoa, that (Iiall your fathir fe. 
Anothir faied, Iwls fd am not i. 
For all to little hath ^e with us be. 
(Quod tho the thirde) I hope iwis that ihe 
ShiU bringin us the pece on every ilde, 
That whap (he goth AJmightie God her gide! 693 

Tho wordis aad tho womanniihe thingis 
She herd *hem right although ihe thennis were, 
For God it wote her herte on othir thing is; 
Although the body fat emong'hem there 
Her adyerten.ce.is.iill^aie eUis where ; 
For Troilus full faft her foule fought; 
Withoutio worde on him alwaic ihe thought. 7C« 

Thcfe women that thus wcndin her to plefe 
Aboutin naught ^on all ther talis fpende ; 
Soche vanite ne can doen her none efe, 
As (he that all thiii meuc while brende 
Of othir padion than thci ywende. 
So that (he fclte almofte her herce die 
For wo, and werie of that companie. 707 

For whichc might (he no lengir redrain 
Her teris, thci ganiu fo up to well, 
That gavin (ignis of her bittir pain 
In whiche her fpirite was and mud ydwell, 
Remembring her from hcvcn unto which hel 
She fallin was fens (lie forgo the fight 
Of Froilus, and forowfully (he (ij;ht. 714 
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And thilk»>ISDMkfetti»gf lier 8b(Ml 
Wendin that.A«lM4 w«^ ind^l^^AM 
Bicaufe that flic ihonidlD^evc^UletMl - 
Depaxtin,aadne«h''pkl«wi|li^^bMlibwe) 
And thei tfatt iMadiB kaowiii bfer vT^iNf 
Se her fo wcpe;4tid ttought it tMildHAUBfty 
Ai^e<ihfrQf'heiiiweptelKferb^dlflfii«u 7*1 

And b«filiQ theif^omin bcroodifo^tt " 
On thing Obdmt ub which' flw lictl<ft Chiftjg^ 
And with ther tolii 'wendin hcf difpofte^ 
And to be glad thei oftin her hefo<ight ; 
But fochc an eletherwith thei in hdr 'WHAig}^ 
Rlight as a man is -efid for to fek 
for achfc of kedde to dawen' him cm his hltlt*' ' 7»6 

But after all this nicd vaoite 
Thei toke ther leve, and home thei wentin all ; 
Crefeide, full of fordwfttll pite, 
Into her chambre* up went out of the hall. 
And on her bcddc flie gan for dedde to faQ, 
In purpofe nevir thennis for to fife. 
And thus ihe wrought, as I ihall yoa deviie. 735 

Her owndid he6r, that fonniflie wasof heWe, 
She rent, and eke her fingirs long and fmak 
She wrong ful oft, and bade God on her roe. 
And with the death to doe bote on her bale; 
Her heW^, whilbm bright, that tho was pale. 
Bare witneiTe of her wo and her conftreint. 
And thus (he fpake, fobbing in heir compleint: 74a 
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Alasl (quod (he) out of this reprioun 
I, wofuU Mrretche and infortunid wight. 
And borne in curOd conftellaciuuHp 
Moce gon, and thu» departin fro my knight ! 
Wo worthe, alas ! that ilkc day 'is light 
On which I fawe him iirft vrich cyin twain 
Tkat caufith mc and I him all this pain ! ;4y 

Therwith the terit from her eyin twx) 
Doune fell as ihouris full in Aprill fwithc, 
Her white breft flie bet, and for the wo 
Aftir the dcth (he cried a thoufande fithe, 
Sens he that wont her wo was for to lith 
She mute forgon, for whiche difavinture 
She helde her felfin a forloft creture. 73 6 

She f«ied, How fhali he doen and I alfo! 
How 0iould I live if that I from him twin! 
O der^ herte eke, that I love ia^ 
Who fhdU that fofowe Haen that ye ben in ! 
Calohas, futhir ! t^iine be all this (in ! 
mothir mine, that depld wer \rgive, 
Wip worth tiiat daic that thou me bare on live! 763 

To what flue fhould I live and forowrn thus I 
How [hould a fifhe withoutin watir dure? 
Whar is Crcfcidc worth from Troilus ? 
How ih.-iiild a plant or' any othy* creture 
I.ivin withotitc hi«« kindly noriturc .' 
Tt whiche fuii oft a byword here I fcic, 
Ttat crthcif fo mote grcxic mcdis ions dcvc • 77.* 
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T dun doen thtat, rentndthcr fwotd ae tet 
Dare I none haadle for tKe amtlie^ 
That iikd dait that I fro yeo depart* 
If foro we of that n*'M bm my bane be. 
Than ihall no mete ne drinke ycotee io me 
Till I my foule out of my breft unihetb. 
And thus my (elvin woll I doen t» deth. < 

And, Troilni, my dotbU ererichoae 
ShuU blacks ben, in tokininffy-herte fwctef 
That { am as out of this worMe agone 
That wont ywas you to fet id quiete^ 
And of mine ordir aie, till deth me mete. 
The obfervaunce evir in your abicnce 
Shall fomwe ben, complaint and abftinencc. { 

Mine herte, and eke the wofuU ghoft therck^ 
Biqueth 1 with your fptrite to compfaun 
Eternally, for thei (hall nevir twin ; 
For though in yerth ytwionid be we twain. 
Yet in the felde of pite, out of pain, 
That hight Elyfium, we Ihall ben ylere. 
As Orpheus and Enrydice his fere. j 

Thus, hertd mine ! for Antenor, alaa! 
} Tone (ball be yckaungid, as I wene ; 
But how (hull ye doen in this wofuU caas ? 
How (ball your tendi? hertithut lutein f 
But, herte mine ! foryet this forowe*andteiiey> 
And me alfo ; for, (bthly for to feie, 
So yc well^arc I retche not for to deie. 
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How might it evir redde ben or ifong 
The pijdntis that (he made in her dillreiTe ? 
I n*ot, but as for mc, my little tong. 
If 1 difcrivin woold her hevincife, 
It ihould ymake her forowe feme leile 
ThaQ that it was, and childlfhly deface 
Her hie comfUaint, and therfore I ic pace. 805 

Pandarus, whiche that fent from Troiius 
Was to Crefcide, as ye have herd devife, 
That for the bed it was accordid thus. 
And he lull glad to doen him that fervice 
Unto Crefeide in a full fecrcte wife, 
There as ihe laie in tourment and in rage. 
Came her to tell all wholly his meflage ; Sea 

And fonde that ihe her felvin gan to trete 
Foil pitottily, for with her faltd teres 
Her breil and face ibathid was full wete, 
Her mightie trcffis of her fonniihe heres 
Unbroidin hangin all about her eres, 
Whiche yavin him very fignall mattlre 
Of dcth, whiche that her herte gan de (ire. 8 T9 

Whan ihe him fawe ihe gan for forowe* anon 
Her tcty face atwixt her armis hide. 
For whiche this Pandare is fo wo bigon 
That in the hous he might unneth abide, 
As he that felt forowe on every fide, 
For if Crefeide had eril complainid foro 
The gan ihe plain a thoufande timis more, 8i6 
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Tournid her tho Crcfeide a wo making 
So grcte, that it a deth was for to fe : 
Alas! (quod (he) what wordis maic yc bring, 
^Vhat well my dcre herte fcudin unto me, 
Whiche that I dred^ nevir more to fc ? 
WoU be have piunt or tcris er I wtiidc ? 
1 have inough if he theraftir fende. 86 1 

She was right fochc to fcnc in her vifatre 
As is that wight that men on bcrc ybiodc, 
Her face, like of paradi» the image, 
Was all ichaungid in anothir kinde ; 
The plaie, the laughtir, men wer wont to find 
In her, and ckc her joyis evcrichonc, 
Beo fledde ; and thus licth Crcfcido alone. 868 

About her cyin two a purpre ring 
Bitrcnt, in fothfaft tokening of her pain, 
That to behold it was a dediy thing, 
For whiche Pandiirus ne might nat reflrain 
The teris from his eyin for to rain ; 
fiat nathcUflc a>9 he beft might he fcide 
From Troilu* thefc wordis to Crefoidc : 87* 

Lo! nece, I trowe well ye han herd all how 
The King, with othir lordis, for the bcfl 
Hath made efchaunge of Antenor and you. 
That caufe is of this forowc and unrefl. 
But how thih cafe doth Troilus mohfl 
This maic none yerthly mann*if> tong yfaic; 
For very wo his wit is all awaie : 82} 2 
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For whiche we havt fe ibr«lf«dheu4 It 
That into little it had bathe utfliwet . 
But through ray coaoiuk this daie, fiiiaU|r, 
He fomwhat hath fro weping him widndntwe^ 
And femith me that he defirith fiiwe 
With you to ben all flight, for to.devife 
Rcmedie'ofthis, if there were aii^ wife. 899. 

This, fhort and plaiii« th* efie& of my mefl8gC9 
As ferfonhe as my wit cao compiehcade» 
For ye that ben of toarment Jn focfat xwgt 
Maie to no long prolog;ve aa bow catcodc^ 
And hereupon ye maie anfwere him feode; 
And for the love of God, my nece dere I 
So leve this wo or Troilus be here. 896 

Crete is my wo, (quod ihe) and fighid ibre, 
A' ihe that (elith drdly (harpe diftrcfle. 
But vet to me his forowe* is mokill more. 
That love him bet than he hhnfeif I gefle. 
Alas ! for me hath he foche hevincfle \ 
Can he for me fo pitoufly complain ? 
I wis thift forowe doublith all my pain. 9^3 

Grevons to me, God wot, it is to twin, 
(Quod fnc) but yet it hardir is to me 
I'o fene that forowe which that he is in. 
For well wot I it woll my band be, 
And die I woll in certain tho (quod ihe ;) 
But bid him come er Deth chat thus me threteth 
Drive out that ghoft which in min hert ybetcth. 91* 
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rhefe wordis faied, fhe on her arnl'is two 
Fill gruffe. and gan to wq>ij3 pitouflr. 
(Quod Pandaruft) Alas! why doe yc fo, 
Se;is ye well wote the time is fa(l6 by .... 
l^hat he fhall come ? arifo up haftily. 
That he you nat biwopin thus yfinde. 
But ye wol have him wode out of his minde : 91 f 

For wift he that ye farde in this manere 
He would himfelfin flea ; and if [ wende 
To have this fore he fliould not comin here 
For all the gode that Priam maie difpendei 
For to what fine he would anon pretende, 
That know I well ; and forthy yet I feie 
80 leve this forowe*, or, plainly, he woU deie : 914 

And fliapith you hit forowe for to* abredge 
And nat encrefin, Icfd need fwete ! 
Bethe rathir to him caufe of plat thin edge. 
And wich fome wifedom ye hisforowes bete : 
What helpith it to wepin full a Rrete, 
Or though ye bothc in faltc teris dreint ? 
Met it a time of cure ate than ofpleint. 93 ^ 

I mene thus, whan I him hithir brings 
Sens ye be wife, and bothe of one afTent, 
So fhapith huw to di (lour be your going, 
Or come aycn fonc aftir ye be went : 
Women ben wife in fbort aviicment ; 
And let fcne how your wit (hall now av&ile, 
Aad whst that I maie help it (hall nat faile. 9 j ^ 
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But nathelefTe, alas! \^hom ihall I leve ? 
For there ben gretc clerkis many one 
I'hat dellinc through argumcntis prere, 
And fome yfain that nedely there is none, 
liut that fre choice is yeven' us everichone, 

wclawaie ! fo iligh arne clerkis old 

That I n'ot whofe opinion t maie hold. 973 

For Ibme men fain that Gcd feeth alblforne, 
Me God maie nat dccevid ben panle ; 

1 lian mote it Tallin, though men had it fwome, 
1 hat purveiaunce hath fene beforne to be ; 
Wherfdre i faic that from eterne if he 

llath wift beforn our thought eke.as our dede 

We have no fre choice, as thefe clerkis rede. 980 

For othir thoogh&nor othir dede alio 
Might nevir ben biitibche as purveiaunce^ 
Whiche maie not ben difcevid nevir mo. 
Hath feled bifornq withoutin ignoraunce; 
Fur if there might yben a variaunce 
To writhin out fro Godd'is purveying 
There n'erc no prefcience of thing comming; 987 

But it were rathir an opinion 
Uncertain, and. no iledfad: forcfeing ; 
And. certis that were an ahulion 
That God ihould have no pcrfed: clerc wcting 
More than vie men, that have doutous wcniog : 
But foche an errour upcn God to g:eire • 
Were falfe and foul^» and wickid curfidneiTe. 994 
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Eke this is an opinion of fome 
That have ther top ful high and fmoth iihore, 
Thei fain right thus, that thing ii nat to come 
For that the prefcioice hath fene before 
That it ihal come, hot thei fain that therfore 
That it (hall come, therfore the punreiaunce 
Wote it beforne withootin ignoraunce. \ loc z 

And in this manir this neceffite 
Retournith in bis place contrary' againe. 
For nedcfaily behovith it nat be 
That thillce thingis fallin in certaine 
That ben purveyed, hot nedefuUy*, as thei faine, 
Behovith it that thingis which that fall 
That thei in certtine ben purveyid all : ic c8 

I mene as though I laboured^ne in this 
To enquire which thing caufe of which thing be. 
As whethir that the prefcience of God is 
The certaine caufe of the necellicc 
Of thingis that to comin be parde. 

Or if neceffite of thing coming 

9e the caufe certaine of the purveying. 1015 

But nowe ne* enforce T me not in ihewing 

How the* ordir of the caufis ftant, but wot I 

That it behovith that the befalling 

Of thingis wifti before certainly 

Be nccefiarie, al feme it not ther by 

That prefcience put falling neceffayre 

To thing to come, al fal it foulc or faire : icail 
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For if there (it a man yonde on a fe. 
Than by necefiite behovith it 
That certis thine opinion fothe be 
That wenifl or conjedift that he fit; 
And furchirovir now ayenwarde hit, 
Lo ! right fo is it on the part contrarie. 
As thus ; now herkin, for I wol nat tarie : loa^ 

T fay that if the opinion of the 
Be fothe for that he fit, than fay ( thit. 
That he mote fittin by neccffite, 
And thus necefBte in eitbir is; 
For in him nede of fitting is iwis, 
And in the nede of fothe ; and thus forfotho 
There mote ncceffite ben in yon bothe. IC36 

But thoQ maift faine, the man fit nat theifore 
That thine opinion of hisf tting foth is. 
But rathir for the man fate there before, 
Therfore is thine opinion fothe iwis: 
And I fay, though the caufc of fothe is this 
Cometh of Iiis fitting, yet necefiite 
It entcrchaungid bothe in him and the. IC43 

Thus in the fame wife out of doutauncc 
1 maie wel makin, as it femith me, 
IVly refoning of Godd'is parveyaunce, 
And of the thingis that to comin be. 
By whiche refon men maie wel ife 
That thiike thingis that in erthe befall 
That by necei^te thci comin all : XO50 
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Than faid he thus, Ahnighty Jove in trone ! 
That wotccft of all this thing the rothfaftnefTe, 
Re we on my forowe, and do me dien fone. 
Or bring Crefeide and me fro this diftrefie. 
And while he was in all this hcvinefle, 
Difputing with himfelfe in this matere. 
Came Pandar6 in, and faide as ye maie here : ic 85 

O mighty God (quod Pahdarus) in trone ! 
Eigh! who faw er a wife man farin fo ? 
Why, Troil^s ! what thinkid thou to done I 
Haft thou fuch luft to ben thine ownd foe I 
What! parde yet it not Crefeide ago ? 
Why lift the fo thy fclfe fordon for drede 
That in thine bed thine eyin femin dede. 1091 

Haft thou nat livid many' a yere bcfome 
Withoutin her, and farde ful wel at efe ^ 
Art thou for her and for none othir borne ? 
I^ath Kinde the wrought al only her to plefe f 
Let be, and thinke right thus in thy difefe, 
That in the dice right as there faiiin chaunces, 
Rigfat fo in love there come and gon plefaunces. IO99 

And yet this is a wondir moft of al 
Why thou thus foroweft, feth thou woft nat yic 
Touching her goyng how that it ftial fal, 
Ne if (he can her felfe diftourbin it; 
Thou haft not yet aiTayid al her wit : 
A man maie al betime his necke bede 
Wban it ihal of, and forowen at the nede. 1 106 
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The woful teris that thei Ictin fal 
As bittir werin, out of teris kinde, 
For paine, as is ligne aloes or gal ; 
So bittir teris wept nat, as I finde, 
The wofuU Myrrha through the barke and rindc, 
That ill this world ther nMs fo hard an hert 
That n'old have rewid on ther painis fmert. 1 14 1 

But whan ther wofull wery goflis twaine 
Rcturnid ben there as'hem ought to dwell. 
And that fomwhat to wekin gan the paine 
By length of plaintc, and ebbin gan the wel 
Of ther fait teris, and the hert unfwel, 
With brokin voice, all horfe for ihright, Crcfcidc 
To Troilus thefe ilke wordis fejde : 1 1 4S 

O Jove ! i die, and mercy the befeche ; 
Helpe, Troilus : and therwithal her face 
Upon his breft fhe laid, and loft her fpeche, 
Her wofnll fpirite from his propir place 
Right with the wordc away in point to pace : 
And thus ihe lith with hewis pale and grene 
That whilom frc(h and fairiil was to fene. I li 5 

This TroilUs that on her gan behclde, 
Cleping her name, and fhe lay as for ded, 
WithoQtin anfwere, and feite her limmes colde. 
Her cyin throwin upwarde to her hed, 
This foroufal man can now non othir rede, 
But ofcin time her colde mouthe he kifte : 
Where him was wo God and faimfelf it wide. 1 1 6 2 
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Than faid he thus, ful£lde of high difdaitie; 
O cruil Jove ! and thou Fortune adverfe ! ' 
This al and Tome is, falfely have ye ilaine 
Crefeide, and fith ye may do me no werfe. 
Fie on your might and werkis fo diverfe! 
Thus cowardely ye (hul me nevir winne; 
There (hal no deth me fro my lady twinne. z 1 9 ) 

For I this world, fith ye have (lain her thus, 
TVol let, and folow* her fpirit lowe or hie ; 
Shal nevir lovir faine that Troilus 
Dare nat for fer^ with his lady die. 
For certaine I wol here her companie ; 
But (ithe ye wol nat fuffre* us livin here. 
Yet fuffrith that our foulis ben ifere. X 204 

^nd thou, Cite ! in whiche I live in wo. 
And thou, Priam ! and brcthrin al ifere ! 
And thou, my mothir ! farwel, for I go. 
And Atropos ! make redy thou my here, 
And thou, Crcfeidd ! o fwcte hertd dere ! 
^eceve thou now my fpirite, would he fey, 
Vith fwerdc at hcrt, al redy for to dcy. I a 1 1 

But as God would of fwough fiie tho abraide^ 

nd gan to fighe, and I'roilus ! (he cride ; 

ad he anfwerid, Lady mine, Crefeide ! 

vin ye yet ? and let his fwerde doune glide. 

, hert^ mine ! that thankid be Cupidc, 
nod (he) and thcrwithal flie fore fight, 
ihe began to giadc her as he might ; Z2x8 

Kiij 
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Toke her in armhs two, and kiilc her ofte, 
And her to glad he did al hit encent. 
For whidie her gtiHi chat^ckersd aSe aloftt. 
Into her wefuUiicitaieB St wcnti 
But at the laftc, ait that her «yiii glcnC 
Afide, anoa ihe gaa hii fwcrde afpie 
Aa it lay bars, and gab for fere ttt erie» I %%$ 

And aikid hiib'v^hy he had it obtdrmwc) 
And Troihu anon the caafe her to)de» 
And how himfelf thcrwith he winild have fltwei 
For whiche Crefeide opOD him gao behold^ ' 
And gan him in her .armis hSi to folde. 
And fude, O nnercy, God ! fe whiche a dc4« I 
Alas ! how nighc we werin bothd dcde ! I ftjft 

Than if I ne hadde fpokin, at grace wtf. 
Ye would have ilaine your felfe anoo ? quod file. 
Ye, doutileiTe. And flie anfwerde, Abu! 
For by that ilkd X^orde that nnad^ me 
I n*olde a forlong waie on live have be, 
Aftir your deth, to have ben crounid quene- 
Of al the londe the fanne on fhinith ihene; 1139 

But with this feWd fwerde which that here it 
My felfin I would have flaine (qood (he) tho* 
But ho ! for we have right inough of thit. 
And let ut rife and ftraite to bcddi go, 
And there let us yfpekin of our wo, 
For by that morter whiche that I fc brenne 
Know I ful well that day is nat far henne. M46 
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Whan thei wer in ther bedde in armis folde 
Naught was it like tho nightis here beforne. 
For petoufly eche othir gan beholde. 
As thei that haddin al ther blifie ilorne, 
Bewailing al the daie that thei were borne, 
Till at the lafl this wofall wight Crefeide 
To Troilus thefe ilki wordis feide : X1J3 

Lo, hert£ mine! wel wote ye this, ((jnod ihe) 
That if a wight alwaie his wo complaine, 
And fekith nat how holpin for to be, 
It n*is but folie and encrece of paine; 
And fens that here afiemblid be we twiine 
To findin bote of wo that we ben in, 
ft were all time right foae for to begin. xa69 

1 am a woman, as fol wel ye wotte. 
And as 1 am avifid fodainly. 
So wol 1 tel it you while it is hotte : 
Me thinkith thus, that neithir ye nor I 
Ought halfe this wo to makin (kilfuUy, 
For there is art inough for to redrefle 
That yet is miflis, and ileen thi^ he vineffe. X a6 ; 

Soth is, the wo the whiche that we ben inoe. 
For aught I wote, for nothing ellis is 
But for the cau(2 that we (hould ytwinne; 
Confidrid al there n'is no more amis : 
And what is than a remedy* unto this 
But that we (hape ns fond for to mete \ 
This al and fome is, my dere herti fwete ! X 1 74 
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Noirjhftt I flial Wei liriiifiA it ftboote 

To comeoVayen (boe altir that I go 

Therof tm I no muiir thing in donte. 

For dred^lefic wttbin a wdke or two 

I ihal beii.lMenf and that it 11117 be ib 

By alld right, and that in wordia lew, 

I ihal yoa wel ao hepe of wayu fliewe; ' I»S£ 

For Whlche t woll nat makin longeAmmi, 

For time il9fte JOfiay not recovef ed be. 

But I wol go to jQiy oondufion. 

And to the beCU in aoght that I canie ; 

And for the lo¥e of God forgive it me 

If 1 fpeke aaght aienft your hert'is refte^ 

For trewily 1 ffteke it for the befte ; 1»8S 

Making alwAy a protcftaci<»i« 

That in effetft this thing that 1 ihallfay 

N 'is but to ihewin yoa my motion 

To find unto our heipe the beild way. 

And takith it none othirwife I pray ; 

For, finally, what fo ye me cpmrnaoode 

That wol I. done, for that is no demannde. 1195 

Now herkenith this: Ye have well undei:ftofid 
My goyng grauntid is by parliment. 
So ferforth-that it may not ben withilond 
For al this world, as by my jog^ment; 
And fithe there hdpith none avii(^ent 
I'o iettin it, lette it pafle out of mind. 
And Jet us fhapc a bcttir waic to finde. 130^1 
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The ibthe is this ; the twinning •£ us twaine 
Wol us difefe and cruilly anoie. 
But him behovith fomtimc havin pune 
That fervith Loyc» if that he wol have joie ; 
And (ith 1 (hal no farthir out of Troie 
Than I maie ride aien on halfe a morowe 
it ougrht the lafle canfin us for to fcrowe ; I309 

So as I (hal aat now ben hid in mewc. 
That day by day, min ownd hertd dere ! 
Sens wei ye wote that it is nowe a trewe. 
Ye (hal ful wel al mine eftate yhere, 
And er that tiuce is done I (hal ben here ; 
And thus have ye both Antcnor iviroMie 
4Lnd me alfo. Betho glad now if ye conno* 13 1 6 

And thinke eight thus, Crefeide is now agon. 
Bat what ? (he fhal come hadily aycn : 
And whan ? alas ! by God, lo, right an^n, 
£r day in ten, this dare 1 fafely faine, 
And than as erite (hail we be bothe faine, 
80 as we (hall togithers evir dwell. 
That al this worlde ne might our bliflii tell. 1313 

I fe that oft time, there as we ben now«. 
That for the hefte, our counfaile for to hide. 
Ye fpekd nat with me nor I with you 
In fourt^nighe, nefe you go ne ride ; 
And may ye nat tea dayis than abide. 
For mine honour, in (uche an avinture ? 
I wis ye mow*, or ellis lite endure* 1330 
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And though fo be that pece ther maie be none. 
Yet hither, though ther nevir pece ne were, 
1 muft ycome, for whidir ftiould I gone \ 
Or how, mifchauncd! (hould I dw(;llin there 
Among tho men of arniis evre* in fere \ 
For whiche, as wifely God my foule rede, 
1 can nat fcne wherof ye (houldin drede. 1365 

Have here anothir way, if it fo be 
That al this thing ne maie you not fuffice : 
\ My fathir, as ye knowin wel pardc. 
Is holdin olde and fui of covitifc, 
And I right nowe have foundin al the gife 
Withoutin nette wherwith I fhal him hcnt, 
And herkentth now if that ye wol aiTcnt. 137^ 

L.O ! Troiliis, men faine full hardeit is 
The wolfe ful and the wedir whole to have ; 
' This is to iaine, that men full oft iwis 

Mote fpendin parte the remnant for to fave; 
For aie with golde men maie the hert ygrave 
Of him that is fet upon covitifc ; 
And how I mene I fhal it you devife. 1379 

The movable whiche I have in this tounc 
Unto my fathir flial 1 take, and faic. 
That right for trufl and for falvacicun 
It fent is from a frende of his or twaie. 
The which frendis do fervently him praie 
To fendin aftir more^ and that in hie, 
. WbJie that this tounflopt thus in j?o|*ardie; 13^6 
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And that ikal be of golde bilge qutntite ; 
Thus ihal I ikin, bat left foike it afpide 
This mate be fent by oo wight but by tat : 
I flul eke ihewin him, if pece betide. 
What frendis that I have on every fide 
To doe the wrathc of Priamas to pace 
Towardis him, and don him (land in grace. 2393 

So what for o thing and for othir, fwete ! 
I fhal him fo enchauntin with my fawet 
That right in hevin his foule ihal he mete ; 
For al Apollo or his derkis lawea, . 
Or calculing, availith nat thre hawea; 
Beiire of golde (hal fo his fould blende 
That as me lifte 1 ihall wel make an ende. X4CQ 

And if he would aught by his fort it preve 
If that 1 lie, in certaine I ihal fonde 
Bifturbin him, and plucke him by the flei^ 
Makin his forte, and berin him on honde. 
He hath nat wel the goddis undirliondey 
For goddis fpeke in amphibologies, . 
And for o fothe thei tellin twenty liea : X; 

£ke dredd fond firft goddis, I fuppofe. 
Thus fhal I faine, and that his cowarde faeirte 
Made him amis the goddis text to glofe 
Whan he for fcrdd out of Troid fterte; 
And but I makin him fone to converte. 
And done my rede within a day or twey, 
1 wol to you oblige me to dcy. 
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And trewily, as writtin wel I finde, 
That al this thing was fatd of gode cntent. 
And that her hertd trewd was and kinde 
Towardis hiin^and fpakcright as ihe meat. 
And that ihe ftarfe for wo nigh when flic went. 
And was in purpofe evir to be trewe. 
This writin thei that of her werkis knewe. 14 2 C 

This Troilus, with hert and eris fprad, 
Herde al this thing deviiid to and fro, 
And verily it femid that he had 
The felvin witte, but yet to let her go 
His hertd misforyave him evinno ; 
But finally he gan his hert^ wreft 
To truIUn her, and toke it for the beft ; 1418 

For whiche the grete fury of his penaunce 
Was queint with hope, and therwith 'hem bitwenc 
Began for joyd the amorous dannce ; 
And as the birdis when the fonnd fliene 
Delitin in ther fonge in levis grene, 
Right fo the wordis that thei fpakeifere 
Delitin them, and made ther hertis chere* X435 

But nathekfle the wending of Crcfeide 
For al this world may nat oat of his minde. 
For whiche f ul oft he petoully her preide 
That of her hefte he might her trcwe yfinde, 
And faide her, Certis if ye be unkinde, 
And but ye come at daie fet into Troie, 
Xe fliol I nere have hck^ honor, ne joie ; X44 % 
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For all fo fothe as fonne aprift to morow. 
And God ib wiiekf cbim me wofall wretche 
To reft ybring oot of this cmil foroW, 
I wol my felvin ile if that ye dretche ; 
But of my deth though litil be to reCche, 
Yet er that ye me caufia fo to fmerte 
Dwel rathir hers mine ownd dere iwete herte ! t40 

For trewily, mine owne Udy dere ! 
The fleightis yet that f have herd you ftere 
Ful fhapely ben to fa|lin al ifere. 
For thu« men faith. Thai one tbimiith the Urt^ 
JBut al anotbir tbinkitb the ledere : 
Your fire is wife, and faid is oot of drede 
Jifen may tbe wife outrenne and naf oytrede'm X43 6 

It is full harde to haltin onefpied 
Before a crepil, for he can the crafte ) 
Your fathir is in fleight as Argus eied, 
For al be* it that his movble* is him birafte 
His oldd fleight is yet fo with him lafte 
Ye ihal not blende him for your womanhede, 
Ne faine aright, and that is al my drede. X463 

I n'ot if pece ihall evirmo betide, 
But pece or no, for emeft ne for game, 
I wote fith Calchas on the Gre^isfide 
Hath onis ben, and loft fo foulc his name. 
He dare no more come here aycn for (hame, 
For whiche that we, for ought I can efpy, 
'i'o truftin on n'is but a fantafie. 1 4 70 
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Ye flial eke ftne your fathir fliall you glofe 
To ben a wife, and, as he can wel preche, 
He fhal ferae Greke fo prefc and wel alofe. 
That ravifhin he flial you with hisfpeche, 
Or do you done by force, as he fhal teche, 
And Troilus, on whom you n*il have routb, 
Shal caufelefle fo llervin in his crouth. 1477 

And ore al this your fathir fhal difpife 
Us al, and faine this cite is but lorne^ 
And that th* aflege nevir ihal arife ; 
For why ? the Grckis have it allc fwornc, 
Til we ben idaine and douti our wallis tome : 
And thus he fhal you with his wordis fere. 
That aie drede I that ye wol blevin there. 14 S4 

Ye ihall eke fene fo many' a lufty knight 
Among the Grekis, ful of worthincffe, 
And eche of 'hem with herte, wit, and might, 
To plcfin you done al his budneife, 
That ye ihuU dullin of the rudineffe 
Of us the fely Trojans, but if routhe 
Remordin you or vertue of your trouthe. I49 C 

And this to me fo greroufe is to thinke 
That fro my brcft it wol my foulc rende, 
Ne dredeleffe in me there may nat finke 
O gode opinion if that ye wende ; 
For why \ your fathir's fleightis wol us fhetide : 
And if ye gone, as I have tolde you yore, 
So thinke I n'am but ded withoutin more : 149^1 







15" 

'°_,fc,U ben **■*'' 



Liohonoo 
:.*«"«"' 

bit *"' '' id, D« •eorf*- 

„,nl.d»"" J„^„tka•• 
„„id-W•"„i„„.»« 
„.„....(«,, tot. 



MtlelV, TROILUS ANDCRISEIDE. IIJ 

Crefeidc with a fighe right in this wife 
Anfwerid him ; Iwis, my derc hert trewe ! 
We maie well dele away at ye devifc, 
And findin fuche unthrifty wayis newe, 
13ut aftirwarde ful fore it wul us rewe ; 
And helpc me God fo at my moftc ncdc 
As caufeleife ye f uflrin al this drede : f 5 3 3 

For thilke day that I for cherifhing 
Or drede of fathir, or for othir wight, 
Or for cflate, delite, or for weding, 
Be falfe.to you, my Troilus, my knight ! 
Saturnus doughtir Juno, through her might, 
As wode as Atalanta do me dwell 
Eternally in Styx, the pit of hell. 1540 

And thi»on every god celefliall 
I fwere it you, and eke on eche goddefle, 
On every nymph and deite infernall, 
On Satyrys and Faunys more and lefle, 
That halve goddis ben of wildirneife; 
And Atropos my thrcd of life to breft 
If I be falfe. Now trowc me if you left. 154 7 

And thou, Simois, that as an arowe clere 
Through Troie rennifl aie dounward to the fe. 
Be witnefTe of this worde that faid is here, 
That thilke day chat I untrewd he 
To Troilus, mine owne herte fre ! 
That thou returne backewardc unto thy well, 
And I with body and foule Unke to hell. 1554 
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But that ye fpeke awaie thus for to go, 
And lettin al your frendk, God fbrbede 
For any woman that ye Ikovldifl fo! 
And namily fens Titua hath bow fadi neiU 
Of helpe ; and eke of o thing takith hcde. 
If this were wifte, my life late in balaimee 
And your honor ,God fliilde vtfro mifchaonoe! I561 

And if fo be that pece hereaftir take. 
As al date happith aftir aogre gaiii6» 
"Why, Lorde ! the Ibrow* and wo ye woMia maka 
That ye ne dorft comin ayen for fhame ! 
And er that ye }eepardin fo yoor name 
Beth oat to hafty in this hotti £u«, 
For hafty man ne wantith nerir care. I3 6t 

What trowe ye the peple eke al aboote 
Would of it fay f it it fill light to' arede; 
Thci woldin fay, and fwere it out of donte. 
That love ne drave you nat to don this dedt^ 
But lufte voluptuous and cowarde drede : 
Thus were al lofte iwis, mine hertd dere ! 
Your honour, whiche that nowfo (hinithdere. 157 

And alfo thinkith on mine honefie. 
That flourith yet, how foule I fhould it fhende. 
And with what filth it fpottidihouldi be 
If in this forme I (houldi with yon wende : 
Ne though I lived unto the worldis ende 
My name ihould T nevir ayenward winne : I 
That were I loft, «nd that were r<mth and finne 
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And forthy fle with refon al this hete; 
IVIen fainc, Tbefuffrauntovercometb parde^ 
£kc Wbofo ivol have lefe be Ufe mole lete : 
Thusmakith vertae of neceflite 
By pacience, and thinke that lorde is he 
Of Fortune aie that naught woU of her retch, 
And ihc ne dauntith no wight but a wretch. I5 89 

And truflith this, that certis, hert^ fwete ! 
Or Phoebus fuHtr, Lucina the (bene, 
The Lion paflith out of this Arite 
I woll ben here withoutin any wene ; 
I mene, as helpe me Juno, hevin*s quene, 
The tenth daic, but if that deth me aflaile, 
1 woll you fene withoutin any faile. 159^ 

And'now, fo this be fothe (quod Troilus) 
I ftiall well fufFre unto the tenth daie, 
Sens that I fe that nede it mote ben thus; 
But for the love of God, if it be male, 
So let us flelin privily awaie. 
For evre'in one as for to live in reft. 
Mine hert^ faieth that it woll be the beft. 1603 

O mercie, God ! what life is this? (quod (he) 
Alas ! ye flea me thus for very tenc; 
1 fe well now that ye miftniftin me. 
For by your wordis it is well ifene : 
Now for the love of Cynthia the fliene 
Midniil me nat thus caufeleife for routh, 
Ana to be true I have you plight my trouth, 2610 
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And thinkith wel that fbmtlme it it wit 
l^o fpcndin a time a time for to win ; 
Ne parde lome am I nftt fro you yet» 
Though that we hen a daie or two atwtn : 
Drive out tho fantafies joa have within. 
And truftith me, and levith eke yonr forow, 
Or here my trouth, I wd nat lire til morow : 1617 

For if ye will how fore it doeth me fmerte 
Ye woulde cefle of this; for God thou woft 
The pare fpiritc y wepith in mine herte 
To fene you wc>pin whiche chat I love moft, 
And that I mote gon to the Grckis hofle j 
Yc, n'erc it that I will a remedie 
'i'o come aytn right here I woulde die. ■ 1624 

But ccrtio I am not fo nice a wight 
That I ne can imaginin a waie 
To conic ayeu that daic that I have hight. 
Tor who niaie holdcn'a thing that wol awaic ? 
My fathir naught, for all his queinte plaie ; 
And by my thrift my wending out of Troie 
Anothir daie ihall tourne us all to joie. 1 63 1 

Forthy with all mine hcrte I you befeke. 
If that you lift doen aught for my praierc. 
And for the love whiche that f love you eke. 
That cr that I departin fro you here 
'J hat of fo gode a comfort and a chcre 
1 mrac* you fcne that ye maie bring at rcfb 
Mine livrtC-, whiche is at the poiii<5l to brcft. l6j8 



B%helJ^* TROILUS AND CRESEIDK. Up 

And ore al this I praie you^ quodfhe tho, 
Mine owne hert'is fothfail fuffifaunce ! 
Sith I am thine all whole wlthoutin mo, 
That while that I am abfent no plefaunce 
Of othir doe me fro your remembraunce, 
For \ am er agaft ; for why ? men rede 
lliat love is thing aie full of buile drede. 1645 

For in this worlde there livith ladie none, 
If that ye were untrue, as God defende! 
That fo betray id were or wo begon 
As I, that alle trouthe in you entende ; 
And doutelefs if that I othir wende 
I n*ere but dedde, and er ye caufe yfinde 
For Godd*is love fo beth mc naught unkinde. 1653 

To this anfwerid Troilus, and fcide, 
Now God, to whom there n'is no caofe iwrie, 
Me glad, as wis f nevir to Crefeide, 
Sithe thiike daie'I fawe her firft witheye, 
Was falfe, ne nevir fhall till that I die: 
At (hort wordis, well ye maie me bileve ; 
I can no more ; it (hall be founde at preve. 1 659 

Graunt mercy, godc hert mine ! iwis, (quod ihe) 
And, blisful Venus ! let me nevir fterve 
£r I maie (londe of plefaunce in degre 
To quite him well that fo well can defcrve. 
And while that God my wit will me conferve 
I (hall fo doen, io true I have you found, 
That aie honour to me ward ihall rebounde : 1 6 66 
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For tn\(Uth well that your efUte roiaU, 
Ne veine delitc, nor oncly worthinefie 
Of you in werre or tumaie marciall, 
Ne pompe, arraie, nobley, or eke richefie^ 
Ne madin me to rue on your diftrefle. 
But morall vertue, groundid upon trouth. 
That was the caufe I firft had on you ronth ; li 

Eke gentle hert, and manhode that ye had, 
And that ye had (as me thought) in difpite 
Every thing that fownid into bad, 
As rudeneffe, and pepliihe appetite. 
And that your refon bridlid your delite ; 
This made abovin every creture 
That I was yours, and ihall while I maie dure. I 

And this may length of yeris nat fordoe, 
Ne rei)riuable Fortune deface, 
But Jupiter, that ©f his might maie doc 
The fcrowfuU be glad, fo yeve us grace 
Kr nightis tcnne to metin in this place. 
So that it maie your herte and mine fufiBfe : 
And fare now well, for time is that ye rife. l 

And aftir that thci long iplainid had. 
And oft ikid, and (Lraite in armisfolde, 
I'he daie gan rife, and Troilus him clad. 
And rufuUy his ladie gan behold. 
As he that felt of deth*is carls cold. 
And to her grace he gan him recommaunde; 
Where he was wo this holde I no dcmaunde ; ] 
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For mann*is hedde imaginin ne can, 
Ke* entendement confidir, ne tongue tell, 
The cruill painis of this wofull man, 
That pafHa every tourment doune in hell; 
For whan he fawe that ibe ne might ydwell, 
Whiche that his foule out of his body rent, 
Withoutin more out of the chambre' he went. 1 7c I 

Explicit liber quart us. 
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A.PROCHIN gan the fatall deftine 

That Jovis hath in difpoficioan, 

And to you angrie Pares, fuflrio thre, 

Committith to doen ezecucioun, 

For whiche Crefeid^ muft out of the toun, 

And Troilus (hall dwellin forth in pine 

Till Lachefis his threde no lengir twine. 7 

The goldin treflid Phoebus high on loft 
Thryis had alld with his bemis ciere 
The fnowls molte, and Zephirus as oft 
I brought ayen the tendir levis grene. 
Sens that the fonne of Hecuba the Qaen9 
Began to love her firfl, for whom his forowe 
AVas all that (he departin fhould amorowe. T4 
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1 1 oiake at onis riche and pore 
ugh to docn er that ihc go ? 
bring all i^oie upon a rore ? 
flaen this Diomede alfo ? 
rathir with a man or two 
'*ue ? Why well I this endured 
belpin to mine ownc cure i 49 

he n'oldt dotn fo fcil a dedc 
fain, and why him lid it fpare : 
(ftc alwaie a manir drcde 
•efcide, iu rumour of this fare, 
; hen (lain : lo ! this was al his care, 
rtain, as I fayid yore, 
360 withoutin wordis more. 56. 

Tvhau (he rcdy wa^ to ride, 
uUy iighed, and fajed Alas! 
be mote fur aught that maic betide, 
£Ke -ritce a full fobirly pafe ; 
ne othtr remedy' in this .cafe : 
lir is though tliat her fore fmert 
orgoith her owne fwetc herte ? 6^ 

ilusin Rife of curtifie, _ ; 

.* 00 hood, and with an huge tout 
, rode and did her companie, 
I tlitL.valtyfcrre without, . 
• would have riddin out of doubt 
ind wo was him to gone fo fane, 
he mull, and it was eke fadoen. " ^d 

M 



m 



TJ4. TKOTLUS AND C&ESZI1><. 

And right with that was Antenor iconu 
Out oi the Grckit faolLe, and every wight 
Was of him glad, and iaicd 1m wa*- wekoa 
And Troiliu, all b'ere his hcrt^ li^r» ' 
He paiidd hifn with all bU fall£ might 
Him to witiilMlde of wepiog at the Itft, 
And Antenoif he kift, aad made grete fell. 

And therwithaU he mnft-hit leve ytakc. 
And eaft hb eye «poa her pjtonily, 
And nere he rode, bkeaQfi for'eo.make, 
TotakehccbythehoiideaUibbiJrlie^ ' 
And JLorde ! €o fhe gao wepin cesdirlie. 
And he fall fbft and flighly gui her ieie. 
Now holde yonr date, aikd dee me nee Co 6 
With tha^ Kk couxfir toaniid hit iMot 
With face full pale, and ttntoDiomede . ' : 
No wovde he fpake, ne none of all hiaroni 
Of whiche the fonne of Tydeus toke hede, 
As he that ko«tb& noori than the crede 
In foche a craft, and by the rain her hent. 
And Troilua to Troie homwardit west. 

This Diomede, that lad her by the brid 
Whan that hefowe the fbUte of Troie awa 
Thought all my hd>or fliall not ben on idei 
if that I maie, for fomwhat Aall I Me, 
For at the worfi it ihortin maie our waic ; 
I have herdfaie eke tinrus twif^ twelve 
He is a fblc that wtdllbryete him fclve. 
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But natheleffe this thought he well inough, 
That certainty- 1 am aboutin naught 
If that I fpeke of love or make it tought. 
For doutilefs if fhe have in her thought 
I lim that I gefle he male not ben ibroaght 
So Tone awaie ; but I fball finde a mene 
That (he nat yet wete ihall what that I menc. IC5 

This Diomede, as he that could his gode, 
Whan this was doen gan fallin forth in fpeche 
Of this ^uid that, aod aikin why (he (lode 
in foche difefe \ andean her eke befeche. 
That if that lie encrefm might or eche 
With any thing her efe that (he (hould 
Commaundc it him, and faid he doen it would : lit 

For trutiy he fwore her as a knight 
That ther n'da thing with which he might her plefis 
That he n'olde doen his pain and al hiis might 
To doen it, forte doeo her hert« an efe, 
And prayid her flie would her forowe' apefe. 
And faied, I wis we Grdcis can have jote 
To honoure you as well as folke of Troce. 119 

He faid eke thus, I wot you thinkith (braiiagc. 
No wondir is, for ic vi to you newe, 
Th* acqueintaunce of thefe Trojans for to cfaaunge 
For folke of Grece, which that ye nevir kxiewe ; 
But woulde nevir God but if as true 
A Greke ye (hould emong us all yfinde 
^t any Trojan is, and eke as kinde. ■ i a^ 

Mii 
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And by the caufe I fwore you, lo ' right now 
To ben your frende, and help yoa to my might. 
And for tbatihore acqociiitamxce elce of yoo 
Have I had thah andthir ftraongir wight. 
So fro thisfprth I praic yon daie and night 
Comntaundiih me^ how fore fo that me fraerte, 
To'doco ail that maie like unto yovr herte : 135 

And that ye me wold as yoor brothir trete. 
And takith not my frendihip in difpite; 
A nd though'your forowes ben for thingit gfda, 
N*oc I nat why, bat ont of more refpite - 
Mine hert hack for to* amende it grete dditc. 
And if [ maie your hannis nat redrefle 
lamrightforieforyoorhevineife: X40 

For though ye Trojans with us GrekU wroth 
Have many** a daie ben, alwaie yet parde 

god of Love in fothe we fcrvin bothe: 
And for the love of God, my tadie fne. 
Whom fo'ye hatt as beth not wroth widi me, 
For tniily there can no wight you ferve 

That halfe fo loth your wrathd wovld deferve. 147 

Andn^ere it that we ben fo nere the tent 
Of Calchas, whiche that fene us both^ maie, 

1 would of this you tell all mine entent ; 
But this enfelid till anothir'daie : 

Yevc me your honde; I am and fliall be aie, 
God help me ioy while that my life maie dure, 
Your owne abovin cv^ycreture; . . 154 
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Thus faid I nere er now to woman borne, 
For God mine herte as wifely glade fo 
I lovid nevlr woman here beforne 
As paramours, ne nevir &all no mo; 
And for the love of God be not my fo, 
All can I not to you, my ladie dere ! 
.Complain aright, for I am yet to lere. 1 6s 

And wondrith nought, mine owne lady bright! 
Though that 1 fpeke of love to you thus bliTe, 
For I have herd or this of many* a wight 
That lovid thing he nere faw in his live ; 
Eke I am not of powir for to Arive 
Ayenfl the god of Love, but him obaie . 
I woU aHtraie, and mercie I yau praie. 1 68 

There beth fo worthy knightis in this place, • 
And yc fo falre, that e veriche of 'hem aU 
WoU painin him to ftondia in your grace ; 
But mighjt to me fo faire k grace befall 
That ye me for your fcrvaur.t wouldd call, 
So lowly ne lb trutiy yon fervc ^ 

N'ill none of 'hem as i {ball till I ^trt^, 1 75 

Crefeide untu that purpofe lite anfwerde, 
As (he that was with forowe' opprefiid fo 
That in cffcdt ihe naught his talis herde, • 
But here and there now here a wordc or two; 
Her thought her forowfull herte brail atwo. 
Fur whan (he gan her fathir ferre efpie 
Well nigh doune uf her hors (he gan to fie. 182 

Miij 
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But natheieCGs ibe thonkkh-DioiDede 
Of all his travailcajid hitgoddcheny - 
And that him lift his frcndfliipitAliar beds. 
And {he acceptith it in godfe maiiere» 
And woll do f^ah that is himicfe *od dere. 
And truilio him flie would, and well At night, 
A^fayid ihe, and from her hors ihe* alight. iS^ 

Her fiiihir hath her in his annis nome. 
And tytemie timea he kid hta donghtir £wete» 
And faied, O der^ dooghtir mine ! welcome. 
She faid eke (he was £iin with hirai to mete. 
And ftode forth ftill, mild, muet, and manfnete. 
But here I leTe her with her fathir dwell. 
And forthe I woU of Troilus you tell. 196 

To Troie is come this wofull Troilua 
In forowe aboTin all forowes fmert. 
With felon loke and with face difpitoos, 
Tho fodainly doune from his hors.he ftert,- 
And through his palryfc with a fwollin hert 
To chambir went ; of nothing toke he hede, 
Ne none to him dare fpeke o worde for.dredc* acj 

And there his forowe? that he fparid had 
He yave an ifluc large, and Dcth he cride. 
And in his throwis frenctike and mad 
He curfith Jove, Apollo, and Copide, 
He curfith Bachus, Ceres, and Cypridc, 
His birthe, himfelf, his fate, and eke Nature, 
And favc hi." ladie every crcture. aio 
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To bed he goth, and weilith there and turneth 
In furle as doeth Ixion in hell, 
And i^ thl<5 wife he nigh till daie fojourncth. 
But tho began his hcrte alitc unfwcU 
Throu§[h teris which that gonnin np to wcl. 
And pitoufly he cried upon Crefcide, 
And to himfelf right thus he fpake and feide : ai 7 

WJiere is mine ownc ladie Icfe and dere? 
Where is her white breft ? where is it ? where ? 
Where ben her armis and her eyin clere 
• That yeftcrdaie this time with nie were?. 
Now maie I wepe alone many a tere. 
And g^rafpe about I maie, but in this place 
Save a pilowe I find naught to embrace. 224 

How ihall I doen ? whan iball (he come again \ 
I n'ot, alas I Why let I her fo go ? 
As woulde God I had as tho be flain I 
O herte mine, Crefcide ! o fwetc fo! 
O ladie mine ! that 1 love and no mo, 
"io whom for cvirmore mine hcrte 1 vowc, 
^e how I die; ye n'ill me not rcfcowe! 2^€ 

Wlio feijh you now, my right lodcfterre? 
Who fittith now or flant in your prefence? 
\A'ho can comfortin now your hcrt'is werrc, 
Now I am gon whom ye yevc audience ? 
Who fpekith for me now in my abfence ? 
Alas ! no wlglit, and that is all my care, 
• for well wote i as ill as I ye fare. 238 
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How fhoald I thus ten dayis fnll endure 
Whan I the firft night havin all this tone f 
And how flull flweke, forowfiiU cretnre. 
For tendimeflie how fliaU fhe thit fvfiiene 
Soche wo for me ? o ! pitoui, pale, and grene. 
Shall woxin ben her freflie womanly face 
For langonr er flie tomve unto this place. ^45 

And whan he fill in any iloratyringis 
Anon begin he Ihoaldi for to grone. 
And dremin of the dredfnllift thingis 
That might ybeo, as mete he were akme 
In place horrible, making aie his monC) 
Or metin that he was emongis all 
His enemies, oad m their boodis fsD • ft j A 

And dierewithall his bodse ihould^ (lerte, 
And with the (larte all iodainly awake, 
And foche a tremour fele about his herte. 
That of the fere his bodie (houldd quake. 
And therewithal! he (honld a noife ymake. 
And femln as though he (hould fallin depe. 
From high aloft, and than he wouldd wepe, aj 9 

And rewin on himfclf fo pitouily 
That wondxr was to here bib fantafie ; 
Anothiv time he fhoiildd mightily 
Comfort himfclf, and fain it was folie 
So caufelefTe foche drede and wo to drie, 
And eft begin his afpre forowes newe. 
That every man might on his painis tewe. ft6& 
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io'coold tell all aright, or full difcrive 
roy bis plaint, his langour, and his pine ? 
11 the men that han or ben on live : 
, Redir, maieft thy felf full well devine ! 

foche a wo my wit can not define; 
cU for to write it ihould I fwinke 
1 that my wit is weric it to thinkc. 273 

hevin yet the fteris werin fcne, 
»ughiiill pale iwoxin was the mone, . 
T^bitin began the horizon (bene 
Iwardis, as it is wont to dnen, 
?b(Ebiis with his rofie carte Tone 
ftir that to drcffc him up to fare 
I Trcilus hath font cftir Pandare. iSo 

h Pandare, that of all the daie befornc 
ight Jiavc comin Troilus to fe, 
ugh that he on his hedde it had fworne, 
ith the King Priam al daie was he, 
It it hie nat mhis liberte 
here to gon, but on the morowe* he went 
oihis, whan that he for him fent ; 487 

in his hertc he couldc well devine 
Froilus 911 night for forowe woke^ 
hat he woulde tell him of<6is pine; 
:newe he well inough withoutin bake) 
hich to chambir ftieight the way he toke, 
>oilus tho fobirly he grctte, 
n the beddc full fone he gan him fctte. 294 
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So (houldift.tikHi tfndure, and Icttin Hide 
The time, and ioodi to ben glad and light; 
Tennedayiftn*itn9t lb long to abide;. .. 
And fens {hptDODmia.Uie bath befatght • . . - j . . 
She n*ill her Ik^ brcktn for any ^i|[^»' ^ '^ 
For drede the nat that flic ft'iU findc a waie 
To some aycn, ingi life.that durfti late. . : \: tSf. 

rhy fwe vines Qke,.and all livbe fantafiie, . 
Drive out, and ^t.'hem lario tofwifchattncff^ \ 

For thei piycedc ofafcy mrUncolie, .:.. . i 

That doetb the iclaiir-flepe all thiipettaaoce: • 
A ftrawe for all fvMarenii fignifiaonceii . 
God helpe ipe-foli^iBoattpt 'bem hot a bcner :; -• 
There wot naman aright whatdremis^mene* i - 3^4 

For prelQis oCihe tcmpk teliin thiig . .; . 
I'hat dremis ben tbe'reveladon* .• - - . 
Of goddis, and als well thei tell iwi» ,- • • .. 
That thei ben infernallc illufions, ■ 
And lechiqiaiQe that of complei!^otts 
Prccedin thei* of £all or glotonie : . 
Who wot in fothe tbiu wb^t thei fignifie \ . ^%%X 

Eke otbir fain that tJir^gh impredioiM^. . 
As if a wight hath fail a thing in mifide» . ■ . ' 
That thereof coDiithiocheaviiiooii; i < - : : 

And othir fain,'»i thei in bokik finde, r i .. - v .: 
Thatafcirtmiitiof-.thcyereby kiade ..,..■.;.: 
Men dreme.-andthatth* effcd.goth by.thc»moi»e: 
But Ic vc no dreme^ for it it.oat to doea*- . 5 

6 
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Well worth of dremis aie thefe oldd wives ; 
And truly eke augurie of thefe fouiisy 
For fere of which men wenin iefe ther Utcs, 
As ravines qualm, or fchrichiog of thefe oalit, 
To trowin on it bothd falfe and fbnk u: 
Alas! alas! that fo noble' a creture 
As-is a nun (hould drcdin fi>che ordsrc ! 3S5 

For wbiche with all mine hert 1 the befechc 
Unto thy felf that all this thon foryere; 
And rife now up, withoutin mord fpeche. 
And let us caft how forth male beft be drire 
The time, and eke how fre(hly we maie live 
Whan (he comith, the which fhall be right fooe ; 
God helpe me fo the beft is thus to doen. 39 > 

Rife, let us fpeke of luftie life in Troie 
That we have lad, and forth the timd dnvc. 
And eke of timd coming us rejoie. 
That bringin (hall our bliffe now fo blive. 
And langour of thefe twifd dayis five 
We ihall therwith fo foryet or opprefie 
That well unneth it doen ihall us durefle. 399 

This toune is full of It^rdis all about. 
And truis lailith all this mene while ; 
Go we playin us in fome luftie rout. 
To Sarpedon, not hennis but a mile, 
And thus thon ihait the time well beetle. 
And drive it forth unto that blisfull morowe 
That thou her fe that caaie is of thy forowe. 406 

relume IX, N 
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Now rife, my deri bVothir Troilus ! 
For certis it noo hooonr is to chtf . 
To wepcv >iod iii'tiiy.liieddele rodun thw, ^ 
For tniiljploC othii^tnift to me. 
If thou thus ]ag|rd[a daie, or two, or thre,' 
The folkewol wenethxt thou litroawardiie - 
The faintfi fiik} dUMiat te» dsrft not'rifie. : 413 

Thit TrdiUitsiifwcnIe, O lirotlur dere J 
This knowin-felkif that hsveifiifirid pain, . 
'I'hat though lie wqie and mtlae JbrowfvU chm 
That felith harme and fmerte si every Tain 
No wondir ta; and thoagh 1 evir plam ■ 

Or alwaie wepe Luh nothing to blainc. 
Sens I have loil the caiife of al my game. 410 

But iithins.of fine £orce I mote arifc 
I (liall arife as IbiDe as cr I maie. 
And God, to whoqti mine herte I facrifice. 
So fende us^hallOy the tennith daie. 
For was there nef ir foule fo £une of Maie 
As \ ihall ben 'wbanihe comtth.in Troie . 
Th^t caufe is of my tourment and my joie. 427 

But whi Jir is thy rede, (quod Troilus) 
That we maie plaie iis beil in aU in this toun I 
By God my coun;&ile is (quod Pandarus) 
To ride and plaip us with King Sarpedoun. 
So long of this thei.fpckin np and dovn 
Till TuhIus p^an at the lad aiTent 
"^ urif?, acd fvrth co Sarpedon thei went« 454 
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This SarpedoD, as he that honourable 
Was all his live, and full of hie prowefle, 
With all that might ifervid ben on table 
That deiote was, all cofle it gtete richciie. 
He fedde 'hem daie by daie, that foche nobleiTe, 
As faidin botbe the mode and eke the left, 
Was nere er that daie wiftc at any feft : 441 

Nor in this worlde there is none infirnmect 
Delicious through winde or touch on corde, 
As ferre ^s any wight hath er iwent. 
That tongc tell or herte maie recorde 
But at that ic&. it was well herd acorde, 
Ne* of ladies eke fo faire a companie 
pn daunce er tho was never fene with eye. 448 

But what availith this to Troilus, 
That for his forowe nothing of it rouglit^ 
But evir in one his herte pitous 
Full buflly Crefeide his ladie fought ? 
On her was evir all that his herte thooght. 
Now this now that fo faft imagining 
That gladin iwib can him no fe&ing. 455 

Thefe ladies eke that at this feftd bene. 
Sens that he fawe his ladie was awaie, . . 
It was his forowe on 'Kein for to fene» 
Or for to her^ on inftrumentls jdaie ; 
For {he that of his hcrt berith the kaie - 
Wasabfent, lo ! this was hisfantafie. 
That no wight ihouldc makin noelodie : 462 

Nij 
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Nor thetc n'u hoar in lUcht due or iu{rliii 
Whan he was there ai Do man ini(;hi him htre. 
That he ne fued, O lorefome Udie brighl ! 
How hivc yc fatin Cm that je were there?' 
Welcome iwis, mine onDJ ladie dere ! 
Sut weJawaie.' all ihii a'as bat a maTc ; ' 
Fottune his love eoiendid but lo glafe. 

The lettin eke thsl Ihe of eUi time 
Had him ifenc he would alone ircde 
All hundrid filhc atwiiiin none and prime, 
Rtfiguring her Dupe and womanhede 
■Within his htrt, and every H'Orde anil dede 
I'hal pamd was; and thus he drove to' an cnde 
The ferthdday, and thinnii woide he uendc ; 

AndfaidJiLevdhrDchir Pandarm! 
Intendjfl thou that we ftijtl hem by)eve 
I'll Sarpedon vol forth conveyin us J 
Yet were it fairir that vc loke our IsvE ; 
For Gndd'islove let us now (one at eve 
Our levi tike, aedi henivinle let vi ttmrme, 
Fortrewily I n'il.nuthuaraiourr*. 

Pan dare mfwe(id,!Be «e-eomin hither 
Tofetchio &reiadnBBiD homeaf^iD^ ' 
Godhelpe me lj> 1 cia nu tdlin whither ' ' - 
Wemighcingone.if^ihallathlrftiBe, . 
There any vightuoC'uaraorifaina ' " 

Than Sarpedon ; md if we henttil hlc 
Thuifodainlf IliaUC'iCTilaict--"-' ■■'•■■i'^ 
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Sith thatwc feydin we wouldin bylere 
With him a weke, and now thus fodainly 
The ferthe d^y to take of him our leve, 
He woulde wondrin on it trewdly ; 
JLet us holde forth cur purpofe fermily. 
And fens that ye behightin him to' abide 
Hofde forwarde now, and aftir let us ride. 497 

This Pandams with mochil pine and wo 
Made him to dwel ; |pd at the wek'is ende 
Of SarpedoQ thei toke ther leve to go, 
And on ther way they fpedin *hcm to wendc. 
( Quod Troilus) Now, I^orde, me grace fendc 
'I'hat I maie findin at mine hotne-comming 
jCrefcide comin, and therwith gan he fin^ 5 04 

Yc halif wode thought ywis Pand;J:e, 
And to him felfe ful foftily he feide, 
God wote refroidin may this hottd fare 
£r Calcas fendd Troilus Crefeide : 
But natheleife he japid thus, and feide, 
And fwore iwis, his hert him wel behight 
She wouldin come as Tone as er ihe might. < T I 

Whan thei unto the paleis were icomen 
Of Tfoilus thei doun of horfe alight, 
And to the chambre ther waie have thei nommen, 
And unto timd that it gan to night 
Thei fpekin of Crdcide the lady bright. 
And aftir this, whan that 'hem bothe Icfrc, 
Thei fpede 'hem fro the fuppir unto reft. ^18 

N iij 
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On morow' as fonc a» day began to elcre 
Thit Troilofl gan of lus fl^e to* abfcide. 
And to Pandant hit-ofroe bradur dcK^ 
For lofc of God, fal fiimdlj Iw lade, 
AsgowefenethtpddiofCrcfeidc, 
For fens we yet anie late oooe othir /eft 
SoletntlciielitrfaiciBtttheleft!-. $%$ 

And therwithidl lua meiiid te 6D tdeadft 
A caufe he fiaode iato tlie tow^ ge^ 
And to Crdeid'iaptlfiatlwigoo wcnde; 
But Lordel tittaltly'IVoUaa waawo. 
Him thought ilia fiifoiifvl hcrt hnft atira^ 
For when he Um her doffiafperrid ad 
Wei nighte fbvow' adovB he ganrto hXL 53^ 

Therwtth whcB he waa ware, and gan behold 
How ihct was every window of the place. 
As froft him thongfat hif hert began to cold. 
For whiche with chaiingid dedly paU hat 
Withontin worde he forth by gan to pace. 
And as God would he-gan fo bSi to ride 
That no wtgfat of his conntinaunce afpide. 5 39 

Than faide he thns ; O paleis defoiate ! 
O houfe of houiis whilom beft ydight i 
O paleis empty and difconfolate ! 
O thou lantetne, of i^hich qneint is the light! 
O paleis whilom day, that now art night! 
Wei oughtift thou to fsl and I to die 
^cfls ihe 28 went that wont was us to gie. 546 
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O paleis whilom crouoe of hoofis al ! 
Enluminid with ftmne of alld bliiTe, 
O ring, of whiche the ruble ia out fall \ 
O caufe of wo that caufe haft ben of blifle! 
Yet fens I may no bet faine would I IcHTe - 
Thy colde dons, durft I for this route; 
And farwel ihrine of whiche the faint is out J . $s^ 

Therwith he caft on Pandarus his eie 
With chaungid face, and pitous to beholde^ 
>^nd whan he might his time aright afpie 
Ale as he rode to Pandarus he tolde 
His newe forow, and eke his joyis olde, 
So pitoufly, and with fo ded an hewe, . 
That erery wight might on his forow xcws. 5 60 

Fro thlnnls forth he ridith up and doone. 
And cTcry thing came him to rcmembraonce 
As he rode forth by pUcis of the tou&e 
In whiche he whilom had all his pldCumce; 
J.O ! yondir faw, I mine owne lady daonce. 
And in that temple with her cyin dere. 
^e captive caught firfl' my right lady dere : ^6^ 

And yondir have 1 herde ful luftily 
My dere hert Crefeide laugh, and yondir plaie 
Sawe I her onis eke ful blisfolly. 
And yondir onis to me gaa (he faie, 
Now, gode fwete ! lovith me wel I yoo praye ( 
And yonde fo godely gan ihe me beholde 
Tiuttothedetl^msnchefftxstokerhcldev •• 574 
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And aftir thishe to the yatit wentc* 
Ther as Crcieide out rode a full gode paas, 
And up and .doan there made he miny' a wente. 
And to him felfe ful oft he faid, Alat ! 
Fro hennb rode my bliffe and my (bits : 
As would^ blisful God now for his joie - 
1 might bcr fene ayen comin to lYoie ! 6c< 

And to the yoindir hil I gan her gide, 
Alas ! and there 1 tokc of her my !«¥«« 
And yoode I iawe her to her fathir ridc» 
For fovow of whiche mine hert ihal to cleve^ 
And hithir home I came whan it wit eve. 
And here I dwel, out caft from all^ jok» 
And fhal, til 1 maie fene her efte ia Tixiic. 6li 

And of him felfe imaginid he ofte r 
To ben defaitid, pale, and wozin leCe ' ' 
Than he waa wonte, and that men faidin foftc 
What may it be ? who can the fochc gcfle 
Why Troilnt hath al this hevineffe f 
And al this n*at bur faii melancdie, - 
That he had of him felle fuche faataik. 62J 

Anothir time imaginin he would • 
That every wight that went by the wey 
Had of him routhe, and that thei iaitti ihonld 
I am right fory Troilns wol dey : 
And thus be drove a daic yet forth or twey, 
As ye have herde : fuche life gan he to lede 
•A* he that ^ode betwiiin hope and drede ; . 63 
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Th' CDchiifwi of his wo as he htd might, 

An^iMAdc B fonge of woriiis but a fewi, 

Scimwhai hit wufuU hcrtc for tu light, 

AuJ whan heWaifroin eTcry mann'is Cght 

With fofte voice he ol hij lady dcrc, 

T)iat abfem Wm, ([aa fing as ye njjie here ; 637 

OlterteiofwhiEhelJuJlhavr:^ the light. 
With hati fore wcl ought I to bewaile 
That evir dcikcia turment. pight by night, 
Tnwarj^i)]]! dith with winde I Acre smd I'aile, 
For wliicHe the tenoiih night if tkit I faile 
'ihc gidinj^otthy bemiahijghtaD hnurc 
iVty Oiip a^ me Caiybilit woU devoure. 6(4 

I'his fongi nhen be thua fongiii had foDc 
HeGlaienmlabitfiehituldc 
And Vir)' Q^ght, as was his wont to done, 
lie flodc lh& bright monc to.bcholde. 
And al hit foiove he lo the mane tolde. 
And faid, Iwis wlun thou art hornid oevic 
I Hi] he gUd.ifal the woiU be tiewe. 6jl 

[faw thine haniisoldecki by that moiow 
Whan henms.nide n^y bright lady dere. 
That canJe is al ray mrracm itid my forow. 
For whiche. o bright .Lucina the durei 1 

I'ur whaaliuM hi>rsis.MW«tiMi»<Wfpring 

.Tlun Ihal fitcwoiie cli^t ifaBHJnribliSbfbaBg*',' 
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daie is more and leDgir every night 
chei ben wont to be, him thought^ tho, 
. that the funne went his courfe unri^hc 
Icngir waie than it was wonte to go, 
md faid, I wis I drede me evirmo 
The funn'is fonne Phaeton be on live^ . : ' 
And that his fathir's carre amifTe he drive. ■ 665 

Upon the wailisfafl eke would Jie walke, 
And on the Grekis hoft he would yfe. 
And to him felfe right thns he woald 3rt3lke; 
LiO ! yondir i« mine owne lady fre, . « 

Or ellis yondir there the tentis be, - 
And thence comith this ayre that is £d fote,' 
That in my foule I fele it doth me bote.*' r ' 671 

And hardily this winde that moreand more 
Thus flound^mele encreilth In my face 
Is of my ladies depe iighis fore ; 
I preve it thus, for in none othir fp&ce 'I 
Of al this toun, fave onely in this place, 
Fele I no winde that founith fo like paine, '. 
h faith Alas ! why twinid be we twaine ? . . . 679 

This longd time he drivith forth right .thut| 
Til fully paflid was the ninths night. 
And aie beiide him was this Paodarui, . 
That be% did alle his full might.. . . 
Him to comfort iind zhake his herte light, 
Yeving him hope alway the tenths mbrow 
Ximt ihe ihal comen and fiiottQ H hit foaow;: ': ~1 686 
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Upon that othir fide eke was Crefekfe 
With wwinen fewc among the Orekitibiong, 
ForwfaidiefiiiaftftdayAlalAefeide, 
That I was bpcaei wvimaie mine hxrtk koy 
Aftir my deth, £(nr BowMfe-rto loB|;( -^ 
Ahs I and I ne may it mil ameade, 
Fomow ifWOfiiB than cv ir yet I wende. ^^ 

My father n*fl fiir nothmg do tne fnoe 
To gone ayen fb^iuight I can bimfMnity 
And if fiahetfaait Imytenndpaca : ' ' 
My Troilas, aUs! ^ in hitJMEt demfe . 
That I am falfe, and fa it maid woiibnie; 
Thus ihal 1 hiive nhdMnkc vn every fide: 
Th«tIwatborMlbw«ls#iaythetidtl '7e« 

And if tbit 1 flRfmt id jtopardie 
To dele awaiehy sight, ud 'tt befal 
That I he caught I ihakbe h^de a fpie» 
Or ellis, b! thiidc^de I nwft of al. 
If in the hondiflof feme wrctche i fal 
I n*am but 1^ al be mine herti trcfwe: 
Now mighty God thon on my forow rcwe ! ' 707 

Ful pale iwtwin was her brightd face. 
Her limmis lene, atflie that althe daie 
Stode whan (hednrft, and lokid 00 the place 
There ihe was borne, and ihe had dweitid aye; 
And al the ni^t weptng, alaal (he laie:^ 
And thus difpehid out lof alld core 
Sh0 lad her life thit foronfnll ocfore* .. yf / 
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Ful oft a daie (he lighed eke for diftrefTe, 
And in her felfe ihe went aie purtraying 
Of Troilus the gretd worthineiTe, 
^nd al his godely wordis recording 
Sens firfl that daie her love began to fprlng; 
And thus (he fette her wofuU hert afire 
Through remetnbratmce of that (he gan defire. 'j%t 

In all this world tiiere n*is fo cruil liert 
That her had h^d complainin in her (brow ? 

That n'old have wepin for her painis (mert ; 
$o tendirly ihe wept both eve and morow 
Her nedid pot no teres for to borow ; 
And this was yet the worft of all her paine, 
Tfaer was no wight to whom (he durft complaiiie. 7 7/8. 

Ful rewfully ihe lokid upon Troie, 
Behelde the tourit high and eke the hallis; ' > 

Alas ! (quod ihe) the plefaunce and the jme. 
The whiche that now al tumid into gal is^ 
Have 1 had oftin within yondir waliis! 
O Truilub! what doefl thou bow ? ihe feide; 
Lord, whethir thou yet think upon CrefeideJ 735* 

Alas ! that ( ne* had trowid on your lore. 
And went with yoo, as ye me redde er thoifly 
Than had I now not iighid halfe fo fore : 
^Vllo might have faid that I had don amis 
To ilele awaie with fuche one as he is? 
But al to late comith the leduarie 
Whan men the cocfc unto the gravd carie* ji^% 
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To late is now to fpeke of that matere ; 
Prudence, alas ! one of thine eyin thre 
Me lackid alway er that I came here. 
For on time paflid wel rcmembrid me. 
And prefefit time eke coulde I wel yfe. 
But future time, er I wa» in thefnare,. 
Could I not fene, that caufith now my care. 

But nathticJTe, hetlde what may hetide, 
I ihal to morow' at night, by eft or weft. 
Out of this hofie ftele on fome Bianir fide^ 
And gon with Troilns where m him left; 
This pur^fe wol I holde, and this is beft; 
No force pf wickid tongis jonglerie, 
9or ef OB Ipve have wretchis had envie : 

For who fo wdI of every worde take hcdc. 
Or rulin him by every wight*is wit, 
Ne ihal he nevir thrivin out of drede. 
For that that fome men blamin ever vet 
Lo othir manir folke commendin it ; 
And as for me, for al fuchevariaunce 
Felicite Uepe I my fuffifaunce. 

For whichci, withoutin any wordis mo, 
To Troie I wol, as for conclufioun. 
But God it wote er fully monthis two 
She was ful ferre fro that entencioun, 
For bothe Troilus and Troic toun . 
Shall knotelciTe throughout her herte flide, 
Vor ihe wol tak^ » purpo^ for to* abide. 
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This DIomede of whom I you tel g^an, 
Goth now within himfelfe aie argaing, 
With al the Height and al that er he can, 
How he maie beft with (hortift tarying 
Into his nette Crefeid'is herte bring; 
To this eotent he couthe nevir fine ; 
To £fhin her he laide out hoke and litt«. 777 

But nathelefTe wei in his hert he thou^t 
That ihe n*a8 nat without a love in Troie, * 
For nevir fitbin he her thennis brought 
Ne couthe he fene her laugh or makin joies 
He n'ift how beft her hert for to acoie, 
But for t* aficry he faid nought it ne greveth^ 
For He that naugbt ajfayitb naught atebfvHh, 7 ^4 

Yet faid h« to him felfe upon anight. 
Now am ( nat a fole that wote wel howe 
Her woe is for love of anothir wight 
And herupon to gon aflaie her nowe ? 
I maie well wete it n*il nat ben my prow^y 
For wife folke in bokis it expreffe, 
Menjhal nat ivowe a loigbt m bemnfffe* 79 X 

But who fo might ywinnin fuche a floure 
Fro him for whom (he mournith night and dale 
He might wel £aine he were a conqueroure ; 
And rijrht anone, as he that bold was sue. 
Thought in his hert, happin what happin may, 
Al (houM I die L wol her hert^ feche, 
t ibal uo more Icfin but my fpeche. 75^ 

Oij 



This Diofliede, u boiis us dccUre, 
Was in his iiedit piell and coragcona, 
Wth Acme Tsicc, latj mifrhty HmiDu Iqiiirc, 
Hardf and teHiie-, Amng aoil chevalioDs, 
Of dcdis like hi« [jtUr-Trdcust 
Andfomc men &iiieht waioftong^lirgc. 
And hcire he was of Catydoo and Arge. !oj 

Crdeiii nunc ywu uf hec flitun, 
Thtrtool Shape, uStuf., and tie of chat. 
There ne mightin b*n no feirir creture ; 
AnJoftie Cimte tliit wu her maiKie 
To gone ilrcQid willi herheriectctc 
l^ounc bj htT colerc, at her tucke hehinde, 
"Which with a threde of gold flic wouUebiode. Si J 

And fuc her browis joynedin ifire 
There ii'a> no lacke in aught tcanefpicD; 
But for to fpekiBofhei eyinclrie, 
Lo! tmily thei'writtin that her hien. 4 

That pat:(ilii AuiIe iotniid in her eisa, I 

And with hrr rich^ beaute e«irmare 
BirovE love in her aie which of ■hem wis more. 815 

hhe fobre vas, ample, and wife wilball. 
The belt uionOiid eke ihat might be, 
AnHgodtly of herfpechein gcnerall, 
Charitable.dlately. luity'. andfre. ^t^if^ • 
Ne aeyimm* at licfcid her pt% 
Tendrehertid, ipd Qidiag «f corage, 
auttruilflcannMlelherlje.: : ;.' ■ . . SiS 
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And Troilas wel woxin was in hight. 
And complete, formid by proporcioun 
So wel, that Kinde it naught amendin might, 
Yong, frefh, and ftrong, and hardy as liounj 
And trewe as ftele in eche condicioun. 
One of the beft entetchid creature 
That is or ihal while that the world maie dare. 833 

And certainly in ilory it is fonde 
That Troilas was nevir to no wight| 
As in his time, in no degre feconde 
In daring do that longith to a knight ; 
Al might a giaunt paflin him of might 
His hert aie with the firft and with the beft 
Stode peregall Co dare done what him left. 840 

But for to tellin forthe of Diomede 
It fil, thac;a£tir on the tennith daie 
Sens that Crefeide out of the cite yede 
This Diomede, as freih as braunche in Maie, 
Came to the tenti^ there as Calchas lait. 
And fainid him with Calchas have to done. 
But what he mente 1 (hai you tellin fone. 847 

Crefeide, at ihorte wordis for to tel» 
Welcomid him, and doun him by her fette. 
And he was ethe inough to makin dwel; 
And aftl'r this, withoutin longe lettc, 
The fpicis and the wine men forth *hcm fette. 
And forthe thei fpelce of this and thatifere. 
As frendis done, of whiche fomc fhall ye here. 8j4 

Oiij 
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He gan Er^-fallin of the warre in fpecbe 
Betwain them a&d the fblke of Troie teiin» 
And of tfc*.afi<ge he fin ^e her hdcchq 
To tellio horn ivh^ was her opiiiioiiBi 
fxo that demafrndehe fb difceDdith dona 
To afldn her if that htr ftrapngd thfVg^fe 

And why her £tt|iir taryith ib lopf 
To weddin her vnt^ feme worthy wifht^ 
Crefeidd, that waa in her patnu ftroeg 
For love of Troiloa her owni knigfal,. 
So ferforth at ihc caaning hid or raighft 
Anfwerde him tho, Imt at of |iit entente 
it femid that Ac ne wift what he meat^ 

Bat nath^lcffie this ilke Diomede 
Gan on him felfe afliire, and thus hefeide; 
If I aright have ta|un on yon hede 
Ale thiokith thfis, o faidy mine Crefeide ! 
That fens I firft hond on your bridH leide. 
When I oBt came of l>oid hy the morow, 
Ne might I nevir dene you hut in forow. 

I can nat faine what maie the caufS be. 
But if for love of ibme Trojan it were, 
The whiche right fore wouldin athinkin me. 
That ye for any wight that dwellith there 
Shuldin yfpil a tpiardr of a tere,. 
Or pitoufly your felvin fo hegile, 
for dredelcfle it it nat wonhe the while. 



% 
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it folke ofTroie, as who faith al and £bme, 

jrifon ben, as ye your felvin fe, 
/o thennis (hal nat one on live come 
£or al the golde atwixin funne and fe ; 
Truftith wel this, and underftondith me» 
There (hal aat one to mercy gone on liTe, 
Al were he lord of worldis twife five. . 889 

Such wrech on chem for fetching of Heldne 
There ihal be take, er that we bennis wende. 
That Manes, whiche that goddis ben of Peine» 
Shal ben agaft that Grekis worhem (hende^ 
And men (hal drede unto the world'is ende 
From hennis forthe to raviihe any quene, 
^o cruil ihal our wreche on them be (ene« 896 

And but if Calchas led us with amk^s^ 
That is to faine, with double wordis flie^ 
Suche as men clepen a word with: two ▼ifageSy 
Ye (hal wel knowin that I do nat lie. 
And al this thing right fene it vrith your eie» 
And that anon, ye n'il nat trowe how (one; 
Now takith hede, for it is for to done. 903 

What ! wen in ye that your wife lathir would 
Have yevin Antenor for you anon 
If he ne widd that the cite (hould 
Diftroyid ben f Why, nay : fo mote I gone 
He knew ful wel there (hal nat fcapin one 
That Trojan is, and for the grcth fere 
fie durfl nat that ye dwcUid lengir there. 9i« 
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' WJiatwolyeinQie,olovdnjnelad)rdere! 

I .et Trote and Trojant fra yoor hoti pafliB ; 

Drive out the bittir hope^ and make gode chere» 

And clepe ayen the bcaote of your lace,- . 

That ye with (alti temfbdefiice. 

For Froie u brought io fachc a }e<^ardie 

That it to lave » now no femedie 91; 

'And thialutb wel ye fliai in Orekia finde 
A love more parfite, er that it be night, 
Than<aDy-Trojan it, and mord kinds, ' -■ 
And bet;to iiervin yoo wol don his might ; 
And if that ye vonchiafe, my lady bright ! 
I wol ben he to (enrin you my (elve, 
Ye^ Jevir thas be lorde of Orecit twelve. 914 

And with that word he gan to waain red, 
And in his fpeche a litil while he qaoke. 
And caft aiide a litil with his hcd. 
And {linte a while, and aftirwarde he woke, 
And fobrely.onher he threwe his ioke, 
Andfaid,lam, albe'it toyou no joie, . 
As gentle* a man as any wight in Troie : 

Tor if my fathir Fydeus, he feide, 
Ilivid had, tho I had ben er this 
Of Calidony'and Arge a king, Crefeide, 
And fo hope I that I iha! yet iwis. 
But he was flaine, alas ! the more harm is. 
Unhappily at Thebis al to rathe, 
Folynices and many* a man to fcathe. 



V. TROILUS AMDCRBSEIOC. I65 

But, herte mine ! fithe that I am your man, 
And ye Hen the firH of whom I feche grace. 
To fervin you as hertely as I can. 
And evir (hal while I to live have fpace. 
So that er 1 depart out of this place 
Ye wol me grauntin that I maie to morow 
At bettir laifir tel you of my forow. 945 

What (hould I tell his wordis that he feide \ 
He fpake inough for o dale at the meft ; . 
It previth wel he fpake fo that Crefeide 
Grauntid on the morow at his requeil « 
Forthy to fpekin with him at the lefte. 
So that he n*olde fpekin of fnche matere. 
And thus flie to him (aid, as ye mowe here, 95 % 

As ike that had her hert on Troilus 
So fafl yfet that none might it arace. 
And ftrauqgely (be fptke, and feid^ thus : 

Diomede ! I love that ilkd place 
There I was borne, and Jo vis of thy grace 
Pelivre' it fone of al that doth it care : 

Cod for thy might fo leve it wel to fitfe ! 959 

That Grekis wold ther wrath on Troye wreke, 
Tf that thei might, I know it wel iwis; 
But it (hal naught befalHn as ye fpeke. 
And God toforne ; and farthir ovir thia 

1 wote, my fathir wife and redy is. 

And that he me hath bought, as ye tee tdde, 

^ d^QX^ I am to him the more yholdc. $46 
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Thit Gretis ben of high condicioan 
I woic lU welJ, but ccnalne men (hall Bade 
Aawonhyrulkc within ['miF roun. 
As cDnning. 3» p»r6ie, and eke an kindt, 
A> ben belwulin Orndct and Indf ; 
And chat yecDaldin wtlyour [ady Terve 
I trows eke wcl. htr ihorke fnt lo dcferve. 

But aito fptke of lone, iwis, iht Cdde, 
I had a }iirdi: m whnm I weddid »a«. 
The nhofe mine h«t was al til that he deide. 
And olhir love, as helps me now Pillsu, 
Thece in mine bert ne i> ne nevir wa,; 
And that yc benuf nublc^'and hi^h kinie£e 
IhgvewdhordBittellin out ofdrcde, 

And that doth me lo hsvc To grct a wonder 
That ye wol fcomin any woman fo ; 
Eke GadwatelowaDd I bcaferaronder; 
I im difpofid bet, lb mote I g:o, 
Unto my deth Eopluneand makln wo: 
What I ihal aftir done 1 can nat fale, 
VW truily ak)w:«e Me nal pitie. 

MiiM htrti'iiaw in tribulanibiiD, 
And ye-in armbfaery daietrfrialet 
Hereaftirwhea^e vocni D- bxve the VOW 
ParMinrur than fo it happinnaie ■ 
That whan [ft that I nevirarrfaie- 
Than itfiA I ^Firke ihst I UD*irelv wrought; 
Xi^ word to you'iDo.ugh fuSfiuoughc. 
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To morow eke wol I fpeke with you faine, 
So that ye touchin nought of this matere, 
And whan you lift ye maie come here againe ; 
And er ye gon thus muche I faie you here. 
As helpe me Pallas with her heris clere, 
Yf that I ftiould of any Greke have routhe 
It ihould yhe your felviii by my trouthe, loor 

I faie nac therfore that I woi you love, 
Ne faie nat naic, but, in concluiioun, 
I menc* wel, by God that fit above ; 
And therwirhal (he call her cyin doun, 
And gan to figh, andfaide, O Troye toune! 
Yet bidde I God in quiet and in irefl 
I maie the fene, or do mine hcrte breft. loc8 

But in elfede, and (hortely for to faie. 
This Diomedc al frelhly newe againe 
Gan preafin on, and fail her mercy praie ; 
And aftir this, the fothe for to faine, 
Her glove he toke, of which he was ful faine, 
And, finally, whau it was woxiu eve, 
And al was wel, he rofeand toke hi^ leve. I015 

The bright Venus folowid and aie taught 
The waie there brodc Phcebus doune alight. 
And Cythereahcr chare-horfeoVraught . 
To whirle into the JLioun if flic mighty . 
And Signifer his candils ftiewith bright. 
Whan that Crcfcidc unto hetbed WcQte 
Within her fathir'is (aire briglue tcatc, • loaa 
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But truily the ftory tellith us • 
There madin ncvir woman more wo 
Than fhe whan that Ihc faifid Froiius ; 
She laide .-Mas ! for now is dene ago 
My name in trouthe of love for cvirmo, 
For 1 have faifid one the gentilled 
That ever was, and one the woithieft. IC3 7 

Alas! of me unto the world'is ende 
Shall neithir ben iwrittin or ifong 
No gode worde, for thefe bokis well me ihcnde ; 
Irollid (hall I ben on many* a cong, 
Throughout the world my bell fliall be yrong, 
And women mode woll hatin me of all; 
Alasxhat fochc a caas me fhould befall ! 1064 

I'hci woll fain, in as moche as in mc is 
T have 'licm docn dlfhonour, welawaie ! 
All be I iK)t the firft that did amis, 
What helpith that to doen my blame awaie ? 
But fens 1 fc there is no bcttir waie, 
And that to late is now for me to rue, 
To Dioniedc I woll algate be true. icyi 

Lut, I'roilus, fens I no bettir nijue. 
And fens that thus depart in ye anc I, 
Yet jiraie I God fo yeve you right gode daie, 
As for the gcntillift knight truily 
'I'hat cr I fawc to fervin ruthfuliv. 
And bed can aic his ladle's honour kepe, 
(^Vnd with that wordc flic brail anonto w:epe ) IC7 8 

rohme IX, P 



And try Eodeworde.ill HiouWl iiviiieTeri 

And tniily I vovU nght tout be 

¥oT ti) fcin ynn in advcrlitr ; 

And piltilfffc I *ot wtll I yoii lc»e ; 

And all Itiall palTn, BDd chuf i^e Imy leva. 

But .ruily how long it wa. bitwenc 
Thai She fbrJbke him lor this Diootede 
'There Ib none .LShnnr tclliih it t wene. 
Titc every roan ni'W to hts bnicii bede 
He {hellnn tcrmf findln out DfdreBc. 
For thnugli rhiit lie bcjan to wowe licrfone. 



Fcrthlr than 
Hernatne, akt!iipubliOiidfD wide 
That for her gilt it ought iDODgh fuffife ; 
And if i might ncufe her in fonii wifn, 
Fnr (he fo forie wai tor her actrouthe, 
Inis I would cirufc her yrt for routhe. 

I'his Tri.ilu9, ai i before haw told, 
Thui drimth forth ■• wel a> he haih nii^t. 
Bat oftin mu faishertc bote aod cold. 
And namily that ilk^ niDithe night 
Whiche on ihe morone flic had him behight 
To come aycn; Ood wote fill] lictl« reft 
flwl he thai night ; nothiilg \o Qege him left. 
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The lauriivcrounid Phoebus with his hete 
Oan in his courfe aie upward as he went 
To warnie of the eft fe the wavis wcte. 
And Circe'is doaghtir fong with frcflie entent, 
^Whan Troilus his Pandare aftir feht, 
i\nd on the walHs of the toune thei pleide. 
To loke if thci can fene aught- of Crcf cidc ; I IJ$ 

Till it was none thei ftodin for to fe 
''Who that there came, and every manir wight 
That came fro ferre thei faidin it was ihe, 
Till that thei couldin knowin him aright : 
Now was his hcrt^ dull, now was it light; 
And thus bejapid ftodin for to ftare 
^About naught this Troilus and Pandare. -I i.%o 

To Pandarus this Troilus tho feide; 
For aught I wot before none fikirly 
Into this toune ne comith not Crefeide, 
She hath inough to doin hardily 
To twinnin from her fathir, fo trowe J.; 
Her olde fathir woll yet make ker dine 
£r that ihe go ; God yeve his hertd pine ! n ir 

Pandare anfwerd, It male well ben ceit&in, 
And forthy let us din<, I the befeche, 
And aftir none than maid thou come again : 
And home thei go withoutin more fpcche, 
And coniin ayen ; but long maic thci feche 
£r that thei findin that thei afcir gape ; 
JSqctune 'hem bothc ythinkith for to jape. ^tB4 
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(QT;od Troilut) I fe well now that flie 
Is lary id wiih her old fathir fa 
That cr Ihccomcit wall iiighcviD be; 
Comaforlii:. I wdII unto the ynic go, 
Thf fe porf its hen kinfcinning evirmo, 
And I woll doen 'hcni hoMiii up the ;ate 
.^nsuphcne were, although flieiomm luc ij^t 

llie dale gotli fjiit, and nflir thatcamecve. 
And jeiijune i)3t CsTroilns CfelcidE : 
He lofeitKCirth hjr hedge, by tre, by grcTC, 
And R-rre hi> hedde ovir the waU heldde, 
Aod ai ch|:l^lie louraidhim, andfdde, 
£y Cod 1 wote hat Uicoing now. Pandare ; 
-AlmcQc iwiffilJ newe was all my care. 114 E 

Nnvr doutiUTithididiccan hcrgodc) 
Iivr,L(nHcon:;rhi:di.TR- privily; 
lo ■ -. ■ , ; r V ,■ !.)mcb»min[:hodc; 
..: ■ |,-.,.i=,iy 

i: ■ ■i-:n;eth,bu[f.-fiily 

JSy iiijjhi MitD the tuUneflielhinkidi ride. 
And, dctcbiothtt! thinke natloDg to abide. IJJ5 

We ba*e niuj;ht ellis far lo doen Iwii ; 
And Pandarus, mw wilt thoKtrawin me. 
Have here my trouth ircber; yondOieiti 
Hfic up thine eyin niao ; niaieil chounatlef 
I'tindarc lufwerid, Naie, fo tiiate iihe; 
/ill wronf; by God : what faiA ihau man? wberart? 
'i'btt I H- yDDdcafarreu'isbnt ac>uu. . lib) 



Alas! d»ou faieft rig^ht fothe, (quod Troilus) 
But hardily it is not all for nought 
That in mine hcrte [ now rejoice thus ; 
2t is ayenil fome gode : I have a thought, 
N'ot I nat how, but fens that f was wrought 
Ke felt I foohe a oon^fort dai*e I €aie : 
^he Cometh to night, my life that durft 1 lay. i i6f 

Pandare anf werde, k maic be weH inough ; 
And helde with him of all that er he faicd. 
But in his herte he t-hought, and foft he lough, 
And to himfelf full fobirly he faied. 
From bafilwodde, there Joly Robm ^aied, 
Shall come f^ that that thou abidift^iere ; 
Ye, f arwell all -the fnowe oiitrrc^ yere. 1176 

The wardein of the yatis gan to caU 
The folke whichthat without the yatis were. 
And badde 'hem drivin in ther beftis all, 
Or all the night thel muft bylevin tihere ; 
And ferre within the nighty with many' a tere, 
Thi:i Troilus gan horn ward for to tide, 
For well he feet-h it helpitfa nat to* abide. 1 1H5 

£ut natheleife he gladdidhim in tbie. 
He thought he mifaccomptidbad his daie, 
And faied, I underilande have all amis, 
For thilkc night 1 laft Crefcide faic 
She faicd I ftiall ben here, if that I maie, 
Er that the mone, o my dere hertfi fwcteJ 

The I^ion pafTe out of tli^'Aricte : II90 

P«»« 
"J 



rcFT w]ii<;fac ihc maie yet bold all her behefii 
And on llir niorowc to the yoie hi went. 
And up and doanc, by well and tke by eQ, 
XIpon the wiUu madebemany'aivent; 
lliit al fwjHughti his hope ilwiy him blent, 
For which at night in forow and Cghf s fore 
He went him home wilhoutiaanirniDie. ii 

Thiihope ail dene out olhis bertc flcdde. 
He ne'haib wherpn now lengii for to hong, 
Uut for the pain hitn thought hit heric blcdd, 
i.Sn vrer his throwia Ibarp. and wandii Aroiig, 
lor whanhe lave chat Ihe abode (o long 
Me ne will what he judgin of it niight,^ 
litDi (he bath biuliin ihjit flic biic behight, 13 

The thirds, the fourth, (he Gfte, and the Siu, i 
Aliirthodayistenneofwliidiel told, 

\iC fumwhit tFuftiog on her heflis old; 

liut wlian he Jawe Ok n'olde her teimis hold 

He can Eow fene none othi. rca.edie 

But for CO fhapin hini fone for to die. Ii 

Thcrwiih the wiekid ffiiiit, God u< bleffe t 
Whiche that men citpin the wode JalouQe, 
Gan in him crepe in all this berineUe, 
lor whiche bicaufe he wouldin fone die 
Henc'ete nedronkc for his melancolie, 
'^nd tke frctn every compwif he fledde ; 
This vms the life that all.tlw tiiie he ledde. 1 2 
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He fo defaite was that no niaoir man 
Unnethis him might knowin there he went. 
So was he Icne and therto pale and wan, 
And feble, that he walkith by potent. 
And with his ire he thus himfeifin fticnt ; 
But whofo alkid him wherof him fmertc. 
He faied his harme was all about bis herte. 1 215 

Priam full oft, and eke his mothir derc, 
Hir bretheme and his fuftrin, gan him frain 
Why he fo wofull was in all his chere. 
And what thing was the caufe of al his pain? 
But all for naught ; he n*olde his caufd plain, 
But faied he felt a grevous maladie 
About his herte, and fain he wouldd die. ll^% 

So on a daie he laie him doune to ilepe^ 
And fo bifcll^ it that in flepe him thought 
That in a fored fad he walked to wepe 
For love of her that him thcfe painis wrought. 
And up and doune as he that foreil fought 
He met he fawe a bore with tuikis grctc 
That flept ayenift the bright funn'is hete ; 1 2391 

And by this bore, fafl: in her armis fold, 
I.aie kilfmp: aie his ladie bright Crefeide, 
For forowe*of whiche, whan he it gan behold^ 
And for difpite, out of his flepe he brcide, 
And loude he cried on Pandarus, and feide, 

Pandarus I now kno,we I crop and rote 

1 nVm but dedde ; there n*ig none otbir bote. l%^h. 
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My ladie bright, Crcfcide, hath nic b«tratdc. 

In whom I trttflid noAcof any wight; 
Hhc cUiTwhere hath now ha hen ipaied ; 
The UisfuU goddi* (horough ther i^cte might 
Haiein my drenKiOieind It full right : 
Thus in my dreme CreTctde have I beholde, 
AndillthisChingCoPaiidanjshetolde. Iifj 

O my CrefcLdc ! alis! whai fabiilte, 
What iiL-wi lull, what bOiUtf, what rcicnce, 
"U'hat ffrathe of )ulle ovfe have ye unto me i 
What gilt (rfme. wh« fell eiperimce. 
Hath fro mprsftc, alas! (hine advertrnee ! 

truft ! o faiihe ! ijuod he', D depe air>iraua« ', 
"Who hath me rafte CreTeide, all my pleTaunce J is6l* 

Alas! why let T her from hennisgof 
For whiche well nigh out of my wit! hreide; 
■Who fhall now trowe en any othii mo .' 
God ware 1 wende, o ladie bright Crcfeide ■ 
That every worde was gnfpell that ye feide : 
Bi.: who maie h« begilf if ihw hini lift. 
Than he on whom men wenia heft to trift ? tl6T 

What Ikalt I doen, my Pandarus > alaa '. 

1 felin now foftaipe anew£ pain, 

Sent that there is Da remedy' in (hiicaa«, 

That bet were it I with mine hondii twain 

My fekin flowe than alwaie thm to plain, 

For through the deth my wo (hold ha we an ende, 

There every dale with life my fclf 1 Ihendc. 1*74 
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Pandarc anfwerdc and faid, Alas the while 
That I was borne ! Have 1 nat faicd er this 
']'hat dremis many' a manir man begile ? 
And why ? for folke expoundin 'hem amis : 
How darfl thou fain that fulfe thy ladie is 
For any dreme ? right for thine ownd drede 
^^et be this thought; thou canfl no dremis rede, i 

Tai avinture there thou dremefl of this bore 
It niaie fo be that it maie figriifie 
Her fathir, whiche that old is and eke here, 
Ayen the funnc lyith on poin(^ to die, 
And (he for forowe ^innith wepe and crie. 
And kiilith him, there he lieth on the ground \ 
Thus fhuldifl thou thy dreme aright expound. 1 

How might I than doin (quod Troilus) 
To knowe of this, yea, were ncvir fo lite ? 
Now faiefl thou wifely, (quod this Pandams.) 
My redy is this, fens thou canft well endite, 
'I'hat haOilv a lettir thou her write, 
l'Iiorou}>;h which thou (halt wel bringin about 
To knowe a foth of that thou art in dout. ] 

• And fc now why ; for this I dare well fain, 
That if fo is that (he untrue ybe 
1 can nut trowe that flie woll w^rite again ; 
And if fhe write thou (halt full fone ife 
As whcthir ihe hath anv lihcrte 
To come ayin, or cllis in fome claufe 
If ihe be kt fhc wol allignc a caufo. I 
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Thou baft DOC vtlciia [o her fens Hie went, 
Nor file tn tfa: ; and thia 1 duiQ vde iaie, 
There maie TiKhc canle ben in her entenc 
Thai hardily thoa watt iky feivin flic 
Thu her abinle tha bett is for you twair : 
Now write her than, and thou ftiali felc fone 
A fothof all; thcreiino more to dose. 131:9 

Acordidben CothisconclulioQa, 
And that aoon, thefeilke lordis two, 
AndhaftilyratTrDiluBBdoun, 
And roliith in hii hcrtr luand fr<i 
Huw he m«c bctt difcrivin hsr hi^ wo. 
Andfa Cnfdd^luKmt ladiedov 
He wrote right tbae, sod fud a* yc omc hen:. 1316 
Tif t^ii rflhi UtUr. 

RigKt frefk flour, whole 1 haie aye ben and Ik^l, 
Withoutin part of cllifwhcrc ferififc. 
With hettt and bodie, Ufe, luft, thought, and all, 
1 wofull wight, in every faomble wife 
That long can tell or herti maic dc»tfe. 
As oft as matiit occupyhh pUee, 
Me recommaunde unto your noble graee. 1 3^3 

Likich ic you to wetici,Twcte herle! 
As ye weU knowin, how long tiow agon 
That ye me left in afpiepainUfmerte, 
Whan that ye wentin, of whuhe yet bote Den 
WiSi I non had, but evir worfe bigon 
ITO dale CO daie am I, and fo mote dwell 
vVliitchyou lilt, of wclc and wo my well. IJJO 
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For whiche to you with dredefull herte true 
I write, as he that forowe driveth to write. 
My wo, that every houre cncrefith newe. 
Complaining as I dare or can endite ; - 
And that defacid is that maie ye wite 
The teris which that from mine cyin rain, 
That wuldin fpcke if that thci durft and plain. 1537 

You firll befeche I that your eyin dcrc 
To loke on this defoulid ye nat hold, 
And ore all this that ye my ladic dere 
WoU s'Guchfafin this lettir to behold. 
And by the caufe eke of my caris cold. 
That flaeth my wit, if aug;ht amis me fterte 
Foryevith it me, mbe owne fwetd herte! 1344 

If any fervaunt dnrft or ought of right 
Upon his ladi^ pitoufly complain, 
Than wenc I that I ought to be that wight, 
Confidrid this, that ye theffe menthis twaift 
Have taried there ye faidtn, fothe to fain> 
But tenne dayis ye n*olde in hofte fojoumCy 
But in two montthis yet ye not retoumc. 135 1 

But for as nioche as me mote nedis like 
All that you lift \ dare nat planin more, 
But humbly with forowfuU fighiM fike 
You write 1 mine unreftic forowcsfore^ 
Fro dare to daie defiring evirmore 
To knowin fully, if your will it were, 
Mow yc have fared and don while ye be there *, 135S 









\'' 
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And if fo.bemy gilt hath dech deferved. 
Or if you lift no more upon me ie. 
In guerdon yet of that I have you feryed 
Befeche I you, mine owne iadie fre. 
That hereupon you sv onldin "write to me 
For love of Jovis, my right lode fterre, 
1 hat deth maie make an ende of al my weroe. 1 393 
. If othir caufe aught doeth you for to dwel, 
That with your letcir ye me recomfort. 
For though to me your abfence is an hell. 
With pacience \ woll my wo ccAnfort,. 
And with your lettre*of hope I wdU difpott: 
Now writith, fwete ! and let me dius wit plain ; 
With hope or deth deliverith me Sxo pain. X4CO 

Iwis, mine own^ derd hert£ tmel 
I wote that whan ye nextvpon me fc. 
So loft have I mine hele and eke mine hewe, 
Crefeid^ (hall not conne tho knowin me ; 
I wis, mine hcrt*is daie, my Iadie fre! 
So thurftith ale mine hcrtd to behold 
Your beaote that unneth my life I hold* <407 

I faie no more, all have 1 for to fey 
To you well more than that I teiiin Jnaie; 
But whethir that ye doe me live or dey 
Yet praie I God fo yeve you right gode dale: 
And farith well, thou godely faire frefhe'Maie! 
As ye that life or deth me maie commaunde, 
And to your trouth ale I me recommaunde, 14 14 
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Willi helefochc, thaibotye ye name 
The anuD hele [ Shia ooa bdc yh^ie : 
In you lictb, vhuyou liAthatit fa be, 
The iIbIc in whieha me clolbin Dull my grive. 
And m youiny life, ia you might Lo fave 
Me fro difefe ofall mypiinit fjitrte: 
Andfaiith now nele, myncown dcicfwctehei 

This ktiir forthc wsiTcDt Dcto CrefeiJe, 
0!vihkhchcTitJvrtitiadlt:& wis this; 
Full pitouOy J(i< wrote aycn,aiid(cide, 
Thit all to fone ai Jlw might iwii 
She would come, and ameiide that wu amii; 
And, fiuslly, Ihe wrote and fiyid tfaco 
She would ycome, ye, but She n'iA hoc when, i 

Buciuhcr lelCirmadiulhcibiihefEnci 
That noadir was, and [wore Ihclovtd himbeft, 
Uf whiche he found but botooUcs bihellcs. 
liut.Ttoilu', thou maiefl row ell and weft 
I'ijiE in an ivlt Icfc ifihat the Ii'H : 
Tbuigotti [he world; Godlhlld us tro mifchaan 
And every wight that mcDilhtrouthavMiocc! I 

EncteGn gau the wn fro dale to aight ' 
or rroilusfortarying.ofC^efcide, 
And kfliD giD hit h<^e and eke hia might, 
Tor wtiichealdounhcinhis bedde bimleidc; 
IJcnecte, diookc, DcHtpt, ae wQidefeide, 
linagining ftie ihatihc wuutikindCf 
Tor v.'hich wfll cigh he wtii out of hiilniod 
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This dreme of which I told hsre ekfe beforne 
Male nevir come out of hit reineiAbnrooce ; 
He thought aie well he had his ladie loroy 
And that Jo vis of hit hie purreiiiiiiee : . 
Him fliewed had in ilepe tho figiiifimitflrt < > . 
Of her omrouth iind hisdifavinturc. 
And that the bore wat fliewed hiift in figflrc; <449' 

For whiche he for Sibylle his fiiiUf fcnlV - 
That callidwaflCftfliuidre* eke all abMt,. : 
And all his drcme he told heT'Or Iw ftuit« 
And her befought afloilin hlm'thfljdoiibt ■ ■ 
Of the ftrong bore with all hit tviUtitoBtl. 
And, finally', within a Htil iloaiidd ■ ;:■....-. 
CifTandra him gan thus hit dmoMMiftmuL > : I45 d 

She gan firft fmife, and (aid, O bioilur dere! 
If thouafotheofthisdefirefttv-lenofW"^ I - r 
Thou mud a-iiewe.oColdd fioriethiBrs*- ' 
To purpofe how that Fortnoc otirtbn>w«>. . '. . . I 
lath lordis old, through which wkhln ai thfio# » 
hou (halt this bore well know^ and of what iaade *. 
ecomioi.%^tmeninbbkitfi&de« . . . M^J' 
Diana, whiche that wrotbewat-andiaitt^ I . 
* Grekls oroide doin her faciiflce, . - 
enccns op her altar let on fire» . * ' ■ 
for that GrekJt gon her (b diifiie i - - 't/k 

ake her in a wondir cruiU Wife^ ... j X 
vith a bore atgrete at oxe in fblt' 
ladc up frcte thcr coQie and vinia »1L. . : i 147*. 
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jiffoeiaf frofifgus tydetu pritn Fo^iduHij 
7ydea legatum docet^ hji^affuefeeundiu^ 
TertiurHammiden canity \Sf vtittm iatiianiem^ ' 
partus babet Re^t imuidirprwlidfipttm^ . 
Lemtiiadam Fufia fuh^ mkrrmihirf fl^-'mMgiHi^'- 
Arebemori bitfiumfixtB^ ittdi^ kg m it m ri- • ■ 
Dat Tbebh vattm OrmtrumftpHmmawmhrh^ ' 
Oaavoeiodii'JSfdnsyJpet^nataF^i^giim^ : 
HippomedoH nam nuriimr emm ^drfittup^nf ". . 
Fulmine percvjfiu detiwi^Capmimufiptra^t 
Undeeimofefe-perimuKt par ^idmintfniirti^ t I '' 
Argivum Jlenfem narrmt dtmtnmt^ \ff igmm i ' • ' 
Of ArchiooHe's bnrying and the ^lieif : . 
And how Amphiarans fill through thiipasiUnAti \'. :' 
How TjdetM was flain, Lorde of A«g«itit» 
AndhcwHipome'doo'ina-litil'ftoiioda '^ - 
Was dreint, anddcdde Ptrthenope of wound* 
And alfo how Ca^pan^ua the pronde - - 
With thonder dint was flam, that cryid loode. tscS 

She gan eke tell him how that cithir brctdier, 
Zteocles and Polynice alfe^ 
At a fcarmiflie echeof *hem flongh tbeothtr» 
And of Argivia weping and ther moyi < . '. ' 
And how the toun wah brent flidHoidelcilhD; 
And tho difcendtd doune irom jieftit old < 
To Diomede, and thus flie fpake add told : 1 5 1 s 

Qjij : 
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This like IxMre betokenith Diotncde, 
Tydens fonne, kkat dptine itifcmdid it 
Fro Mde'igor, tKtt muld the Ixye to blede. 
And thy Udk, wkitee lb (he be iwis. 
This DiemeddJker-hefte famth and flie hit: 
Vepe if thouirole or love, f^ eat of doot 
This DiomedB-ia « mkI then mrt oot. 

Thoa faieft 9ttfot£e, (quod he) thou (brcere 
With all tbyJUCft gh'oft of prophecie ; 
ThoQ warift heft 'a j^nte devinerefiie. 
Now fceft thoo nat^ut fole of fantaiie 
Paanin her vpqn ladiet for to lie > 
Awaie, (qaod be) there Jovit yeve the forowe ! 
Thoa Ihah be &tt para'^entnre er to morow. 

As well thon migbtift lien ob gode Akefte, 
That was of all cretarit(hiit men lie) 
That evir werin ktndift and the befte, 
For whan her hufbonde wat in feopardie 
To die hsmfclf^ but if (he wouldd die, 
She chefe for him to die and gon to hell, 
And ilarfe anon, as us the bokis tell. 

CafTandre goeth ; and he with cruiil herte 
Foryate his wo £nr angre of her fpeche. 
And fro his bedde all (bdainly he fterte. 
As though all whole him had imade a Icche, 
And daie by daie he gan enquire and feche 
A fothe of this with all his befy cure ; 
And thus he driyith fotthe his avinture. 
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Fortune, whiche that the permutacion 
Of all thinges hath, as it is her committed 
Through purveiauncc and difpoiicion 
Of high JoTC, as reignis fliall ben jflitted 
Fro folk to folk, or whan thei fhal ben fmitted. 
Can pull awaie the fethirs bright of Troic 
Fro daie to date, till thei ben bare of joie. 1547 

Emong all this the fine of the' jeopardie 
Of Hedor gan approchin wondir blive. 
The Fatis would his foule fhould onbodie. 
And ihapin had a mcne it out to drive, 
Ayend whiche fate him helpith not to ftrifc. 
But on a daie to fightin gan he weode. 
At whiche, alas ! he caught his liT*is ende : 1554 

For whiche me thinkith every manhr wight 
That hauntlth armis oughtin to bewaile 
The deth of him that was fo noble' a knight. 
For as he drnugh a king by th*aventaile, 
Unware of this Achilles through the maile 
And through the bodie gan him for to rive. 
And thu.) the worthy knight was reft of live; 1561 

For whom, as olde bokis tellin us, 
Vas made foch wo that tong it maie nat tel, 
.nd namily the forowc' of Troilus, 

hat next him was of worthineffe the well, 

nd in this wo gan Troilus to dwell, 

lat what for forowe, love, and for anrefk, 
i<ofc a daie he bad his hertd breft, 1568 



Yet aifi on her hii htrtS ganrepiirt:, 

Ant!, aiifccfe loiirsdoen, hi fought ajenemt 

Toget»yen CreftidS bright of hewe. 

And in hiihertehewcrt hereicuCng, 

'J'Jiat t-'alchainiifidBllhertaiyiop. i; 

And nftln tiine he waa in parpofc grcts 
Him (cWm like a pilgrim to difgife 
To fiinc hcTi hot he iniiie not countcrfete 
To IwnnnknowEo of folkethst wetin wife, 
Ne lit^4ecxuC! aright thai maie fuSicc, 
If he nniong the GTekiaknowin were, 
For whichc he -wept fuil oft many a tere. i; 

'I'd herhe vnote yet ofttn lime all ocive 
F:.lt pitOBilr, he left it nac for flonthc, 
ri'fcchiqglier, Gthiiis thathc wis true, 
'Ihat Ihe would come ajcn and hold hertroulhl 
For whiche Creftide upon a diie for rouih, 
I take it fot touching all thiBmattere 
Wrote him ayea, and faied at ye maie here : Ij 

Cupid'isfonDe,enfampte'of godelibede, 

fwcrde of knighthode, fours of gentiloeffe! 
How might a wight in turment and in drede. 
And hel«{effe, you fendin as yet gladoe&e i 

1 hcrtilcirc, I Gcke, I in diftreUe, 

Sens ye with mc nor 1 with you male dele, 
Yonneiihirfendel nlaie ne hcite ac hctc. 7 
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Your lettirs full the papir all iplaioted 
Commevid bavin myne hert'is pitc ; 
I have eke fene with teris all depainted 
Your lettir, and how ye requirin me 
To come ayen, whiche yet oe maie not be. 
But why, left that this lettir foundin were, 
Vo meiicioun ne make I now for fere. 1603 

Grievous to me (God wote) is your unrefl, 
Your haft, and that the goddis ordinaimce 
It femith nat ye take it for the beft. 
Nor othir thing nMs in your remembraonce. 
As thiiikith me, but onely your pleiaunce; 
£ut beth nat wroth, and that I you bcieche. 
For that I tarie' is all for wickid.fpeche : x6lO 

For I have herd well more than I wend 
Touching 11s two how thingi&have iftond, 
Whiche I (hall with dtifimuling amende; 
And beth nqt wroth, I have eke undirftond 
How ye ne doe but holdin me in honde; 
But now no force; I can nat in you gcfle 
But alle trouthe and aUegentilneffe. 1617 

Comin I woll, but yet in foche disjointe 
I ftond as now, that what yere or what daic 
That this (hall be that can I nat apointe ; 
But in effcifl I praie you as I maie 
Of your gode worde and of your frendftiip aic, 
For truily while that my life maie dure 
A 8 for a fr eude ye maie in me affare. 1634 



Yet praie 1 you on e»ill ye ne take 
That It is fliort ivhiche that 1 to you wrilej 
I due nst there [ un mil leCiirs make, 
Ne neaii yet ne lould [ well eudltct 
Eke gretceffeS men wriiin m plsce life; 
Th' cnitnt i» »11, and n»t the lettiri fpate : 
Addfarilh vrell; Godhaic you in hii grace I 163! 
Lfisfrc, C, 

This Troilos thoBjlit ihi! lettirsl (Iniuago 
Whan he It faive, andforoufully ht fight; 
Him ihought it tikcnkalenileicif efchaungc; 
But. finally, he ful re irowio might 
Thai Qient nauld him hoMin that (he hight, 
fiM with ful cvill nil lilte him to leve 
That lovithwel, in [uch care, though him grcve. 1 638 

Gut Dilheleffe men piin that at the UH 
For any thing men Ihal the fothf fe. 
And fuche a cife betide, and that as fkfl, ' 

That Ttoilus wel underfiode that fhe H 

N'as na; fn kindi as that her ought to be ; 
Aijd, finally, he wow now out of dout 
ThataliilaSiiiathebalh ben about. tSqj 

Stode on > date in hia mclancoUe 
'I'tii< Trailui, and in fufpeiilioun 
Of her for whom he wenid for to die. 
And fo befil that ihtODghout Troi* loun. 
As war. fhe gife, ibome was up and douD 
fi. tnanir cDic armoute.aslaitfae the Aotie, 
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The v^hich^ cote, as teliith LoUius^ 
Deiphobe it had yrcnte fro Diomede 
The fame dale ; and when this I'roilut 
1 1 fawe he gan to takin of it hede, 
Aviiingr of the length and of the brede. 
And al the werke, but as he gan beholde 
If q1 fodainly his herte began to colde, • X 6 j 9 

As he that on the coier fonde within 
A broche that he Crefeidd yave at morow 
That Ihe from Troie tciune mufl nedia twin 
In remembraunce of him and of his foroWi 
And ihe him laide ayen her faith to borow 
To kepe it aie ; hot now f ui wd he wilt , 
His lady n*a8 no longir on Co triil. ^ 1666- 

He goeth him home, and gan fulfoaeioide 
For Pandarus^ and al this newd chaunoe 
And of this broch he tolde him orde and ende, 
Complaining of hen hert'is variaunce, 
His long^ love, his trouth, and his peoaunce ; 
And aftir Beth, withoutin wordis more, 
Eul fail he cried, his reil him to reilore. 1 6 7 3 

Than fpake he thus ; O lady, mine, Crefeide ! 
Where i<) your faith, and where is your beheft I 
Where is your love I where is your trout&f he fude; 
Of Diomede have ye now al this feil I • 
Alas ! I would have trowid at the left 
That fens ye n*olde iu trouth^.to tat iloBde 
That ye thus n*olde hare h^ldin mc iu hopde. 16 ?o 
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AVho Ihal now trowcn on any othis mo ? 
Alas ! I never would luive wende cr thb 
That ye, Crefeidd« conlde havt dumgid fi>^ 
Ne but i had agUte and done amis; 
So cruel wende I sat your herte iwia 
To flee me thus ; alas ! yoar name of trontfae 
Is now focdone, and that is al my rontbe..- . 1^/ 

Was there none othir broche yon lift to kste 
To fefi^ with yoor newd love, (quod he) 
But thilkd broche that 1 with teris wete 
You yave as for a remembrsHince of me \ 
None other canfe, alas ! ne haddinye 
But for difpite, and eke for that ye mente 
All uttirly to (hewin your entente: 1^4 

Through which I fe that dene ont of year minde 
Ye have me caft, and I ne can nor mate 
For al this world within mine herte finde 
To* unlovin you a quartir of a daie ; 
In curfid time I borne was, welawaie ! 
That you that done me all this wo endure 
Yet love I the beft of any cretnre. 17CI 

Now God (quod he) me fendin yet the grace 
That I maie metin with this Dlomede, 
And truily if I have might and fpace 
Yet fhal 1 make I hope his fidis blede : 
Now God (quod he) that aughtlfl takin hede 
To forthrin trouthe, and wrongis to pimice, 
"Why n'ilt thou don a vengcaunce of this vice \ 1 70S 
3 
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O Pandarus ! that ia drexnes for to trifte 
Me blamrd haft, and wonte art ofic upbrcide. 
Now maid thou fene thy iieife, if that the lift. 
How trewe is oow. thy necc bright Crefclde : 
In fondry formia) (God tt wote) he (eide, 
I'he goddis &ewin bothd joie and tene 
In ilcpe, and by my .dreme it is now iene. 1715 

And certaiaiy, withoutin mord fpeche, 
Fron^bennis forthe, as fierfknthe u I maie. 
Mine owne deth ioarmis wol I fechcy 
I nc retche nat how fone be xhfi dale ; 
But trewily, Cre£eide, fwetd Maie! 
Whom I have ay with al my might iltnred. 
That ye thus done I have it nat deferred. tyt% 

This Pandaros, that al theie thingis herde, 
And wifte wel thatixe faid a fokhe of thi«,* 
He nat a worde ayen to him asifwerde, 
For fory of his frend'is forow* he is. 
And (haraid for his nece hath done ami% 
And ftantc aftonied of thefe caafis twaie 
As ftil as ftnne ; o worde nc coulde he faie. 17^9 

But at the iaft thus he yfpake and feidc : 
My brothir dcre ! I may do the no more; 
What fliould I faine f I hate iwis Crefetde, 
And God it wote I wol hate her er-more | 
And that thou me bcfoughtift don of yore, 
Having unto mine honour ne my refte 
Right no rcgank, I did al that the Icfte. 17^6 
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And if I had itakln for to writd 
The artnis of this like worthy man. 
Than would I of his battailis endite; 
But for that I to wrttin firil began 
Of his love^ I have faidin ai I can 
His worthy dedit, who fo iifte 'hem here, 
RedeDares, hetaiitel*hemalifere» 1 

Befeching every kdy bright of hcwe^ . 
And every gentil womao, what (he be, 
Al be it that Cfefeidd was-untrewe. 
That for that gilt ye be nat wroth with me. 
Ye maie her gtlte is othir bokii le; ' 
And gladdir I woald writin if you lefte 
Of Penepole*s trouth and gode Alcefte. i 

Ne faie I nat this aL only for men, 
But moft for women that betrayid be 
Through £xla folks, Ood yeve 'hem (brow, AmfM 
That with ther gretd witte andfubtilte 
Betraylo you, and thia commevith me 
To fpeke ; and in tSe€te yoo al I prais 
Beth ware of men, And herkenith what I iaie : r ; 

Go, litilboke^ go litill tragedie. 
There God my makir yet er that I die 
So fende me might to make fome comedie; 
But, litill boke, make thoo the none eavie. 
But fubjed ben onto al poefie. 
And kiiTe the ileppes wher as thott feift pace 
Qf Virgil, Oride, Homer, Lucan, Stace. i 

Rii 
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mitfiillf gandifpife 
i world. Kid helde al niiitc ' 
'ihepbine&tidtB 
irin above, and at the liA 
I Haine bu lobitig doim he a&. 
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And in him felfe he lough right at the wo 
Of them that weptin for his dethe fo fail. 
And dampnid all our werkex, that foloweth fo 
The blinde lu£k whiche that ne may nat laft. 
And ihaldin ai oiir herte on hevtn call ; 
And forthe he went, ihortilj for to teil» ' 
There as Mercury fortid him to dweL 1837 

Suche fine hath» lo! this Trotlntiar love, 
Suche fine hath all bis gretd worthineffis, r : 
Suche fine hach his eftate royal above, ' 
Suche fine his luft, fuch fine hath hit.BiehIitfie, ■ 
Suche fine hath this ftlfe world'is brotibuifiel 
And thus began his loving of Crtfeide 
^& I have tolde, and in this wife he deidc. I S 34 

O yonge and frelh^ folkis» he or fhe ! 
In whiche that love up growith with your age, 
Repairich home from worldely TaBite* 
And of your hertes up caftith the Tifiigf 
To thilkd God that afcir his image 
You made, and thinkith al n*is but a fiire, 
l^his world that palfith fone, as flouria £ure 1 184X1 

And lovlth him the whiche that right for love 
Upon acrofie, our foulis for to bey, 
Fird ftarfe and rofc, and fit in heten above. 
For he n'il falfin no wight, dare I fey. 
That wol hi^ hert al wholly on him ley; 
And fens he heft to love is and mod meke 
What nedith fainid lovis for to feke ? 1 848 



I 



!.(>: here of Paininuciirlidoldeiitci! 
1.0 ' litre whii il ihcigoddi' maiearaie! 
I.o ! here ihuwietchiil vorld'ii appnitct! 
Ld' heit the bnt ani gneiioa fM'tniailc 
Of Jot e, Apollo, Man, uid facb fslkaile '. 
I.o! faere the forme of oliU clrrkis fpecbe 
In jKielric, il ye thtr bokiiftdttl iKjJ 

O, maialOoweri tbJtBok* I direfie 
Tn the and to thephilolitphleall Strode, 
Tn vouthfafc ihire ixde i< for to ctnreAe 
01 your benigirilkt and Ecliagnde; 
And to the fathfaB Clitill, that llaife an md;. 
Withal mine hert of mer^ycrtpraie, 
And to the Locdc light thn^irpckeindraie: l86s 

Thou One, ar.dTwo, aJidTIire! eteme on live, 
ThairaigniftaidinThre.andTwo, anil One! 
trncircuinfcript, ind all msifi rireninfcri«. 
From TiGble and bivilible [on« 
Defeiide u$ in ihj DWrcyeTcrlehmw! 
So make u«, Jefat, to thy mercy dijfne) 
For love of maide and mothir thine bcDigne! 1S69 

■rtu, indill !h fifth M,amH<ifi ./ Troifai. 
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But nstheles certain ' 
I can right now no thrifty Tale fain. 
Bat CHAUCER, (though he can bat iewecHr 
On metres and oa riming craftily) 
Hath fayd hem in fwicbe Englifli as hec»A 
Of olde time, as kaoweth ouny a man ; 
And if he have not fayd hemrleve brother. 
In o book, he hath fayd hem in another—«- 
AVho fo that woi his large Volume feke. TALES, vcr. 4465. 

Dan CHAUCER, well of Engiilh undefil'd. 
On Fame's eternal bead>roll worthy to be fii'd— ~ 
Old Dan Ge/rrey,in whofe gentle fpright 
The pure welUhead of poetry did dwell— «- 
He whilft he lived was the fuvcraigne head 
Oflhepherdsall 8DENSER. 

Old CHAUCER, like the morning liar. 
To us difcovers day from far ; 
His tight thofe mills and clouds dilTolvM 
Which our dark nation longinvolv'd \ 
But he defcending to the (hades 
Darknefs again the age invades. SENIIAM* 

CHAUCER, him who firll with harmony ioform'U 
The language of our fatbers-'-His legends blithe 
He fang of love or knighthood, or the wiles 
Of homely life, thro* each eflate and age 
The faihions and the follies of the work! 
With cunning banU portraying—— 

Him wbn in times . 

Cark and untaught began with charming verfe 

To Ume the rudenefs of his native land. AKBNSTDE. 
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MISCELLANIES. 



lUre foUy}€tb the pUaful and dolorous 

TESTAM. OF FAIRE CRESEIDE. 

jA DO LT fefon till a careful! dite 

Should corefpondfi and be equivalent ; 

Right (b it was whan I began to write 

This tragedy, the wedir right fervent. 

Whan Arie< in middis of the X->ent 

Showris of haile gan fro the north diCccndCt 

That fcantly fro the' coJf41 might me 4efende. 7 

Yet fierthelc0ii w^hi^ vine orature , 
I (lode, whan Titan had his beoiis bright 
Withdrawin doun, »nd icylid undir cqtq. 
And faire Venus the be^iite Qf the pigbt, 
TJpraife, and iette ujotp. (he weiie £u) f i^bt 
Her goidin faoe^ in opgofitioutt 
Of god Pbcebus, dire<^e difcendiog douB* 14 

Tejiament <(f Crefiidel Tbe author of The Teftamcnt of Cre- 
feide, which might pab for tlie fixth book of tills ilory, I have 
been informed by Sir James Eriflcin late Earl of KeHy, and di- 
verfe aged fcholan of the Scottttb nation^ was one Mr. Robert 
Henderfon» cLief (dioolmatter of Dumferlin, a little time be- 
fore Chaucer was firftprintcd^and dedicated to KingHenry VIF. 
by Mr .Thymic, which was near the end of his reign. Mr. Hen- 
derfon wittiiy obferving that ChaiKer in his ftfth'book bad re* 
latcd the death ofTroilus, bvitmadc no mention what became 
of Crcfcide, he learnedly takes upon him. In afinc poetical way, 
toe)cpreis the puniihment and end due to a filfte unoniitant 
whorc,which commonly tcrmiaites in extreaqi zoifcry. Urr}\ 

Aiii 



6 TESTAMENT OP CRESEI0E* 

Throughout the gUffe her bemls braft fo faire 
ThatT might fc on evety fi^ me by, 
The norUitin ^Inde Ittth polled ^tiAre^ 

The fro^e frefid, the blafiis bittirly 

Fro pole Artike came whxflcln^ fotid sndftiUy - - 

Andcaiyfidmeivmofttcyeiiiftmywflh - ill 

For I truftid th«i Vcfioi, t^fh qoen^, - • ^ 

To whom Ibmtime I hight 'obedience-, . . • ^ *^ 
Myfadidhertofloveflte^^Ardtddtaa&e'gfeixey - ' '■' 
And thernpon'trith humble k'ete^ce 
Ithoaj^t'tbpndeberfareiriij^iiuficeflce, * 

But for grete'cbidealtthttit'letdd'was,- « ' '" 
AndinmytiiatnbretdthefttrguifiA; ftS 

Though'toVebehote.yethiamaii'orBge ' 

It kmdlith nat' (b fobe as itf y^otitiied, ' 
Of whom th(B bbde is flowing in a rage, 
And in the olde the cbragedtii and dtd. 
Of whiche the'flre outwarde is beft remed : 
To help! by phifike wher that nature failed 
I am expcrte, for bothe 1 have ailaited. 25 

I made the fire and bekid me aboute, 
Than tok6 1 drxnke my fpirites to comforte, 
And annid me wel fro the colde theroute : 
To ctttte the wintir night and make it ihorte 
I toke a quere, and lefte al othir fporte, 
Writin by worthy Chaucer gloridua 
Of faire Crefcide and luftyTroihis: 4» 
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TESTAMENT Ot CRESFIDCV ^ 

And there I founde aftir that Diomedc 
Reccvid had that lady bright of hewc 
How Froilus ncre out of his witte abrcde, 
And wept ftiUfore, with vifage pale of hewc, 
For which wanhope his tcris gan renetre 
While Efperus rcjoyfid him ag;ainc; 
Thus while in joie he lived and while in paine. 49 

Of her beheft he had grete comforting^ 
Trufting to Troie that (he wold make rctour, ' • 
Whiche he defined moft of alcfthly thing,' - 
For why ? (he was his onely paramour ; - 
But whan he fawe paffid both day and hoar ' 
Of her gaincome, in forowe gan opprefle 
His wofu! herte in care and hevinefle. 56 

Of his diftrclTe me nedith nat reherfe, 
For worthy Chaucer in that fam^ "boke 
In godely termis and in joly vcifc 
Compilid hath his caris, who will loke : ' - ' 
To breke my flepe anothir quere 1 toke. 
In which T fotmde the fatal deftiny 
Of faire Crefcide, which endid wretchidly. 63 

Who wotc if all that Chaucer wrate was trcwe ? 
Nor I wotc nat if this narracion 
Be authorifed, orforgid of thenewc 
Of fome poete by his invencion, 
Made to reporte the lamentacion 
And wofull etide of this lufty Crcfeide, 
And what diftreffc (he was in or flic dcidc. 70 



f rf,t:t^}ff^r Of H(iui»|t, 

Whan Diwnfde W ♦! hifl^RPfiritl* ; :;i.,.-'j L,;.- 
And more fulfiUiii qf lhi> fain: Udy 
Upon anotlur fclle WM hit deiite. 
And fen4f » hw-* !iW rcfiidy. 
And her Kjlmiidtrp hii company; 
Than dcfoiuc flie wilkid up and doun, 
^[onie meafaine inthc count at Lonimune, 

O [aire CicTiitlcUhc Sonre and^ pcrTe 
Of Troicasd Once, haw wtcechon Inrtuiutc 
To chaungc in £liiie .al thy tcmiuite. 
And be wilh fiefljy luft fo niacuUts, 
And go among the Orekcserly dijilJate 
So glgloiliku, Ukbg thy fuulc rlijfauncc ! 
J Jidve pile the pioulii fail fuchc aijfchauii™. 

Yet necth^^sflil^.Wto " "=" ^SBie or faj- 
]d Tcomfull Isfg^E.of thy bnitilndk, 
1 AU1 excufe a^ fi;rfordi u [ maj- 
Thy woman he J, ihy wiftdoioi;, and fairncffe. 
The whidi F#[»f4C^)«Ji mtf'-^.^i'^f^ 
As her jileGd, zai^u/f^ngfUom^ iRtilW . 
Of the threpgh jf jirfji)! .langage tfl he ^il;p. 

Tiff^l^Miiltatlfft wile deilitiuc 
Ofal comrocte and CQpfulsfiDUQ, 
Rightprively, wjt^tii^^'wihipDi'r'^iite, .. 
Din>«cUd,pal£daut ofU^ tnlm 
A mile or two untoi.nantuiuD 
Bildid ful gaiej.whcr (Wf fwhii Cdldiai 



TXSTAMEKT or CRESeiDf. 9 

Whan her he faw the caufe he gan enquire 
Of her comming : fhe faid, fighing ful fore. 
For Diomede had gottin his deiire 
He woxe wery, and would of me no more. 
Quod Calchas, Doughtir, wcpe thon net thcrforc, 
Paravinture ai comith for the bed: 
Welcome ; to me thou art ful dcre a geft . 1 05 

I'his olde Calchas, aftir the lawe wastho, 
Was kepir of the temple as a prefte 
In whiche Venus and her fonne Cupido 
Were honourid, and his chambre wasiiieft, 
To which Crefcide with bale en^ed in btd!t 
Ufid to paiTe, her prayirs for to faic, 
While at the laft upon a folempne' daie, XI) 

As'cuflome Was, the peple ferre and nfiere 
Before the none unto the temple #edt • 
With ucrifice devout in thcr mandre ; '" 
But ftil Crefeide-, hcvy in her entient, • 
Into the church would nat her felf prefent, ' 
For giving of thtf peple* any deming 
Of her cxpulfe fro Diomede the King^ * • 1 19 

Bat pallid into' a fecrete oratorc. 
Where ftie might wepc her wofuli deftiny ; 
Behinde her hacke (he dofid faft-tht dore^ "■ 
A nd on her kneis bare fel doun iijfcic ; - ' 
Upoh Venus and Cupide angirly * • ■ 
She c ryid out» and fayid in this wifc^, 
Alas that er I made you facrifife ! xa6 
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'f cstaMeNt or cnzsziot. IS 

His face frounfid, his lere was like the lede. 
His tethc chattrid, and fhivercd with the chin, 
His eyin drouped, whole fonkin in his hede, 
Out at his nofc the mildrop faft gan rin. 
With lippis blew, and chekis kne and thin, , 
The ifeickHs that fro his heer doune honge 
Was wondir grete, and ts a fyttt as lomge ; l6x 

Attonr his belte his Hart lockrs hie 
Feltrid unfaire, or fret with fr<xftis faore. 
His garment and his gite fill gay of graie. 
His widrid wede fro him the wrnde out wore, 
A boufloas howe Within his honde he bore, 
Undir his girdle* a faihe of feloiie llains 
Fedrid with ife and hedid with holftistinv, 1 69 

Than Jupiter right faire and amiable, 
God of the ilerris iti the firmament, 
And norice to al thing generable, 
Fro his fathir SatuTUe farre differeht, 
With burly face, ahd browis bright aad brent, 
Upon liis hed a garloode wondirs gaie 
Of floiiriB faire; at kliad ^n in Male ; X 75 

His voice was clere, as criftal wavhis eien, 
A 9 goldm wier ft> glittring was his here, 
His garment and his gite fal gate of grene, 
With gokiin liftis gUt6 on every gere, 
A burly brandy about his middle* he here. 
And in* his right hand he had a groundin i)9ere, 
0£4iis fa^ the wrothe fro ul tti bcre. i S» 
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TESTAMSNT OF CRESSIDK. 

The firft was forde, with mane as red as i 
Callld Eoye in the orient, 
The feconde (lede to name bight Ethiole, 
Whitely and pale, and fomdele afcendenty 
The third Pyrois, right bote and fervent, 
The fourth was blak, aAd cailid Phlegofte, 
Which roUith Phoebus doun into the fe. 

Venus was there prefcnt, that goddesgay. 
Her fonn'is quarrel to defende, and make 
Her owne complaint, cladde in a nice any. 
The one halfe grcne, th' othir Ralfe fable blake. 
White heer as gold, kembit and (bcde abake. 
But in her fice femid grete variaunce. 
Whiles parfite truth and whilis inconftaonce. 21 

Undir fmilin); ibe was diflimulate, 
Provocative with biinkis amorous, 
And fodainly chaun^d and altcrate. 
Angry as any ferpent venomous, 
Right pungitive with wordis odious ; 
Thus variaunt ibe was, who lift take kepe, 
Vith one eye laugh and with the othir wepe, 93 

In tokening that al flefhely paramour, 

'hich Venus hath in rule and govimaunce, 

Tomtime i'wete, fomtime bittirand four, 

;ht unftdble, and ful of variaunce, 
igid with careful joye and falfe plefaunce, 
/ hotte, now coldc, now blith, now ful of wo, 
grenc as lefe,now widrid and ago. 215 

lume X, '^ 



X4 %-ESTAM£NT OF CRISEIDE. ;, 

With boke in hand than come Mercurious, 
Right eloquent and ful of rcthorie, > 

With polite.fi^fi^ a^ dpUcioui, 
Wich penne andJnkc to reparte al i«die« 

Setting fong^ao^.filiging.me'iijy. 

His hode wat red heclid attoar. bia crpao* . 

Like til a poete of the idde fidioaiu . M5 

Boxis be har? with fine eleduares 
And fugrid firo{|es for digeftiofl, ... i 

Spiels beloi^ijg to the potiqoaresy 
With many wkoUbme fwete oonfe Aion, 
t>oaor in plufike d^dde in fcarlet goun. 
And f urrid wel, as fuchc one onght to be, ^ ' 
Honeil and gode, and nat a wordc couth Ue. aj % 

Next after him come Lady Cynthia 
The lafte of al, and fwiftifl in her fphere. 
Of colour blake, bufkid with hornis twa. 
And in the night (he liilith heft t* apere, 
Hawe an the leed, of colour nothing dere. 
For al the light (he boroweth at her brother 
Titan, for of her felfc (he hath non other. fti 9 

Her gite was gray and ful of fpottis blake. 
And on her breft a chorle paintid ful even, 
Bering a bu(he of thomis on his bake, 
^V■hiche for his theft might clitne no ner the hevcn. 
1'hus when thci gadrid were thegoddis feven 
I^'lercurius thci chofied with one aflent 
To be fore-fpekirtntheparliaient. , a6( 



TISTAMENT OF CRBSBIDE. I5 

Who had ben there and liking for to here 
His faconde tonge and termis ezquifite, 
Of rcthorike the pra6like he might lere, 
In brefe fermon a preignant feut^o^e write. 
Before Cupide, valing his cappa a lite, 
Speris the caufe of that vocacioun, - 
And he anon ihevrde his ehtenciounJ 173 

I.o, quod Cupide, who wol hlafpheme the name 
Of his owne god cither in wordc or dede 
To al goddis'he doeth bothe lofle and flxame. 
And (hould have bittir painis to his mede; 
I faie this by yondir wretchc Crelcidc, ' 
The whiche through me was fonttime flour of love; 
Me' and my mothir (he (lately can reprove, 280 

Saying of her grct infelicite 
I was the caufe, and my mothir Vcbui 
She called a blinde goddes and might natTe, 
With fclaundir and defame injurious; 
Thus her living undene and lechiroos 
She would retbrte on me and my mother. 
To whom I (hev^^de my grace above al other. 287 

And flthe ye are al fevin deficate 
Participant of divine fapicnce, 
This gret injury done to* our hie eflate 
Me thinke with paine we ihuld make recompence ; 
Was ner fo goddis done fuche violence; 
As wel for you a$ for my felfe ! faie, 
I'hcrfore go help to revenge I you priiie. 294 



Mrrcurbi to Citpide gtte »nf»(re, 
And faid, Sir King, mj counbiU is ihst je 
V.e!enc you to tke hyill (ikiDct hers, 
And take to bim. the low ill of d^fre. 
The piirc of Ctdfideiot lo modifir. 
Ab God Salurne with him taka Ojatlua. 
IaiiicontFnc(quadhc)to|:»kEtbeicw«, ; 

Thin ihui protcdid Satwint »nd tlit Mone, 
Whan thci the malii ripely had diged, 
For the difpile to Cnpide that ftic' had done. 
And to Veniisopio snd manifeft. 
In ai her life with pain tn be oprefr. 
And tarmeot fore, with fikeotfie incurable. 
And ID al lovin he ahhominahle. ; 

This doleful fentcnce Sjturnr tokc in hande, 
And pallid douii w>iere tirefull Crdtiik iue. 
And on her hed he laide a isoAy waode, 
Than laofally on this wife gan hefaics 
Thy grete fainvlTi: ^nd al Ehjr h«4uiy giit, 
Thy wanlo;iH(>4f, HHl.efcc thy.goWiB here,,. 
Here I e^Elpde fro the far eiirinrrt ; 

I chiunge thy iiiirth« iBIO noJuioly.. 
Whiche i> the inothir of al peii|ii«tW!Ss, - :j , . 
ThynioiftiraHdthy.b«tctoCfldew>t)'^'7i: i. 
Thine iolpleiKe, thf pUio mi wMtofiniJfr. . 
Togretedirefc,(hjp»l!ip*aiM|.thyJii:h^ ..„ 
Into mnrtil nede ap^ gnte psnuik; , , , l. ! I . 
Thou fufre fhaJt, apd n a bcglir 4ia. . ^ •■ . 



rtlTABlSNT Of CftllKIDt. 

O crail Satorne! froward and angrie, 
Harde is thy dome and to malicious, . 
Of faire Crefeide why haft thou no mercie, 
Whiche was fo fwete, gentill, and amorous? 
Withdrawe thy fentence and be gracious. 
As you were ner> fo fliewith through thy dede 
JL wr<;keful fentence giyin on Crefeide. 3 3|; 

Than Cynthia, whan Satume paft awaie,' 
Out of her fete difcendid doun^ blive. 
And red a bill on Crefeide where flie laic. 
Containing this fentence diffinitive, 
Fro heic of body here I the deprive. 
And to tby fikenefle flial be no recure, 
fiat in dolour thy dayis to endure ; "^ 336 

Thy criftal eyen mengid with bk>de I make, 
Thy voice fo clere unplefaunt here and hace. 
Thy luftie Icre orfpred with fpottis blake. 
And lumpi& hawe appering in thy face. 
Where thou comift cche man fliall flie the place; 
Thus (halt thou go begging fro hoas to hous 
With cuppe and clappir, like a lazarooi. 543 

This dulie drcme, this ugly vifioon, 
Brought till an ende, Crefeide fro it awoke. 
And all that course and convocacioua 
Viiniihed awaie ; than roie (he up and toke 
A polifhcd glaife, and her (hadowe couth loke, 
And whan ihe iawc* her vifage fo deformate 
If ihe is hcrtc Vfcr: wo I n'ote, God wate. 330 

Biii 
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Thui was I 



TISTAMIHT ov ciie»t»»e. . 1^ 

Whan thei togldir mournld had full lang, 
Quod Crdeide, Fathir, I would nat be kende, 
Therfore in fecrete wife ye let me gaage 
To yon hofpittU at t))e toon'is code. 
And thidir foine mete for charite vofi £;ode 
To live upon, for all mirth in thi». yerfh 
Isfromegooe, focheismy wickid wcrthp; .. $$$ 

Whan in a mantUl and a beyir hat, . ; , .. 
With cuppe and dappir, wondir privily 
He* opened a fecrete gate, and out tlMr^t 
Conveyid her that no njan ihould e^ie» - 
There to a village balfe a mile thercl^ic- 
Delivered her in. at th^-fpittill honf, . 
And daily fente her part of hi« ^lir^pua. ., . 3f% 

Sum knew her well, and Turn had<io knowlfge 
Of her, bicaufe /he wsm fo defonnate. 
With bilis blake orfprcd in her vifage* 
And her iaa^ colour fadid and alt*fura^; 
Yet thei prefumid for her hie rcgrate 
And ftill mourning Hm fvas of nol^e lun, . 
With bittir will there thei tokili ber in. 399 

The daie pafiid, and Phoebus went.to rtfty 
The cloudis blake orwhelid all the ikie, 
God wote if Crefeide wo'e a forQwfiiU geft» 
Seing that uncouth fare and berboric; 
But mete or drinke ihe drelHd ber to lie. 
In a darke cornir of the hous alone. 
And on this wife weping fhe ma4c ber mofle. 406 



Ibpp* fjfannti (MiBiiilS UfL- 

itild Crcfcidt now lod c»ir!nire! 
" ihy joie and »1 ihT mirthe in y:rth; 
I Of ail MihodTr; dow ari'fhmi blake roA b"* : 
■ There B a* lave rh.[ fielpia mM« Ay *« » 
J fcU !i th, fortune, wicliid n thy wera *i 
BThy hlifli is hMilhcd, aoil tfrf brfe noMrfR 
• yodir the pMtr cod if I gf^«>n '"^ 
l^hci- men ofGntxae yet of Troic ™i^ *«• 
Whtre i. rfij ctambir wantbnly beftJ**- 
'•''th burly bed unl bbnkiti hrtUdiJ b«i% ' 
'pi<:i9 and wine tn tby uJitioun, • 

phe CDppi, aU ,f giold and fil^ir flielW, -■■■-■■■ 
"■"' :e men. fcrridinpl"" ''"*''- " 
eneEuiceof*fDdefal] 

r^r plefiunt Uunepinnid « „ 
" ^r fre'e «iail '">« ^ 

_ » fly ^ntein with tHj <1 

Rh! I.eft*9cufi,, which th^ qutt-.. 
■*I piin t,d ptfiBntly in rvetv paiwr, 
•'(i«e lieu .„^ „^, fuu „eriW ia M»>« 
f ■•J*^ uij ,,te ,jje dewe by it *•• ^"^ 



1 manyyorfelyll*** 



TKSTAMINT Off Clt8EI0S« 

This lepir loge take for thy godely houre. 
And for thy hed take now a bounche of (Iro, 
For wailid wine and .metis chou had tho 
Take moulid bred, pirate and iidir foure. 
But cuppe and clappir is all now ago. 

My cicre voice and my courtly ou'oUiD^ 
Ifi ranke as roke, full hidous here and hace, 
Deformid in the 6gure of my face» 
To loke on it no pcple hath liking. 
So fped in iight, I faie virith fore fighing 
Lying cniongthc lepir folke, Alas! 

O ladies faire of Troie and Grecc! atteode 
My freile fortune, mine infelicite« 
My ?rete mifchcfe which no man can ameod» 
And in your minde a mirronr make of jhc,. 
As I am now paravinture that ye, : 
For al your might, may come to the fatne code 
Or ellis worfie, if any worfe maie he ; . . 
Beware th^efore, approchith nereyour c.n4g. 

Nought is your fairnelTe but a fading fif iv:e. 
Nought is your famous laude and hie honpur 
But wiode inflate in othir mennis eres, 
Your rodng redde to roting (hall retourCg .. . 
Ezemple niake of me in your memourct 
Which of foche thiogis wofuli witneabcK!, 
Al welth in yerth as wind awaie it werpi i 
Beware therfqre, approchith nere your hojor. 



i 




Xiao upon him fbe ked Dp botht her tJCD, 
And irirh a bliake ic come intill hii thought 
Thache [omtime berfuc hefure badfeia, 
Bui (be watin foche plight he kneir her nought, 
Vec thin her lake into hie minde he bcoi^ht, - 
The fwele viEige and imoraut blenkiag 
Of faire Ctefcide, fomtirae hit own derling. ^j) 

Nawandir was fuppoTe in mind that he 
Toke her ii^rure Tu fonc ; and lo 1 now why 
The' idea of a thing in cafe maie be 
So depe enpHntid in the fanlafie 
That it deludith the wittei outwardlj. 
And Co appereth in fanne anil like ell ate 
Widiin the minde at it wat Egurate. iO 

A fparke of love than til hit hat coDCh fpring. 
And kindiUd his body in a fire 
With bote kiit, in fwecte, and trembiling 
Him toke, while he wai redie to eiTpire ; - 
To here bi> Ihilde his hreil begon to tire. 
Within a while he thaungidniany'abewe. 
And nerthelei nat one anothii knewe. jc 

For knightly pile and memoriell 
0[ faire Crefeide a giidiUgao be take, 
Apurfe of golde, and maiiy'agaicjewell. 
And in the fkirte of Grcfeide dnun gau Ihake, 
Than rode awaie, and oat a wordc he fpake, 
Penlife io bene, while he came to the toune. 



The Icpre folki ID Citfeiilc then coinh draw. 
Tale [he eqnalldJftriliuciiiun 
orihealmofe; bot whin thr gflWe the)- Tawe 
£che one to oihir pritil^ gin niuD, 
Aui raied.Taii larde hith Diore aficflioun, 
Huwer it be, nnni yon KzUDUt 
Than to Mil!, Tt-e kncwcbyhis almoin, ji 

What lorde is jon, (qnod IhiJ hivi ye no felc. 
That docth la us fa gten humanltc f 
Yes, quod a lepre man, I ininwe hhn Welc, 
Troiiusili*. a knight gentle aodfrt. 
Whan Crcfcfde enairftodeThal it wis he 
Slil^r than (tele there Sent a biicir Hound ji 

Throughout her herC, and Gtl dounr to the ground. 

WhinJhe, orcome wiih CgMng Tore wd fai, 
With many' a cirefuU crie und cold atoltie, 
Now is my hreft With flonnit ftuondis (tad, "^ 

Wrappid in Wo, oh Wrclchfutl will of one^ ' ' 

Than fell in FtrouA fc! o[t or fhe nonld ^nl:. 
And evir in herfwouning ctkd flit thus, 

fclfe CreTaide, and ihie knight Troilus! j^ 

Thy lore, thy Unde, and all thy gentilncffe, 

1 complid fmall in my profperite, ' 
So cffiaiid 1 wai in wultonncSr, 

And climbe nptm the fickle whelt fo hic. 

All faiche nnd bve I pl-omitiid to the 

Was intfry feltiaffl «nd fnrioiu; 

oralfc CiereidE.nid true knight Troilc!? ^i 



Fot Me of me thou kept thy coimtiiituiice 
Houeft and Chan in coavufacioD ; 
Of all women protciSourand defence 
Tbou were, and helpid ther opinioQ : 
My minde on fleOily foule ilTeaion 
WaiCDclinidtoluDiilecherouii 
Fie,f3UeCrefeide!oltUc knight TroLluir ; 

Lovin, beware, and lake godchede about 
Whom that je love, for whan ye fuSre pain 
1 let you wit there i< right fewe throughout 
Whom ye male truft to have true love again ; 
Prove whan you woll, your labour ii in vain t 
Therfore 1 rede ye take them as ye finde. 
For thei are kd a< wedircocke in winde. 

DicaHlt I knowe the greie unftaHendTe, 
Brhtle asglalTe, unto my felfs I Taie, 
TruHingio olhirasgrete brulilnefle, 
At iuLonniant, and aa untrue offaie; 
Though feme be true I wot right few ar the! : 
Who Gndith tmthe let him his lady rufe; 
None hut my felf as now I wotl acenre. 

WhaD this wa> faid with papir Oie fat doun. 
And in thii minir made herTeftamenl; 
Here 1 bequeth my corfe and carioun 
With wormia and with todis lo be rent, 
My cuppe, my clappir, and nirne nrnament, 
And alt my gold, thefe teprc folke (ball have. 
Whan I am dedde lo butie mc in grave. 
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LEGKNCE Ot GOOD WOM£K. ^7 

Now worthy women, in this balade (hort, 
Made for your worfhip and inftruiftion, 
Of charite 1 monifhe and exhorte, 
Minge nat your iovc with falfe difcepcioDy 
Bere io your minde this fore conclufion 
Of faire Crefeide as I have faied befpre ; 
Sith (he is dedde I fpeke of her no more. 6c 6 

^bus cndetb tbepitefull and dohrmts Teji, affaire Crefeide, 

THE LEGENDE OF GOOD WOMEN. 

^ I'houfand timis I have herd tneo tell 

That there is joie in heven and pain in hell, 

And I acord it wele that it is fo. 

But nath^lefle yet wot f wele alfo 

That there n*is non dwelling in this cotmtre 5 

That eithir hath in heven or hell ibe, 

Ne male of it none othir waies wittin 

But ad he herd faied or found it wfittin, 

For by affaie there maie no man it prevc. 

But God forbede but that men ihuldin leve lo 

Lege fide of Good tromeri} Seine ladies in the court took ofience 
at Chaucer's large fpeecbcs againit the untruth of women, 
tlierdorc the Queen enjoined him to compile thttboi)k in titc 
oomracndationorfundry maidens and wiveswhoUiewedthem> 
fclvcs faicitful t«.) faitliltilii men. This fcems to have been wrU' 
ten after Tlic Flower and the Leaf. 

Cii 



■Well more thing lh»n tbei h.itifeea wilh eye! 
Mi'n fli^Unal wenin every ihiiig ilic 
But If himrdf it rcecli or ek it ducth. 
Tor God wMf thing i« nevir the Irlfc Tokh 
Thnugh (Tery wFuht nc maie it not [ft. i 

BctnurHc the pinnke nc fangb not all paidu. 
Than mole wo tohulin thai we 6nde, 
(Thrnugh which ihe oldi thingiti ben in luinde) 
Atid tothedoarineofthereold* wift, 
Vevc ctcdence in tjhry £tilfuU wife, 5 

That tclKn of thefe old apprcvid florits 
Ofholines, afreigntsof«iSarie.i, 
Of love, of hate, aiwloihirrondiie thingei, 
Otwhiche i maie not makiti ichNfu)g»; 
And if that olde holdi were awaie a 

llornewnKofBUrememtiaunce tliekaie. 

Well ought ui thm linnoucin and beleve 
Thefe bohis th*re wc han ooneotbir pre»e. 

And a« for m;, thoufh that I can butlilc. 
On bokis for to r«d« r me delife. 3 

And to 'hem ycTc 1 fiithe and full tredence. 
And in mine heriehajc'hem in reverence 
So hert ily, that thcri: n game none 
That ftti mybnlHsniakith me to gone, 
r>ut it he telduBU, on the holie dale, 3 

Sivt ceitainly whan that the month of Alaie 
]( coniin, uid 1 here the foal in ring, 
And that the Qonris ginnin for to Ipcing, 
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Than love I moftc (hefe llouris white »niJ wde, 

Sache that mcD callin Dailio in our lonn ; 

Tolhemhave [ To greic afTniftioua, 

As I faiett erft, whin camiu i> the Maie, 

Thai in my bedde there dawith me no diie 

Thac In'an] up and walking in the mede 

To fene thisfloiueayenAihefuDtiirpnde 

WhaD it uprilltherly by the morowe ; 

That blisTull light fofciBith all my forowe i 

So glad am I whan that I have picfenee 

Of it to doin it all reierence. 

As Ihe that ii of all flotirii the fioure, 

Fulflllid of all vertne and hooourr. 

And eiir ilikc faire and frctlie of bewe 

As welin winliratin rummirnewc; 

This love I cvre', and Ihall antil I die. 

All fwere I not of this, I woll nat lie. 

There loTid no wight hottir in bi> life i 
And whan that it it eve [ rcnnj blithe, 
Asfone at evir the funne ginnith well, 
To fene this Soure how it woll f;o to tdl; 
For fere of night, fo huilh the derknelle. 
Her ch ere IB plainly fpred in the brightoeJIe 
Of chefunn^, iijr there it woll anclofe: 
Alat [bat I ne'hid Engl iihe, rime, orproTe, 



JO LtCtMOS or GOOD ITOMIlfi 

SuiTifaant this flouri to praife aright ! 
Bat helpith ye. that han conning and mighc* 
Ye lovirs, that can make of fcntiment ; 
In thif cafe ought fe to he diligent 
To forthrin me fomwliat in my labour, 
Whether ye ben with the JLefc or the Floor, 
For well I wote that ye han here beforne 
Of making' ropen and lad awaie the come. 
And 1 come aftirgUniug here and there, 
And am full glad if i maie finde an ere 
Of any godcly worde that ye han lefte; 
And though it happe me to reherfm eft 
That ye han in yoor fruih^ fongis faicd 
|b Forberith me, and beth not ill apaicd, 

-^ Sith that ye fe I doe it in the' honour 

il Of l.ove, and eke in fervice of the flour, 

"Whom that I ferve as I hafe wit or might; 
■'I She i«! the clerencife and the very light 

I That in this derke world me windith and ledet! 

J The hcrt within my wofull brcft you dredeth 

: And loveth fo fore, that ye ben verily 

V The maillris of my wit and nothing I ; 

My worde, my workes, is knit fo in your bond 
That as an harpc obeyith to the honde. 
And makith foune aftir his fingiring. 
Right fo mowe ye out of mine hertc bring 
Soch voice right as you lift to laugh or pain ; 
Dc yc my guide and ladie fovcrain ; 







(.lOIHVl 01 OOOD WOMIITi 

AttamineycrihlygodtoTOD lull 
Bothe JD ihi* werlu and my forowii ilL 
But wherfote thu I fpd>e to yere credence] 
To olil (lorici, and doen 'hem reverence. 
And that oien mudin mori thing bileie 
Than mca may fcnc at eye or ellii piere. 
That IhaUireid whanlhuiremytime; 

My buCt ghdl, that thurllith alwiic newe 
To f>:De thi> Bout To yong, lo hcSbc of here, 
Condralnid mc vilh To grcdie delire 
Th»t in mine hette [ ftliti ytt the fire 
That mad* me to rife er it were daie, 
Andthiswaitiowihelirllmaroweof Mate, 
With drcdfuU hette and glad deTocion 
Far to ben attherdurrcAion 
or this Raiai, nhan that it fliould andoTe 
Again the funne,t])atTi>reuriddeurole, 
That in the brcA nai of the bed that daie 
That Agenor'ii doughtir ladde awaie ; 
And dounc on kneei anon right I me fctte, 
AiidaslcDDldthiafreftJflouielgrette, 
Kaeling aliraie till it nnclofid wai 
Upon the fmall, utd fofi, end Cwcti graa. 
That wa! with flouria fnetc embniudid al. 
Of focbe fwettsefTe and ftidie odour oer all 
That for to fpekin of gamine, herbe, or Oe, 

Comjiarilon miie none imakid be, 



LtbENDE OF CO'OD •^OUkft* 

furmountith plainly all odoAres, 
>f riche beaote the moft gaye df fiottret* 
»ttin>IUMl the ferth hit pui eftMA ' >t5 

ntir, that him nakM made and mate, 
w ith hii fworde of colde fo ford gremed ; 
hath thtf'aumpre ibmie al that telexed 
nakid.wat, aixl clad it bewe'a^*iu^ ' -- 
malldfoulis,oftheftlbii£nB, ' •-' S50 

ofthepanierandthenecbenfcapcd^ - ^ '■ 
1 the foQllr that *hem made a^n^ieaped ' 
btir, and diftroyid had thcr brodr^ 
» difpite them thought it did '*kem gode 
Dg of htm, and in ther fong dil^ife 135 

fouUi chbj^le that for hit tovitife - 
hem betray id with hig fophifirie t 
was ther fong; The foulir we defitf, 
all his crafte : and fome yfongin dere 
ioflove, thatjoieit wastohere, X40 

srihipping and praifing of her make^ 
for the newd blisfuU f<>mir*s fake ; 
1 the braunchis full of blofmiR foft 
:r delite thei tournid 'hem full oft, 
fongin, BliiTid be Saind VMentine ! I45 

n his dale I chcfe you to be mine, 
ioutin repenting, mine hertd fwete! 
therwithall their beckis gonnin mete, 
ing honour and humble obeifauoce 
u vc; and did^en ther othir obferraunce is o 
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That longith unto love and to nature; 

Con (Ire we that as you lift ; I doe no cure : 

And tho that had doin unkindeneife, 

As doeth the tidife for newefangelnefle, 

Bcfoughtin ni ercieofther.tr efpafing, I55 

And humilly fongio ther repenting. 

And fworin on the blofmis to be true, 

So that ther makis would upon *heni me: 

And at the laft thei madin ther a4;orjie> 

All found thei Daungir for the time a lorde, l6o 

Yet Pite thorough his ftrong gentill might 

Foryave, and made mercie pa0iQ right 

Through Innocence and rulid Curtifie j 

But I ne clepe tiat innocence folif , 

Ke falfe pite, for virtue is the mepe, , . 165 

As Ethicke faiet]|i, in focKe aanir 1 mene t 

And thus thefe fouUs} voide of all malice, 

A ccordidin to love, and laftin vice 

Of hate, and ibogin all of one acordq. 

Welcome Sommir, our govirnour and lorde ! J 70 

And Zephyrus ami piora gentUly 

y ave to the flouris foft and tendirly 

Ther fote breth, and made *hem for to fpredc. 

As god and goddeffe of the flourie mede. 

In vi^hiche me thought 1 mights date by daie Z75 

Dwellin alwaie the joly monthe of Male 

Withoutin flppe, withoutin mete or drinke; 

Adoune full foftlly I gao to finke, 



34 LkGESBE OF GOOD lAOHEH. 

And kiiing on my elbowc Bnd my fide 

The IcDge tlaic I lllnpe me let to' abide, 1 

Foi DDihing elli>. and I (hall nst lie, 

But for lo lokin upon the Daine, 

That well by r<JuD mtr it tallt maie 

TheDaiEt, ordstheeyeufthcdiie, 

The emprlfi;. andihe floureof flounssU: 1 

Ipriie toGodthalfairin^ateOicfHO, 

ADd all ihatlovin fiouri* for her fake! 

But natUIclTc tie wcnc nat Thac t make 

la praiCngiof the Floiirc again iheLefc 

Ho more ihan 61 the corn; again the fiiefe, 1 

For lb IQ me D'ialeTir nnne ne ]i>theri 

I n'am witbholdin yet with neilhir nother, 

Ke' I n'ot who fctvilh l,efc ne who the nourc; 

Well broukin thci thrr fervice or laboure; 

For this thing iaallof anoihir tonriL-, ] 

Of oldflDrie, er fothe thirg was begonae. 

What! that iht funiie out of the fouth gan well. 

And that thii floure gan dnfc and gon to idl. 

For dcrknes (if the night the which fhe AteSt, 

Home to mine houfe full fwiftly 1 me fpcde : 

To goae to reft, and srly for lu rife 

To fene ihii Bonreio fpiede as 1 deviTe; 

And liiaUitleherbir that [have, 

TharbcnthidwiiofturTisfn-'lheigrne, ' '■''" 

IbsdniMilhoDklininrniycouchf make; '- ^\ 



LEGENDS OF GOOD WOMEN. 

bad 'hem flrawin flouris on my beddc : 
^'han I was laicd and had mine eyin hedde 

fell aflepe, and flept an houre or cwo, 
Mc met how I laie in the midowe tho 
To fene this floure that I love fo and drede. 
And from aferrc came walking in the medd 
The god of Love, and in his handc a queue. 
And fhe was clad in roiall habite grene, 
A fret of golde (he had next her here, 
And upon that a white curoune (he here 
With flourounis fmall, and, \ ihall nat lie. 
For all the worlde right as a Daiile 
Icrounid is, with whitd levis lite, 
So were the florouns of her croune white, 
tor of o perle fine orientall 
Her white coroune was imakid all, 
For which the white coroune above the greoe 
Ymade her like a Daifie for to fene, 
Confidrid eke her fret of gold above; 
Iclothid was this mightie god of Love 
In filke cmbroidid, full of grcne grevcs. 
In whiche there was a fret of red rofc levcs, 
The frelhifl feus the worlde was firil begoo; 
His gilt here was ycrounid with a fon 
In ftede of gold, for hevineiTe and weight, 
Therwich mc thought his face fhonc fn bright 
That well unnethis might I him behold, 
And in his hand methought I fawe him hold 



Li^GENDE OF GOOD WOM 

Hero, Dido, Laodomia', ifere, 
And Phyllis, hanging for Dcmophoo. 
And Canace, efpyid by thy chere, 
Hypfipyle, bctrayid by Jafcn, 
Makith of your trouth neithir bofle nc 
Nor Hypcrmncllra'or Ariadne, ye twa 
My ladic comcth, that all this male difti 
This buiadc maic full well ifongin be, 
As I have f^id orll, by my ladic fre. 
For certainly all ihcfe mowe not fufiice 
To* apporin with my ladie in no wife, 
For as the funne woll the fire diftaio. 
So pafllih all my ladie foverain, 
'I'hac is fo godc, £p faire, fo dcbonaire, 
I pruie to God that cvir fall her faire ! 
For nc had comfort ben of her prcfence 
I hud ben dcdde without any defence 
For drcde of Lov'is wordis and his cherc, 
As \v}i:m time ishcreaftir ye fliaii here. 

EliiIiuIc this god of Love upon the grcac 
I fawc coming of lady is nincrcne, 
n roiiill habir, afuUeiic pac«, 
Vnd aftir them of women foche a trace 
"hat f.iis that God Adam had made of yert 
ho chirde part of mankindc, or the icrth, 
; wcndc I nat by poflibilite 
d ovir in rlii^ wide worldc ibe, 
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Aworincto nighiii acre my Sour than dion. 

And why, Sir, (quod 1) »nil it iikhb you i 
For ihoii (qiiodhe) >r[ iberto.noihiiig able; 3: 
It 15 my r«Ilke digne and deliiable. 
And thou my fo, and all my folkc wEiricB, 
And ofniine old fervaumii thou mtSiiMft, ■ 
And hindrilt'beni with ihy tranQacion, 
And UctiUtolkc from ther devocion 3: 

To fervin nig, andhoUJa it [olie 
To fervin Love; thou niaicB it nal denie. 
Fori n plain liHil, wi^outin ncdeofgloTe, 
Thou' haft (ranllalid The Romaunc of the Rofc, 
Thatis»nhe«fieayimft my lawe, 3 

And makift wife folke fro me to wilhdrawc; 
And of Crerdde thou haft faidc as t^ lifl. 
That maklth men to women l^lTe ti> triac, 
1 hat ben as trewe as er was any ttele 1 
Of thine anJWete avifin thf right v.t!e, 3, 

For [hough that thou renyid hafl my lan«, 
Asothirwretchiahive done. many'a dale. 
By Scint Venus, whith that my mothlt ii. 
If that chou live thou iLili re pen tin this 
So ciuilly [hat it (hal wel be fcne. 3 , 

Tho rpake thii lady, clothid all In grene, 
And rayid,God, right of yourcurliHe 
Ye mote herkin if that beean replk 
Ayendal thiithat yehave tohimmevedi 
A God nc IboHldi nal be ihuf agreved, 3^ 



But of hit driceha Bui he fljbic, 
Andchi.'i'UigiBdouEuidiiicrciabU, it 

<Md if vc a'ere a god that hnonin all -If 

Than might h be, as lyoo teUin O^all, .. i 

This man to yon miic falfely hrn accnfed, ■ ■ I 
^h,it3> by right him i>ughtin ben McDftfil, '■<% 
iuriiiyour cQurt ismaiiy'i loGogBOUr, ^J 

hni many a qucini toioltraccufoiir ■'■ 

That t.tbuuri:n io yaurEriimany'afuun ^ % 

Right aftii [h<r imaginacioiin , 'f 

Ti) have vunr&itiBaoce, and for cnv^; I' 

■rhtCeb™ Iht I3uf», aod, 1 (hj! nu lir, 
Xnvie ih luve'ndir uf the couit alwaic. 
For [hf DC pmith neithirnighE ne diie 

.OutofihchourcflrCzfar, thiisraiihDant, j 

Who fu lliat £Oeth algaie fli^ wol nat want. 

And eke perauntcr far this man i> nice 
Hb Diij;htiii diiur it, grfling no matlce, 
But for Iia sfith thiii|;ii- for lo make 
Him tetkilh nought of what matir he take, ; 

Or him wu bodiii mahin thilke twey 
Of fame perfone, and durll it nat nithfey. 
Or him repentith uttirly of this. 
He nf" hath nat done fo grevouUy amii 
To traiiilatin that uldc clErkls wrjtcn, i 

As though that he of malke would enditen 

. Difpile of Love, and had himfelfe It Wrought ; 
This Ihuuld a lightwifc loidc have in his thought, 
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And nat be like tirauntes of Lombardie, 
That ban no rewarde but at cirannie; 3 75 

For he that king or lorde is nature!, 
Him ought not be a ciraunt ne crnel 
As a fermour, to done the harme he can. 
He mufl thinkin it is his Uege man, 
As is hi^ trefoor, and his golde in cofer, 3 80 

This is thefeittence oCthe philofapher; 
A kinge to kepe his liegis in juftice, 
Withoutin doute that ialiis office, 
A] wol he kepe his lordes in ther degre. 
As it is right and ikil that thei (bulde be 3 85 

Enhaunfid and honourid, and moft dere, 
For thei ben hallogoddis in this world here, 
Yet mote he done both tight to pore andricbe, 
Al be that thcr eftste be nafh both liche. 
And hpve of povir folke compaffion ; 390 

For lo the gcncil kinde of the lion ! 
For whan a flie ofiendith him or biteth 
He with hia tule awaie the flie yfmitetk 
Al efily, for of his genterit 

Him deinith nat to wrcke him en a flie, 395 

As doeth a <:urre or ek aaothir beft ; 
in noble corage ought to ben ar^, 
And wayin every thing by equite, 
And ha.ve regarde unto hia owne tlegre ; 
For, Sir, it is no maidric for a lorde 4CC 

To dampnc a man without anfwere of word, 

Piii 
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He hath made many' a ley and many* a thing. 430 

Now as yc be a god and eke a king, 
I your Alcefte, whilom Quene of Thrace, 
I aflce you this man right of your grace 
That yc him nevir hurte in al his live, 
And he flial fwerin to you, and that blive, 435 

He flial ncr more agUtin in this wHc, 
But dial makin as ye wol him devifc 
Of women trewe in loVing al their iifc< 
Where fo ytf wol of maidin or of wiffe. 
And forthrin you as muche as he mifieidd 44^ « 

Or in The Rofe or ellis in Crcfeidc. 

The god of Love anfwerde her thus anon ; 
Madame, (quod he) it is fo longe agon 
That I you knew fo charitable* and trewe, 
Thar nevir yet fithin the worlde was newe 445 

To me ne founde I bettir none than yc ; 
If that I wol yfavin my degre 
1 may nor wol nat werne your requeft; 
Al lieth in you ; doth with him as you left. 

I al fofyeve withoutin lenglr fpace, 45 • 

For who (o yeveth a yeftc or doth a grace 
Do it betimc, his thanke (hal be the more, 
And demith yc what he ftial do thcrcfore.^ 

Go, thankith now my lady here (quod he. ) 
1 rofc, and doun I fet me on my kne, 4j|. 

And fay id thus; Madame, the God above 
For ycldc job that ye the god of Love 
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nd tellin olfalfc men that *hem hetra 
i'hat al ther life nc do nat but aflaicn 
1 low many womtn thei nriaic done a fl 
lor in your world that is nat holdc a g 
And thoug^h that the like nat a lovir b< 
»^p<.hc wcl of" love, this penaunct yeve 
And to the god of I.ovc I fhal fo^prait 
'Jl'.aj h'j f}jal charge his fervantes by* a 
To forthrin the, and wel thy labour qi 
do now thy waie, this penaunce ife but 
And when thisTsokc is made ycvc it x\ 
On my bchalfe, at Kltham or at Sh^ne 
'J he god of Love gan fmilc, and than 1 
Woft thou (qubdhe) whcr this be wif 
Or quenc or countefTe, or of what deg* 
That hath fo litill penaunce ycvin the, 
That haft dtfervid forely for to fmcrtc 
But pite rennith fone in gentle hertc, 
That maift thou fene; (he kithith wHa 
And I anfwerde, Naie, Sir, fo have 
No more but that I fc wel ihe ingode. 

That is a trcwc talc by mine hodc 
(Quod Love) and that thou knowiil TV 
If it be fo rhat thou avifc the : 
1 lull thou nat in a bokc in thy chefte 
'J'hc grctc godcncflc of th^ Quenc Ale 
Thar tumid was into a DSifie, 
Mic that for her hufbondc chcfc to die. 
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Have luakid me fail wruhc (o foiTCK, 

And ^ive me ^ ve h long£ tor Lo Utb 

ThMlDuiekimwlbtliilyTAityabe 4f* 

Thu htve me bolpea ana pM u ikN d«r*l 

But trevrilr I wcdik u in tfau c«u 

Nought have igilte nc dnne to Love tre^; 

For vhji i a Ircwi! mu witbaiitiii dredt 

Hath oat to partio irilb a ttm'n deda : 4^1 

Ne a trewt la Tir ought me oot ta U«m 
Tbangh that t lpek« > falle lovir bme Oaom, 
Thci oughtin rather nith me tot to boUa 
For that 1 of CrefcJd^ wrote or tol<k. 
Or of the RoTe t what (a mute author laetit 4?^ 
AlgaliB God wote it wu uiae entcnt 
To faillirin tnnith to lo*E, a^ k <k^ 
And I'ibefl -warn fro faUnteft and fFDHMk 
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A:iO ttUiii r,l (Me men thai 'hem hctraien, " 
I'hil il thcr life iil' do nat but afTaiL-n 
llcivniaiiy woimrKheimaiodmieifliamc, 
I'or in yciur nnrld that is nut haldeagamc) 
And tiiuush ihat iht Hkc an a lovir be 4; 

t'lH-hcwtl triuvc, thinpenaunctyeve I the, 
And>olki:gcjli,ri.<>Ti.'liliairopTiic - 
'riiai ht E.al cliargL liis fcrvantes bj"' aEy war* 
To fortliriii ihe, and wel thy labour quite i 
(iu nnw thy waie, thin jieniuncc it but lite ; 4j 
And when iIii-.Tioke is tnade jeic ittheQucre 
On my bthalft, at Kltham or it Shene. 
The god uC J.nvc ganfmile, and than hcfaule; 
Woll thou (ijuiidhe) wher thia be wife ornuude, 
Of quenc or couiiteiTi:, ni uf what dtgrt, jc 

^tudi (q li^l pcnannce ycvinthe, 
9W dtrcrtiiimely for to f^1!)^tG^ - 




And tte fo gone lo licll rjiliu- than \\c, 
And Hercules rdcuid her parile, 
And brought her out oFhelagainc tobLib? 
And laufwtrdeogaine.andfayid.VMi 
Now tnnw I her; »niliithltgode AktfU, 
The Dai^, Slid mine awnrhert'iirdlc? 
Now fele I wcl die godencJI^ of this w]lc. 
That both alut her deth and in her IJe 
Her greiS bguntc doubliihher renouo, 
Wei hath Iheqnit nic nine aiTFaiuun 
That I have to hn floure the IHtciie; 
No wondir ii though Jove her flelliGe, 
AitcUilh AgttDB, fat h«r godeneOc, 
Her white cdidwiw bcrith of it wrUuHe, 
For all fo maoy virtuia had Ibe 
As fmalfloTDuiiii in her focowne be; 
la rBmcmbriDnce of her and in hgnntic 
Cybdla made the DucGc, and tlic Snur 
Icrownid al wiih white, ai men male ft, 
And Mats jFiTe htr a cotown red parde. 
In (ledf of rubici f« wnimg tbr y lilte ; 
Therwith thisquenewoieredfor Oiainokte 
Whan ftewa^pnilid (bio hcrpicTesce. 
Than fayid Love, A ful pe«e negligence 
Wat ktu the, that like time <!iou ni»le 

That thou forgette htr in thy fonge to fetle, 
Bich that thou ut fo gretly b her acfj^ 
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And wotift wel that kalender is (be 

To any woman that wol lovir be, 

For fhe taught all the crafte of trewe loTing, 

Andnamily of wifehode the living;, 545 

And all the bondis that (he ought to kepe 3 

Thy litil witte was thilk^ time ailepe ^ 

But now I charge the upon thy life 

That in thy Legende thoo make of this wife, 

"Whan thoQ haft othir ixnale imade before ; 55CI-. 

And fare now wel, i cbarg^ the no mora. 

But er I go thismuche I wol the tel^ 

Ne ihal no tVewd lovir come in hel« 

Thefe othirladies fitting here arowe 
Ben in my balade, if thou coafl 'hem knowe, ]f 55 
And in thy bokis al tfaou flialt'hem finde, 
Have 'hem now in thy Legeade aliatmAde, 
I mene of them. diat ben in' thy knowings 
For here ben twenty thouiande mo ittinj^ 
Than that thou knowift, and gode wotnea aH 560 
And trewe of love, for ought tiiat maie belli; 
Makith the metria of 'hem at the lefte, 
I mote gone home, the fuand drawith wefte^ 
To Paradis, witk al this compaoie, 
And fervin ahvaie the freih Dsliiie : 3 65 

At Cleopatra' I wol that thou beginne. 
And fo forthe, and my love fo ihalt thoa winne ; 
For let fe now what man that lovir be 
Wel done £0 fir eng a paine for bve as (k«» 



AnJforlhjtocfffiaf thinwoHniiippKt i -^ 

AnitaltbercinnMintl wollctit nippr.' ' ■ { 

QiHaiiuiiitfaaC'KDdEwasDtthiEdede, 4J 

ShnpehimaDhoQeoD Antonytokde, ■->' 

Ah.Ilirlyfqrhi»tlinruflion, ■ . 

Wit)i,fijDnte Ramiihis, ciuil at-Iioii': 
To fliip lliei ^eac;; 'Ud ihui 1 let 'hem fjiic. 

Anlonius was iv^Be, iqd wol nor&ile ja 

To latlla wUh ihele RianaincE ifhe xantf, 
Tike da hlirtile^'aDdbDlb upnn Brlaic 
Hi> wife and he, aaA alliii hefl; fonii wenc 
To Ihip aanne, Duicugii thtijic &Eat, 
Audin thcfe iLbapfid'luinicaaietc; fS 

Up goitW^ tMmpJ.'andfoi lothopresndihEte, 
- AndpamiqihcmtdiJcCiin witliFiiE&iDne; II ' If 
Wlilh grifly foune oul gaitb iht.giBiegoiitoe, 
Andhcrtily thei.tiurcGii.Blat nbei,. l. ;. >. 
And fro tfaEtop dobne conuththegnzefhiitel, 60 
In goih ihegrsjiineUbfal of cto^c* . . 

Among the ropis ran the (herin^ hokri. 
In with Lhe pola^ preGth he and he, ^ 

Behindc tlicmafle beginnith he to fie, 
And outagaitie.iadilrivilb him OEborde, ' 6j 
?Ic fiickith him.iq»a hwfpcr'iioidB, ..! 
y.K rent the faile with hokis like a fsibct 
Ife bringech tiic cuppe, andludtJitb 'hemlic Uitb, 
He p'ii;rith pefen upon [he hatetunllular,, 
V.'JLhpsttijfulofUme theigott togider, ■ 1 70 
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And thus the lohgd dale in fight theif]f>eiuiey> 
Til at the laft, as every thing hiath endo, . 
AntoniusisfhetiLalidput.to flight,! .| 

And al his folke to go that bed go. mi^iti '■.. 
Fleeth eke the. Qufctie, with sil her jpoitple'ffaile, 75 
For flrokis whicbc that went u thicke m haiie; 
No wondir was, (he might it nat:eiidiire :' 
And whan Antony fawe thattmatoriB, - : 
Alas (qnod he); the daie that L -vm botae f ^ . : - 
My worfhip in this daie thus have I lorne^ So 

And for difpaire out of iiis wittO'he flerte,- ' * 
And rofe himfelfe anon throughout the herte * 
£r that he ferchir went oat of tkut placet : * 
His wife, that could of Cselarfaave DO grace,' * 
To Egypt fled for drede and for diftrdffer '" ' 85 
But herkenith, ye that fpekin of kiodeneflc.- 
Ye men that.falfely fwerin many' an «>the 
That ye wol die if that your love be wrodie; ' 
Here maie ye fene of women foch a-arooth' - - 
This wof ul Cleopatre* had made fuche routh 90 
That there n'is tongd none that maie it tcl^- 
But on the* morowe ihe wol no lengir dwel. 
But made her fubtil werkmen make s fluine ^ 

Of al the rubies and the ftonit fine 
I n al Egypt which that (he coulde efpie^ : 1 95 

And ihe put ful the (brine offpic^e, .* i .s 
And letre the corfe enbaume, and forth flie fistte 
3*his dcd corfe, and ihe in the ihtioeiitihette; ■ 

■ T5 "* ■ ' 
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And forihylocffe<9< than wolFUiii^y :.■.... ■ 
Aiidjallheiemngnnt I wol leiir Bippe. ■ -i 

0<3»iiUi;lbaC wodc watof ibiidedc, •{ 

Ehopehimanlioacon Aman^iolulr, >« 

AlultirlyforbHiliflrBaitin, . i - i. I< 

Wil)v&)nitaKai»inis,rruU3Cli[vi.;.' . i 'I 

Toihiptbci'RtM^'andlhuiUct 'hcnii^e. i h< 

AntDniun was waK, and net nocfdilc - H 

TomelinwiththcfeRoHiiinesifheraMe,. ■ -J 
T-ikcebcbitiediv^iRibtith iificn ».daie . * i^ 
ttii nif: mi he, and d Jiii baft; {onh Bcnt .'i 
1'u itiip anonciiialt'iigir [htijic Hent, U 

Andin thcfeith^^id'hera tomrte; / 

Up gDedr't^4nMij9i,'SBd'fo<laihn(i!Psiidniei^ 
- AQdpiiniqJh^mcaJetDK tvidtth: fiinnc; > ''■! 
V/Mi grillf founc nut gaiib ilie.giQlcgaites,i <■- i 
And hcnily tliei hurdin fll II iwcj, il ,<jla»«W* 
Andfrothetop dulmeComill] thcgHteflMc*! - 
Ingolh thegr:p-HioIfo£iilofcritl(ew vi:.i<,l <(ii 
Among the ropisrarithe Dicrkij; hokei, -.■'■■'. . 
In with :he pola;te pfcfith he nnd ht, '' 

BehindetheJnafiebeginnithhetnfle, .. 
Andoulagaine,»addrivithhimorborde, ./ 
He fiickith him. upgdiiaCper'ii Olds,. .[ . 
HcienUbcf^llcwithhokisllkotfidict .. 
He bringeth ttie cuppc. and biddiih 'hemilie Uith 
He p'lurith pcfen upon the hatduBJlidac,,. .. 
^Vkh pstlilfulof licne clici god logidtT, ■■ < - 
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And thus the lohgd dale in fight theifpendey 
Til at the laft, as every thing hiath endo, 
Antonius is fhetiLalid putto flight,! : . i 

Andalhisfolketogothatbedgomi^it^ . '. 
Fleeth eke the. Quetie, with sil het pabplc'fktk, 75 
For flrokls whicbe that weatai thioke m baiie ; 
No wondir was, fhe might it natieadate i 
And whan Antony fawethatratiotiut).' : 
Alas (qnod he): the daie that L was bome H . - . 
My worfhip in this daie thus have I lorne^ So 

And for difpaire out of his wittO'he fiertto,- ' * . . ' 
And rofe himfelfe anon througlunit thehote" 1 
£r that he ferthir went oat of tbe placet ' : " 
His wife, that could of Cziarfaave no grace, ' ' - 

To Egypt fled for drede and for diftrdffe r 85 

But herkenith, ye that fpekin of kindcneffOi' 
Ye men that fialfely fwerin many* so othe - 
That yc wol die if that ycnir love be wrodie; ■' 

Here maie ye fehe of women foch a-vonth 

This woful Cleopatre* had made fuche routh 90 

That there n'is tongd none that maie it tcl«> 

But on the* morowe ihe wol no lengir dweJ^ 

But made her fubtil werkmen make a fluine ' 

Of al the rubies and the ftonit fine ■■■ ■■ 

In al Egypt which that (he coulde efpiOy- 1 95 

And (he put ful the ihrine offpiccrie, - .*.* 

And letre the corfe enbaume, and forth flie fistte 

3 Ills dwd corfe, and ihe in the flitioe^tihotte; . 



And next the Qlrine i pit than doih (he griye. 
And al the fcrpentii ihnt (he miphi have 
, She put 'hem in that grave, tad ifaug (hcfeidei 
Mow love, toiiiiaiii 107 forowful here obeide 
So fetfotthly, tha fro that hli'^ful hour 
That I you tware 10 br[j *l frcly your, 
I niene you^ Antonitu, my koight. 
That nevir waking in the daie or nij^t 

For wf k lu- wo, l-r raiolt or for daunce, 
And in my faJFc thii «>*enuic made I iho, 
"niit ri^ttfuchc M yn felcia, wele or wa, 
Al ferbrch « it in my ]H)wir Uie, 
Unrepraiable' unto my wifchode lie. 
The bine vrould I felii) in lifeordeihe. 
And thilk j coienatiDt while me UHith brethe 
I wol fulfil, and thatOial wel be fene, 
Wa« ner unto her lo»e a trewir quene; 
And with that word nakid, with ful gode herl. 
Among the ferpratei in the pitte (he ftcrt, 
Aod there (he chefc to haie her burying: 
Anone the nedirs gonne her foe to ftinf>. 
And (beherdethiecevith with goile chere. 
For lovi: of Antony chat wa( her detei 
And this isilorial (oihe, it is no fable. 
Nower 1 finde a nun (hue irewe and Qable, 
And wol for love hii deih 1^ frely take, 
{praic Uodlet ourhedisnevirake! 

/!ire ladttb the L'gndt o/CfeofiKra. 
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A r DabylonJ whilom fil it ihui, 

The nhiche louQ the Quepc SimiTMiiD* 

Let dichin al about, and wallii mik£ 

Full hie of hudj till) wel ihake : 

There werio dwelling in thia noble tonB 

I'wo lordis which that were of gtele reaatin, 

And monidiu fo Digh upon a gtene 

That there o'm but a ftoue wal 'hem bitircne. 

And, fothe Co laiiie, that one maa bad a frame i 
Ofallhat londconeoflhelufljrift, 
That othir had a doughtir the faiiift 
That eilward in the world wasthodweUIng; 
The name of everichc pinto othir fpring. 
By women that were neighbourii abonte, 1 

l-'or in [hat country Te[,wi[houtin douce 
Maidinii ben ikcpte forJelouHe 
Ful nraitely, left thei diddin fame folic. 
This yon-je man was depid Pyramui, 
And Tbifbe hight the maide (Nafu faith thui) t 
And thui by reporte wai ther name iflioire. 
Iliac as thei woie in age To woie ther love; 
And cettaiae, a) by rcfon of thei age,. 
Ther niglit have b«n betwiit 'hem maiiage, 
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But that iher fithJn; n'olde it nat affcnt; t- 

And cficiln lore ylikc Tnic bothr brcr.C 

That none of al iher Ircndis might it leite, 

Bot privily fomlimi! yet ihcimme 

By flcighc, and fpakin Come of iher ddire, 

Al wrie ihr gledc ind tiortir ii th« fire; 3< 

Forbid alovc and ii' i<i«i timu lb wode. 

Thii wal which that briwiii 'hem bolh yftode 
Wai cloven atwo right fro [he top adcnia 
Of olde time a( hii foaudacinun. 
Bat yet thiicliftewaafonaroivand lite 3; 

It WM nat fena, (dere inough a mite) 
But what 19 that that lave can not cfpief 
Ye loviTE two, if that I (bal nat [ie, 
Ye fouDdio iirfl tliii !itk narawe clifte. 
And with afounde ai fofic ai any Oirifce 41 

Thei let ther wonUs through the clifte pace. 
And toldin, while that ihci ftoden in the place, 
Al Iher cootplaiof of love and aJ ther wo. 
At eviry lime whan the! duriiin fii. 

Upon thatorefidcof thewalftodehe, 4; 

And on that other fide llode Thifbe, 
. Thef««efouneofothirtoreeeve, 

And thut ther wardeins wouldin thei difceve, 
And every date this wal thei wouldin ihrete, 
Andwifli to God that it were donn ibctc ; 5< 

"I'hui would thei fiine, Alaa ! thou wicfcid wal. 
Thorough thine taiie thou na letlift £l; 



\ 



Y n'ilt thou clcTCorfillm il atwo.' 

I the \cai, but thou wouldill fa, 

wouldid thou but ecU Ice d> mete, 55 

mil that we mighlin kiJEo fwett, 

n were wc cuiidof our cariscolde; 

niihdleffe yet b« wc to the holde, 
I muche as tht>D fufTHfl for to gone 

wordis through thy lime bdi) eke thj ftone, Ca 
oughdn we with llie ben wd iipudW* 
.nd nhan thefe idil wordu werio fuds 

cold^ ml thei noldin kiffe of Ooiie, 

take ther leve, and forth thei voldiD gone, 

this wugUdlT in the erintide, 6j 

TOodir erly, left men it efpide : 

longi[imetheiwmi£h[iii thiimuieie, 
ID a daie, whin Phaboi gta to clerc, 
or> with the flremii of her hete 

dryid up the dene of herhii vet«, fO 

a this clifte, lu it wi< woDte Eo be, 
le Pyramu), and iftir come Thiflte, 

plightin troulh right fully in ther&ie, 
[ iiki fam^ tiight to Oele avaie, 

tobegilether wirdeinii eTerichonC, U 

forth out of the die for to gone; 

for the fcldii ben fo brads and vide 
:o iTietiD in o place at o tide 

fctriti markei thcr metingii flumld be 
'c King Ninm w** gravcQ Dodit ■ tee, lo 



For old: Piicim*. ihit idolli. haicd, 

UGdiathaio fcldis to beo baieilj 

j\n<l (>It^ by bU f nvi yrat a wd. 

And Oiorlilj of ttaiiote foi toicl. 

'Ihii coTeniant W3« affinsid nondu- bO, Sj 

And ton^re 'hem ihoofthiin chu the haai US, 

ThAi itn'iirtgoaeasAitiietc idonn, 

ThuTtiifbehathfagTctcafiediaiin,' 
Andfo^nte liking Pfruniutofe, 
I'lisc wJiiit flic £iwe her time might ybr 90 

At night fhe Sale awaic fal ptinlf. 
Wkb her face iwimptid Eatl bbtillT, 
far a! her frcDiU^ ([or to faic her trouthe) 
She hath torCAie, alia ! and ihac is rouihe, 
That e»ir woman wocld rhefo irewe 95 

To tniHin miD but Ihe the bet him knewe; 
And to the Ire ihe ^oeih a ful ^ode p2ce, 
ForioTC maileherfo hardy in thin cafe. 
And b; the nellc adcnin Ibe gin her dscSc. 
Alas : than cotnith a nilde lioiteiTe IC9 

Que of the wode, withootln mare areft, 
With blode mouthe of ftrangling of a bcft, 
To dtinkin of the wcl there at Die fat ; 
Andnhanthat Thifbe had efpyid that 
She n& her op with a ful diery bene, icj 

And ina cive with dtedful fote (he flcrte. 
Far by the mone the fawr it wel withall, 
and as ihe ran her wimiile l»t Qie fall, -, ■ ;■■';■ 
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And toke none hede» fo lore (he was a wh ap e d» 
And eke fo glad for tiuit &e was efcap«d ; X 10 

And.thiw (he fat and Ittfktth wondtr ftilL 
Whan that thia lioneiCe hath dronkehcr fill 
Aboutin the weH gan ihe for to winde. 
And rigl^t anon the wk^plc gan ihe fiode. 
And with hcfhlodymottthe it alto rcflile; - 1x5 
Whan this waa done no kngir (he neftcstc^ 
But to dlifl wode her way than hath ike nonek 

, And at the la£k thispynunot xa oanOy 
But al to longe, aba! at-home was he; 
The mond flKme, meamii^n weliie $ 110 

And in hi^ waie» at that he come fitl M^ 
Hit eyin to the grounde adoon he cail, • 
And in the fonde^ aa hehehekle adooo^ 
He faw the fieppas brede of a fionii^ 
And in htahert he fodaihly agrafe, • i%$ 

And pale he weai^, therwith kit kerfe areft^ - 
And nere he came, and foimde tke wiaapls teme; 
Alas (qaod he) the daie that I was konM ! 
This o night wol both at lowia ile ; 
HowihouldlaiktaflaercyofThiibe X30 

Whan I am he that have yoB ibine f ahal 
My bidiagkatk yoo iiaind io this caas t 
, Alas ! to biddeB wonuogone by night 
In placd there aa perill fallta might. 
And Ifoilowe:alas!lnehadbe 135 

Here in this phee a furioage waic or ya» . 



51 i>o.»rr,i.. 

Now whailjounthai isin ihiiioreft ' '■■ 

My hody mote. he rentiii, oi wbat bell 
, Thiiwilde»igMwinniotehenowmineheRe. 
Acd witJlthM mordc he to the wimple Rene, I40 
And tiQe it ofcc, naAwepttoahSuliotc, 
Audbid, WiinptB,ala>! iheteu'iino moie, 
eu thou Ibicliftir aiwel the blodccfmc 
As thou Ijaftiiitcthe Wedingof Thifbs: 
Anil with t)i«r«ur<te he rmatebim tathe herte, 14J 
The bloJcouE'Df ihcwnandeSibrudeaitcTte 
Aimtii, whan theccudDitebiokJn is. 
: .Muw Thlfbet which liiai ne wift not of thii, 
Bui &idiig iDhsrdiede fhe thoughte thai, 
Yl it li> fatliu that my Pyrunui Ija 

Bo comen hithir, •nQ miy me nat ifinde. 
He maic me hoUm falfe and eke unkmde. 
Aad out Ihe cometh, and ifiir biiti gan fpien 
Buth wittilmhcrt^andeke with hereien. 
And iboaght'l wol him lelUn of my drede Ijj 

Bath ofihclioDefleand of iny dede ; 
And at the lali her love ihaa hath fhe foondc 
Ybctiog with hii hclis on the pounds 
Al blody'. aad therwithal abided flu fleru. 
And like the wawisquappcbcj:ail hethertc, i 160 
And pale aiboxcfhc woie, and inslhrowe 
Avilldhcr, and gan him welldkoowc. 
That it was Pyramus, her herie crre: 
O I who cuutd writia whichea dedly dure 



> 
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Hath Thilbc now ! und how her here (he reiit,. .165 
And how ihe gan berfelfin to tutmfcnt) ... 
And how (he lieth andiwpunich 00 the gcoiiDd^ . 
And how ihe wept oitttitk ful his Msounde, ■ ^ ' 
How medlith fteiiis Mode with lw»>coinpiaktt/' 
How with her blqd her felvio gon^e pu9«i : . - X70 
How cHppith'ibe thcred ded cor£ev^3*-i; .'. .Vv.l .. 
How doth tl^U wofid TiiiflM ui.th»iiaai^/ lii^'i ! !.. 
How kiflith ihe his ft ofty tnouthe ^i«oidci& i m .1 1 1 . 
Who hath don tM^^AftdlwhftlMaiiftiL'Cdbbldei ' 
To fleen my life ^•'Ilpeke my Pyra&at^ . . ; 1 ,1 1175 
I am thy Thifbe thsls tbr«aUuhrUn»^r -.ud nb::s(i . 
And therwithaij&eitftkhAuprhiiibtfdiild'ic'zLv.Lr i./.. 

This wbfuU ma^v^^ait was nat f«H|iided^ )' 1 
Whan that he henAdjAii iiame.o£lI!hiflae «rtt%^. > .. 
On her.heaiSlll^hfi^f/dedljtSfcn^f* u-.h rftiw itSo 
And dpun ^^aiiie,'uid ^fisUUlh u^ithft^oArtew :;/ 

Thifbe rift up wkbcMitiB iiotfe>dl> loft^ s ri i c ; !. :: . 
And faw her wimplfi 9tid hk eao^tfjif Hmkn di I . . 
And eke his fwerde,- that him ktthiid^irMkfMi,. 
Than fpake (he thu»|:My woltil handoi^^iibdiht) 
Is flrooge inqvgft;in:faclie aiworkejto. ihCt^ '■ -• i^ 
For love ihal yeve nk» Arcngtb and ii««diflfflb: : 
To make.n&iy '^ditad^tege inongbif gcffniri? iv- -. . 
I wol the f9kiwea dedi^ andl wol hA :.{J. ::ii ^ .. 1 
Felawe and caufe^ke.of tby dechv49>Mlfli«)! 499 
And though that nothing fave the.dcth only 
Might the fro the depjirtin tfewily," " ^ 



Thou Diilt no more departio now fro mt 
Than fro [ht dcth, for I »d1 go wiih ihe. 

Aod now, jc nrcichid JFloufe fdthii* our. 
We thic ywena whilom childrro youft 
"We prayin yoo wichoDlin more Favie 
TIbi in D griTiwE both niotm lie. 
Seat lone bath brought utto iJiIiptouieade: 
And rightwife God id ercry lovir ftnde, 
That loviihtrewly, more profptriK 
Than Fvir bad Pyramusxnd rhilbe. 
And let DO gealil womaa Iter iKwe 
To pvttia her ia foche to moam : 
But God [orbidbn tbat » wanutt CBI 
Ben u tme and ai laviDg w ■ man, 
And fgrmf put .1 Aialanoaklkitb:; 
And with that word bii fwerd flic taUfWith, 
That warme was of her Iot'u blade and bote. 
And to ihehsn^lbe herfelTKi Cnoce. 

And thai are Thiflx' and PifnniBiago; 
Of cmriiRM t fiodin ^t fewe mo - 
In almy boUt fare thtt I^ranBf, 
Aadtheifbn have I fpokinof bimtliiu, 
For it i> dtinte to at antn to fiode 
A man that tin In lo*c be tnweotid Uodn. 

Here male je fiaie, what lorirfo lie be, 
A womiB darcand can u nel u he. 



lb thiL-zmdinfthifie i/BaiyJaKt 



THE LEGENDE OF DIDO 



OLoiicandboDOUTiVirgilc Maatuul, 

Be [a thy nime, and I flu) it 1 can 
Foiowe thy Unteme aa thou jocll bifoTM, 
How Maeis to Dido »uforrwanie 
Id thine ^neide, and Nlfo Wol t lake 
The tcDour and the grec (ffedis mike. 
Whan Troie ybroughl wai to diOrudioD 
B^ GrekisQcight.andDainelyby Siooa 
Fainin^ the horfe ofTrid unto MiDerse, 
Thnigh which that many a Trojm muftftcrre. 
And Hcftor hadaflir hisdethaperet), 
And Gre fo wodc tbat it tnight nat ben fiered. 
In bI the noble toHre of iHoD, 
That of the cite wat the chete dongeon, 
And al the cuanti« wai to lowe ibrought. 
And Ptiamui the king fordone and naught, 
And^neas wa« chargid by Venui 
To fliin a wait, he lokc itfcaniut. 
That wai bi« fua. in hit right bande and Hedde, 
And on his backe he bare and nitJi him ledde 
His old^ fathir clcpid Anchib), 
Andby the waichit wifECreufihelefe; 
And niokit forow had he in fai« minde 
Etthal he could hiifctawlhipyfinde, 
n'-z-t X. ? 



But 71' (lit hit, whan he had 'bcm yfininde, 

HeniTidc'llcHircdyiiiaccltalneftiiaDdc, 

AnU III the fe fut fafl he gau him hie, 

An^ fjilith forthwith al his companie 

Towards rtaile, bb wold I'Mftmc; 

But'.fhiia>rnlurl>iinihelb 

14 'is nat to purfiorefur tn TpcliEdf henr. 

For it accurdith nal to my matcre; 

But ax I faid, of him and of Dido 

Shal be my taM tjl that I hav« do. 

So Icnge he failid In the falte fe 
Til ia I.ibye DUiieth arrivid he 
With Ihippih revin, and no more D3>ir, 
AndglaJ he waftolondi for to hie. 
So W15 he wiih the tempeft al to Oiake; 
Aoci n'han thu he tht hivin h»l itahc 
He iiad a knight Was callid AchatM, 
And bimof all hit felawlhip he chefc 
To gone with him the eonntre for t>dine. 
He rt toke with him no more campanie, 
13ut funhe thci gon, and left hit fliippii fide, 
His fere and he, wilhouiin my guide. 

So lung he walkilh in tWn wildifnelTe 
Till at thelaft he met an hunlirefie; 
A bo we in hondc and srowishad Die, 
Her clothii cultid were unto the kne. 
But fhrr WB! yet the fairifl creature 
Thai csir waiifomiid by Nature, 




And jXnrai and Achates Ihc ftn>tr. 

And thus (he ta'hcntfpalic whui fhe'hem met: 

Saweye^(qi)odilK) aiyehan Hatlcidvridc, J5 
Any of nijr Aiflrin *«lke you brfide. 
With any wilde boreor«thir btft. 
That theL have humid loin ihiaforeft, 
Ituckidiip, wiiharowesin thercaaij 

Naie, foihly, lidie, (quod thii jEnea») (o 

But by thy beaut e, as it thinkitb me, 
Thou mightift DC»ir ycrthly wnman be, 
liul Phabus fullir irc chou ai I gcfie. 
And if fu be that ihou be 3 goddeOe 
Have merde oo our labour and oDrtro. 65 

1 D'ain no gaddelTe fothly, good Die tllD, 
For maidiii] waJkin io fhis counlre here 
With aroMTci and with bow in thia manere; 
I'hi' i< the relme of Libyc there ye ben. 
Of wh iL-he that Dido ladie is and queue j 7a 

And Shanly tolde aU the oecafion 
Why Dido came into that tegion, 
Of whiche as now me Uftith nat to rhime; 
It ncditb nat; it n'ere but lolTe of titnei 
Fur thli iaall and fame, it was Venus, JS 

HiiOviai mothlr, thu fpake with him thus; 
And to Carthage flie bade he (hould him dight, 
And vanilbid anon out of h» fight. 
1 could folowin worde for worde Virgile, 
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This nolilc Qoent, ihat ciepid w»b Dido, 
Thai whilom was the wife nrSichxo, 
That (iirir wii by fen llian ihe bright fonce, 
Thia noble loune of Cirthige hath bigonne. 
Id whiche (be leignith in To gretc honour 
Thai fltcwashaldin of ill qucnis flour 
UfgCQliUi)irc,otfredDnie,aaiibmite, 
That wril vru him that migh [ her onift Ct, 
Of Itingii and of lordis fe dcHrcd, 
'1 hat all [hE wnrtdi: her beaace hid ifired. 
She ilode fn well in every wijht'is grace, 

Whin.aineas wa. come unld iht place. 
Unto the maiflirtemple' of all theioun. 
There Dido was ia her devodoun, 
Full privily hiiwaie than hath he nome: 

1 c^n not faine if that it be pofTible, 
But Venal hod him mikid invidble, 
ThuE< faith the bolte, witboulin any lefc. 

Aud whan thik JEneas and Achates 
Il:idJin in thi> temple ben ovirall. 
Than foundin thei ilepainlid on a «all 
How Troie and all the lande diftroyid wa>; 
Ali.^ that 1 wa» borne! (quodjEneas) 
1 borntiefi the world our Ibune h tid lb wide. 
Now it ispaintid upon every Ode: 
All we that werin in profpcrite 
Ben now difclaundrid, and in fochc degrei 



tlalengillw.toliTia lD«kepc; >. . . 

And wiih llut wprd.he bn& out for ta wepe I 
So teadirly that roudl it wu toleiiej 
. i:hufreOii.lu]ie,ofthccitoQHeiie, 
Stode in the temple' in ber ellale roitU^ 
So richily and eke fd faire wilhall, 
So yong, lb lufUe, with her cyia glsJe, I 

That if thai God ihw heriD and yerfb iMde 
Would haic 1 love, {or beiMc and fodaOefie, 
And wominhede, and Croutlt and (emelioefle. 
Whom Oiould hi! loiin but thit ladic Twetc f 
There a'i% do irpinan m hitnJi*Jf fo mete. t 

Fortune, that hadi ihe worJdio ftoilrnanace. 
Hath fadiinly brought in fg d«*c ■ chiuoce 
That nevit was there yet fo (rened a nat, 
for all the compaoi* of MaoMt 
Which that we nenid have lornE io ^fe, I 

Arivid is nought ferre fro iJut dtc. 
For wliiche the greliU of his lordii Ii>ma 
By aiiniute ben Vt thccitc dome, 
UdIo thit Utnt Mmplc for te icke 
The Queue, ando^hec toconr her befeke, 1 

Eoche rcnonie wu ttur (prong el her Kodenet. 

And whan thM thci hRd toldc all ther diHrefs, 
And all thcr tempcfi led aU ihu hud cafe, 
1'nlo the Queue app*tidj£ne«i|.. - ^ 
And opinly bckmncihaiit wuhe) 1 

Who haddiq joie than biK ^ atiet, 

Fiij 
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Thai haddin foand iher lorde, ther govimour ? 

The qvtnt raw that thci did him foche honon 
And had hcid oft ofJEnaitc tho, 
J^id ill her herie the had roulhe and wo 
Chat evir Tiiche a nohic man at he 
Shall ben dilheritid in foche defre. 
And fawe ihc man ihat he was like > knight. 
And fuffifauat of perfone and of might. 
And likt to ben a very gencilman. 
And well hi] wordii he befettin can. 
And had a noble vihge for the DoriM, 
And fcrniid well of br»wne and eke of bonu. 
And aftirVenub had faehc faireneffe 
That no man miRhi b^ halfe fo faire I geffo. 
And wtl; a lorde hijn femid for to be ; 
And for he was a ftraung ir, fomwhat flte 
Ylikid him the bet, a< God doe bote, 

•r<,/^,/M oft,. ,™; tib,g hfii., 

Anon her hef te hath pite of hi* W«, 
■And with that pi te love ycamealfOi 
■And thus for pite and for gentilncSB 
Refrrlhid mafi he ben nf his diflfcffe. 

She fayid cerlis ihat Ae forie was 
I'hat he hath had foche perill and foche caai. 
And m het frendly fpeche in this manere 
Sfieiohimfpake, andfaiedasyemaiehcre: 

Be ye nai Venus fonne and Anchifes ? 
In godc fiith all the wotlhip and encrero- 
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ThU I iDiie godely doca joa je Oail hn«; 165 
VoDt OiippU uid joor mrioi Hull I &k: 
And niiny' ■ gsDtiU worde Ou fpake him U, 
And coinDuuiulid ha meAogin to go 
The &in£ date withoatin ui j bile 
HiaOiippUlM'tolekeaod'bemTitaikj 170 

Full nunf' * btfi (he to the ftipph l^t. 
And with [he wine flu gui 'hem to prtCent, 
And to her roi*ll pildt ihe bcr fpedde. 
And JBnea* ilinie with her Ihe ledde. 

WhatDsdithyDathe teftii todifcriTc? ijj 

He nenr bet U sfe «» ia iui Uvei 
Full wu the feu of deintiea ud ridiefle, 
Of i[iIlnimei»ci,offoi)g, andofglAdaefle, 
And muy' an ama'ron* lokiog ud deiile. , 

Thi9.£neHi>ooiDatopandiIe iSo 

Out of the rwolowe'of hell, uid thna in jote 
RemembrithhimofbiiellateiiiTrole. 
To daunGug cluiDbrii full of paranKDtei, 
Of rith^ beddit ud of oniameiuei, 
This^neai it ledd* ifiir tha mete ; iSj 

And with the Qucne wluui thu he hid f Icu, 
And fpicii putid, uul the wine ^^on, 
. Unco hit chanibir wu he Ud anon 
To talie hit e£a aAd for to have bis refi. 
With all his fulke to doen what To "hem left. Iigo 

There ne wa« conrfir well ibrldlid none, 
Ne ftedJ for thejaOi^ welt lo gone, 
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KcUrgi ptaUtey (lie (<,t (lit nUnti, 
Nc jtwai yfrst fullof ridie flonci, 
Nrirackii^ullofguld, □IUi):c wiglu, 
Ne mbic dgds that (hii^Hh biighl by ui^ht, 
Ke gcDtiU KauiiD bukiui hicoacic, 
Ncdioucde forJiane, or wiUl- bure, or dtct, 
tie cuppe of jjumiwichfluruini iKweihctte, 
That in iliE IdDilc uf Libye niaic ben gtuo 
I'haE Dido nc batb JEam il iicnl, 
And all is payid Whai that be hatliipcol. 
'Ihutcsa llfis worthy 1>ucd« h<i geHiicaU, 
AsfbethatcaDinfrrdoiuepllIui.all^,.. : 

^ncasfuthetybkc, wiUioutiDldc, ,: 
lUihRnt iDhiifhippu.by AdulH ■ ■■■ 
Afiir lusruJUK^Bbdafurricbeibinges, ' 
Both fci^plre, clothis. brochii, and eke ringM, 
Some for to were, andfonic (or toptdenc 
I'o her that all there noble thingn him feet,- 
And bad lii^fonne bow that he Ibould ymalt* 
'I'he prcfcntiug, a;id to the Quece it take. 

Kepairid i> this Achate^ again. 
And JEpeu roll blisfnll a uid fain 
To rein hiiyimgefonne Arcmiui, 
Fur unto him it wai leportid ibui. 
That Cupida, that a the god of Lotc, 
Ai prayir tif his ihuthit hie above, 
Yhad the l^en«9e ofthc thilde iukc, 
Thii noble Qucce ensmouisd for to miike 



I 



Od JEneat; b« li-qrttat t afy t u e t ■ 

Bc>the.imie,lmd»-of iMiocDrej ' - 

BotToth ii thii, the-Qiieiie bth outblMh^Acn 
Vmto thii ehilde Hoi woodi^wu M ftc^' 
AodofthepnlciitthuihiifialilFlcM- ' ' S15 

ShethaDkidtumfnlloftingAdsenteDlJ. 

ThDaiiChiiQaEnalnptdMiiicepiidiiii^' '. 
With all ihefe Dcwi bflic Mke of TVi^ > ' 
AndoflbcdediibKhftciiioreeaqBanii' ' ■ 
Of JGneu, uid (U cbt fterie leied :'''-. . 334 
Of TroM, wd 4U^ ]aog« due thdtmia 
Emcudidia for M fpdu ud to pUle, 
Of whiche there gui tn btedio foche aflrc^ 
That felie Dido liath now Ibehe dtBw 
With.£nea<l)M'iM<irtgcft(od(tc SJJ 

That lUhnfa loft kst hrve ind die her h^ 

Now to tile' rfoA,' Bov to the'frajte, ef all 
Wh J I hiTC told dii* ftoric'«J«l telliD IImU. 

ThuiIbcl^mis.ltEllliipoDaniftht,* . 
Whan that the oIBbc oprafid had her li)^, 140 
ThiinobleQneiKmtDhEmfrywnit, - 
Sin lighid Ton, and gba her fclf tonrueat, 
Ghe walkitfaj^ralowsh,' and made tOMOf bnled, 
Ai doen thefe 16tin, u 1 ban herdMed, 
And at the Jalle mto harfoftir Anne ' 345 

She made her nooe, a^d right thai fpskcike dun i 
■ Kow, deri faftir mine I what maie it be 
That me agaOidi iti nijr drape ^ (qood Ihe) 



TJij,:ikeTieivcTr<'jiiDii.foiDiiiyihon?lit, 
l"f r Ihat mi thinioth he is fo weU iwronght, : 
An AtU^/d likely for to heo i rnun, 
Ai;d tlicrwjtlralllo mfliiUgode he can, 
Thu. ill rr.y lo»c wd iifclkth io liU cure I 
Hase ye nat herd bita toll bisaiiiiture ? 
Nowce»(i«, Anpe.if thit ye rede me, 
1 ivtldin &ia«>lii[n Iwoddidbe: 
This is (he tSD&{ whit ffiiJuld I more foine ? 
In him lieih all lo due me li« ordeinc. 

Hgr fuflwjlrne, ai flic liut coud her frode, 
Sjid as her ^h^uph^ and fonidele H wilhftode; 
But hereof i&iColoiigirerniDCing 
It were [o long Wmakintcherfirg) 
^i« finiJl}-. itmaienotbewithiionde, 
Xove woli J'loTC, fur no wifihl aro'J it wonde. 
The datoniDg uprift out of ihei fahe fe, 
T hii r.mn(ou6 Qucnt chatgilh htrm' inc 
The nettis drpffij, and fperti.broUeiod keliC) 
An:Iiuii>ie« woUihit luUiefrdlie QocDe,- 
Snprrcltithh«lbijnewejolic-w»! ■ 
To horfi: ijallhor hflit folk* Jgo, 
lJnt(ltJie«b«n't:b« hound it bdn ibronght, 
^iid upon (Durfii'fwift ■> iaj thoaght 
Her yongfi knightie hevin all about. 
And of her woniCD tfce an hege rout : 
trpmi a lliitle palfnie, papirnhite, 
W'jfJi fad(llrcadej(ribro»did-wilhdclitc. 



xso.ior oiso ^. ai» CiA&THiios; fx 

Of golde the h»am,up enbdiCfihigliVrrt i-.'.t^-.r- . 
Sate Dido, all in golde and pqrrejHv ffig|i,.'t '.^-r ■ 
And (bsis £ure ati iC the bright^ nonxttre - . ' ' / -. <* " . . 
That hcUth fide fbliiis of ni^liidonMln^V! ! : t . hSo 
Upon a courfir flartHhg at thefipc,' - . li^ii *j • j - : . • 
Men mightin toorhe him with alittkwii'ew''- - 

But -flSneas, like Pfaobus to dem!^* •''■ •':.••-•"» 
So was h^ firefli arayidin his wifei' - . f ' ?' lo ■ »•. v.* j . 
The fomie bridiil^ with^ebitte'aCgdld, ':.. : ^- ^985 
Govirnith he right asiiimfclf hatJL.woold;ji.. i .*. .. 
AndfGrtfiethiftnoble■Quene, UiitJiwiic^jidai.. ^ 
On hunting, with this Trojan by 'facfvfide.'. • 
The herde of hartis fbundin is anop', . , - 1 • ' t « i -"' . ' . 
With Hey go bet, pricke thou, le^gdn,:let gand nap 
Why n*il thcUoocominor the berey'i^i • i- ,r /.- • 
That I might him ones mctin with diatffere!?. 
Thus fiin this yongdfolke, and up.'thsl kill, f-: 
The wlkl6 hartia, and have 'hem-Btifeher^milL' • ' ' 

Emong all this to rdmblin gaa' thcHcvkns,' ' j i29'5 
The thondir rorid with a giiily fle«en, .' '. ; ■; v .' . 
Doone uune the rain, with haiie and iktfo £afb^ 
With hevin's fire, that made ib ibre agaft : 
This noble Quene andalfo her meia2» ^ ' ' • • 
That eche of 'heni was glad awaic to'fle ;' - - 3C0 
And, fhortly, frotbe tempeft her toiitc. : : 

She fled her felf'into a little cave, 

And with her west thi» ^aeas alfo^ . ■ 
I n*ot with *hem if ther went ;^)t3iio> : 



n lie. or DIEO «.. DF CARTHAOe. 


1 


The luflour mahitli of It no mcncion; 


l"! 


And h*K began chedepe affcfiion 




Bitwiii'litoj two; chr>»» [lit firft^morowe 




Of tier gJidneffc nod pbb\bs "flier forowe. 




For there hath Macxi iknclid fn, 




And toldc her >U h» hen tind all his wo. 


3"> 


And fworne fo depe to bcr Id he true 




Tor well or wo, and chaungiu for no newe. 




And as a fiUe loric ft. well en pUin. 




That filie Didorcwid oo hii paic. 




Toke him fbr huibond. and became his wife 


3'J 


For evirmore, while th^t -hem lail thulde life i 





And afiir thli, whan that the tempeft HeotCt 
With mirth oat •■ the! eunc homeward »hei went t 
I'lie wickid fame nprofe, and that anna. 
How iEneu hath with the Quene igoB 3»o 

'oto the cave, anddemid ai'bem lift ; 

And whan the King (that Yatbaihighl) it wlft. 

As he that had her loved evir hialife. 

And wowid her to havin to his wife, 

Soche Ibrow'as he hath makid and foche cfaere 3»J 

It is a routheand pitefor to here; 

But as in love all date it happith fo 

That one niall laughin at an othir'i wo. 

Now laughlth ^nea», and is in joie 

And more tichelTe than evjr was inTroie. 33O 

O felie woman, fuU of innocence. 
^ull of pite, of imtlie, and coDtuieDcel 



> 



Wtialmakid yoatoii<cn totrudinYo? , 
liave ye foche rooihe upon ther fwnid wo 
Anil hi»e foche old inramplisyou beforne ? 
Se ye nal all how thit thei ben forfwome? 
Where fe ye one that he nc' hith laftc h[s Icie, 
Or ben unkinde, or doeti her fome milihtie, 
Or pillid her. or hodld of his dcde ? 
Ye maie as wt-'l ii fcne as ye male r*de, 
Takith hede now o[ thii grere gentiiman, 
't^isTrojsii, that fo nell her plefin can, 
I'hal Linith him fo true and obeifin^. 
So gentill anil fo privic' r{ hit doin^, 
And can fo well doen pII his obcifaunce, 
And wBitithhcrstfeA»and atdaunce, 
And whan (ht^ocditn trmpic' and home again, 
And faflin till he hithitis ladie fein. 
And betin in hit deviC.fcr her f*ke 
NVt I nac what, and fDnE;i« would lie make, 
Juflin, and dDtnofarmi, many thinges. 
Sendf her Icitirt. tDkint, brochis, and ling*), 
niih how he Jhalhisladyferve: 



The.. 



a. hew 



irillfor. 



Forhupgirandfor inifchefe inlhe fe, 
And dcfobte. and Seddc fro ht< conntre. 
And !.[' his fuUe with tempefl all to driven, 
bhc hsih her body and eke hi.r relme yeveo 
Into Ills hocde, there ai flic might have ben 
Ot uthir Ivide than of Carthage a queue. 



TO' '^ V ^. {»U« «rU out the' 



^1 



LEG. or DIDO ^. or CAHTtt A«I. 75 

Oonjurith him, and pro£e*rith him to be 

His thrall, his fervanot, in the beft dcgrtt, $go 

She fallith him to fate, and fownith there, 

Difchevilid with her bright gildid here, 

And faieth. Have mercy ! let me with you ride, 

Thefe lordis whiche that wonain jne befide 

Well me dcftrayin onely for your fake ; 3 95 

And if ye woUe me now to wife ytake, 

As ye have fworne, than woii I yeve you leve 

To flaen me with your fwerde now fone at eve. 

For than yet (hall [ dyin as your wife; 

I am with childe, and yeve my childe his life : 4C0 

O mercie, LordeJ have pite in your thought* 

But all this thing availith her right nought, 

Por on a night he ileping let her lie. 

And dole awaye into his cumpany, 

And as a traitour £orthe he gan to faile 405 

Towardis the large countre of Itaile ; 

And thus hath he iaft Dido' in wo and pine, 

And weddid there a ladie hight Lavine. 

A clothe he Iaft, and eke his fworde ftanding. 

Whan he fro Dido ftale in her Aeping, 4 10 

Right at her bedd'is hedde, fo gan he hie 

Whan that he ftale awaie to his navte. 

Which cloth whan felie Dido gan awake , 
She hath it kifte ful oftin for his fake. 
And faid,.Swete cloth ! while Jupiter it left 415 

Take my foule, unbinde me of this unrcft, 

-.C4j .- . . 



. 


^ 


I ha« fdfiUcd of Fortune all .h= court: 


t 


Aodthu", aUs! wilhoutinhi»foi:curfc 


.« 


Twemie timi' ifwnunid hslh fhc ihsn. 


« 


And »hiHi that (he biiCd her follir Anne 


>4 




4 


So grett i«u(h r h«tn it for to tnditc. 


^ 


And bid htr Boticc and her fuilrin BOn 


i| 


To fetcliin Srtsrd oihir ihirga anon. 




Andri)r;<<th.tlheirDulde(icn&C( 


411 


And whan ft>e might her time welUrpIe 




XJinii the fire nf facrlfict ftefiertc. 




And with his f.v.jrdf llir ruie her to the hcrte 


•' 



Butatminlaua^'urfaithyctthiiJliel'eide. - > 

Orihe wuhiHlin, bcfortteor fbcdeide, ..,, ,MZ^ 
She wrote at letire'anon. and thu* began : 

Right fo (quod Ihc) » the nii&vhjl« fwan 
Ayenl) hisdethbcgitinith for to ling:, 
Right fa to you 1 make mj complaining. 
Not that I irowe to gettin you again, 43J 

For well [ wote that it a al in vam. 
Sens chat the goddt! ben contrarioui to me. 
But fin my name a loft throughyou (quodlhe) 
I maie well lefe a worde on you or letter, • 
All be it 1 1hill be nevlr the better, AA° 

For thilkfrwind that blewe your Oilp awale 
The fame winde huh blowe awaie your &ie i 
Sui whofawol al this lettre' have in mindc 
Kede Ovide, and iuhioi be {ball it £nde. 444 

^^S^ui <Hial, tbtLtgmdi of Dido ^nt cf Cartbap. 



HYPSIFYLE AND MEDEA. 

BOO Tott of filSe loTJrii. Duke Jtfon. 
lou Deti, devouiir, and conFufioB, 
gentill women, gratil creiitarn, 

lon midifl ihy reclaiming wid thj \ara 
I ledin of ihy fcithiidie ipanpoce, 
id of ihy wordii farGd with plcCiuDce, 
id of thy fainid irouTh and thy muere, 
ilh thine obctifiaiice anit humble chere, 
:d with thiDc [oBoterCeitid pain aod nn, 
en nihirralCn one thou faXid Two. 
oftin fwore thnu thai ihou wouldift die 
-love whan thoancfeltiamaladic 
'f foule dclite, whittle ibac thou callill love i 
hat I live thy name Oiall be yflioie 
Bnglifhi, ihn ihy dcFript ball be knawe : 
ve at thr, Jifon ; now ihin horn ta bidw. 
[ ccrtitiii* iinihiroulfa and wo 
at Lcitc wl;li .'aITc laiin werkith (b. 
' thei fliat h:ive well bcttir [oTe andchere 
an he that hithabou^iin love full derc, 
h:tdln artniaminy'a bloodiebDie, 
' ay as isndie' a capon eteih the fia, 
nugh he be fall, and haih the foule bettaled, 
Ihill the godcmiQ that therefore hath paied; 
Giij 



Althoujth he haTetDlhe'nponfkil) and right 
Thciilte Soa well bave tii^ pari ai night : 
On J>[^D thi« enrimple' L< well i&De 
Ey Hvpfi(iyla' and Midci iht queue. 

In rhcirklie, w OTide lelliih ui. 
There wa« i kiilght (hat bighiia Peieos, 
Thit had 1 hroihir whichc thai hifhtJEIoa; 
And whan for agi he tni^itit aaaechii gon 
He yave lo Pcleuithe go«rninf; 
Of allhiirejj^c, and made him lorde tad king; 
Of ohichc^ron this JaToD gcttis waa. 
That in histime in all that land [hue n'aa 
Mai foche i livnem koighl of i;emillefl>l,i .. 
Of fredoine, of ItreDfrChe, aod ci laKiBcOe. 
Aftir his fathii'idMh he bare his fa 
That there n'u none thai lift to ben hiifce, 
Dutdidhim alf honour and companie. 
Of whiche thi> Ptleot haih grete em'se. 
Imagining; thu Jafon might ybe 
Enhannfid lb, and- put in fadie degrc, - 
With love orinrdisofhittegioUD, 
That fromhiireipnihemaiebe pncadoDn, 
And in hh wit anight compafiid he 
How thi« Jjfon might befl didroykj be, 
"Wilhoutin fclaundir of his compafincm ;' 
And at the lalt he toke aiifjment 
That (D ftnde him into fome ferre countre, 
i.i Jafoji maic dJUroyid be : 



■> 



X/EG. or HTPSIPTLR AND MKDIAb ^ 

Tkis was his wit, all made he to Jafon 

Grete chere of loke aod of a£fe&ioD» 

For drcdc left that his lordis it efptde. - 55 

And fo bifell it, as fame ronnith wide. 

There was fochc tiding or all, and foche looty 

That in an ifle that callid wat Cokhos, 

That ftonte beyonde I'roie eilward in the fe. 

There was a Ram which that men mightin fe 60 

That had a Fkes of Golde that fiione lb bright 

That no where was there foche an othir fight ; 

But it was kept alwaie with a dragoon. 

And many othir marvailes up and douB, 

A n d w ith two bullis makid all of bras, 65 

That fpittin fire, and mochil thing ther wai; 

But this was eke the tale nathdles. 

That who fo would ywinnin thilkd Fleea 

He muft bothe, or that he it winnin might. 

With the bulUs and with the dragon fight. 70 

And King O^us lorde was of that ile. 
This Peleus bethought upon this while 
That he his nevewejafon would exhort 
To failin to that londe him to difport. 
And fayid, Nevewe, if it might ybe 75 

That foche a worfhip might befallin the 
'i'hat thou this famous trefure mightift wis, 
And bringin it my region within, 
It were to me grete plefaunce and honour. 
Than were I holdia to quite thy labour, So 



And all Ihy toRls I well my M! m-jke, 
Aai diefith whu fnlkr thou woIl wnb the ok* 
l.et fe now, darflc ihou tikio ibit vohgc i ^ 

Jafon watyoUBg, sndlufUe of cai«ge, I 

And UBdirtokc to doen Ehia ilke emprirei i 

Anon Argus hit (hippiii gin devifc. i 

With Jafon went the ftrongfioui Hercules, H 
And many' IS othir thnc he wilh hioi cheii 
But who fo a&ith who ii with him goa -i 

1.K him rede tbe bake Argonsuticon, 
For he woU tcl auli ionginnugh. 
Fhilocretei iddti the faile np drotigh, 
Whan that the wiode was gode, and gan hioi lul 
Out of bis eonntre callid ThcffiUe, 

Bolongtheirailidin thefiltefe 

Tillio theileof Lemiumarivcdhe, 

Alt be tbh Bat lebtrCd of Guldo, 

YetfaicthOfidsiBfaiiBpillliiro; 

And of thiiildand ladie wa> and qsene 

The tiire and yoBge HvpGp^e the Jiene, 

That whilom rho» ttoughlir wa*, the king. 
HypCpyie wai gon in her playing. 

And roming on (he clevi^ by the fc; 

Undic a binke anoDC efpyid (he 

Where Uie the Oiippc that Jafon gon uiTc; i 

or her godenefle adonnc Ihc fendith blive 

To wetinif that any llrauDgt wight 

With lempcft thidir were iUowe anight. 



To iota 'hem fncmu', ai «u her abimce 

To fucth'rin ever} wight, and Aoo pleTaiuue 
Of mrybounte md of curliGc. 

This melTangir adnnDe him |pa lo hie, 
And founde Jafcn and Herculo alfe. 
That in a coegc (o londc Hcrin igo 
'Hem lo re&(lhin and to t*ke the aire, 
Thr moronningattcmprenM and flirt, 
Antt in th« waie chi>iiieBui);ir'heminHKi 
Full conningly thtfc lordia tvo he grette. 
And did his melTdfrt, aflclDg'hcin idod 
If ihei wer btokin cir oujtht wo bipjB, 
Or had nedeof ladefmtnor of viiaile? 
For of fut^cour ihcj ftinuldin nothing fiule, 
For it wan uttiriy tbt Quen'is wilL 

J?f<'n anfttctid mektlv aod flitl. 
My ladie (quod he) thapke i hertily 
Of hngndemfTc; umcdith trniiy 
Notliiui; as now. but that wc werie be, 
AndcominfoTtopbieuDtoflheC: 
Till that (he winde be beitir id ourwae. 

Tiiis l^iu romith by the eliffc to pUie, 
Withhernyine, endioDK upon the ftronde. 
And lindith Jafnn and thii othir flonde 
In fpekinj; of this thiog, 11 1 yoQ told. 

This Herculw and jifongao behold 
Knw thai the Quene it wa^ and fiiie her grett 
Anon right ai thei with thM tidie mece. 



Andflieloire htds, and knewe by ther manere. 

By ihermiak, by wordii, iod by chcre. 

That it wetc i^ntillnicii of i^ere dcgrc, 

And to the cailk with ber Icdiih flie ■ 

Thefc ftriung* folic, aod doilh 'hem gret honor. 

Aadafkith'heinoftranilcuiiJorimbor 

Th»t Ihci hi»e fuBHd in tkeUlti tc; 

So that within a dait, or two er (hre. 

She kneire by ihe* foike that in bit IhippU I>e 1 

That it wa.]«fon, full of renomi, 

And tlercules, that had the greti loos. 

That foDghtin the ivtntorwof Colcho., 

And did 'bem honour more (h»ii before. 

And with 'htia deled evir longir the more. 

For thei ben wonhy foIke withobtia lefc. 

And namely mofte (he fpake with Hcicales. 

To him hu herte (be bare, an he fboiiM be 

Gadde, wi£e, and aas, of wor4it aviTe, 

WithontinufAtiraicAJiM 

Of love, or otbir imagiaacim. 

Thii Hercaletbath thia Jafen To preifed, 
ttttt to the rant ke bath him up rcifed. 
That half«.fb inie a man then: ti'st of love 
Undir the cop« of heven thai is above. 
And hewa*wil<, haidie, fecrete, and riche. 
Of thefe iii poioti* there n'at non him Uche, 
Of ftWkniw JMffid he and lolliehedde 
All tbo tiku Uvia and lU the bca deddf. 



Lia. or HTPitrTiB and mb^sa* 8^ 

Thereto fo grete a gentillman was he, 1^5 

And of Thefialie likely king tb be; 
There n*as no iacke but chat he was a^aft 
To love, and for to fpekin fliamdiaft; 
Him had levir himfelf mardir and die 
Than that men fliould a lovir him efpie, 1 70 

As woldd God above that 1 had give 
My blode and fleflie, £0 that I might Uto 
With the honest, that he had anght where a wila 
For his eftate, for foche a laftie life 
She fhouldin ledin with this luftie knight : X 75 

And all this vras compaflld on the night 
Betwizin Jafon and this Hercnles: 
Of both thefe two here wat a flkrendi lefe. 
To come to honfc upon an innocent. 
For to bedote this Quene was ther entcnt. x8o 

And Jafon is as coie as is a maide ; 
He lokith pitoufly, but naughe he faied; 
But frely yave he to her coonfailera 
Ycftis full grete and to her officen. 
As would God that I lefir had and time xlj 

By procefle all his woeing for to rime ; 
But in this houfe if a falfe lovir be. 
Right as himfelf now doeth right fo did he 
With faining and with every fubttU dede : 
Ye get no more of me but jt well rede X90 

Th'originall, that tellith all the caas. 
The ibthe is this, that Jafon weddid was 



ti LEG; Of tfrrsimt A>ID itftOtA*' 

Viico this Queoe, and toke of her fubilmiiBoe 
What fo him lift unto hie pqrveuuince; 
And Qpoa fabr begate he^childriii two. 
And droDgh hisfaiie, and fawe her nevSroMi 
A lettir fent (he unto him certain,. 
Which were tx> Idng to writin and to £ua, ' 
And him reprovith of hit grete onuooth. 
And prayitb him on her to have ibmt rooth, 
And en hia chihirin two : flie fated him ttua. 
That thei be like of aU2 thing iwia 
Xo Jafon, iiure that thei cooth nat begiie s 
And prayid God or it were longi while 
That fhe that had his herte ireft her fro 
Mote findio-him imtrne and falfe alfo. 
And that fhe mufie both her childrio fpiUy 
And alld tho that fufiritfa him his will. 
And true to Jai'on was Ihe all her life, 
And evir kept her chafte as for his wife, 
Ne nevir had ihe joie at her herte. 
But dyid for his love of forowcs fmerte. 
.'tTo Colchisicomin is this Duke Jafon, 
That is of love devourir and dragon, 
As matire appetitith forme alwaie. 
And from forme into forme it paflin maie, 
Or as a welid that were botomies ; 
night fo can falfe Jafon have no pees 
For to dclirin through his appetite 
To doen with geutillwcman his delite; 



•N 



Thii it hU lufte uid hii felldle, 
JaTau !• romid forthc la the cite 
Thit whilom depid wu Jifonicoi, 
That wuthe muAirconne of stl Colchdt, 
And hath itoUe ibe ciure of hi) caailog 
VtitoJEiai, ui that couatte kiog, 
Priyinj! him that he mall doen hii aflai< 
Tu (■«« the Flece of Goldc if thtt he tniie, 
Of whiche the Kiag affenlith » hii bane, 
Aud datb him honoar ii it ti tn done. 
So ferfurih that hii doughlir uid hit heire 
Medea, whicbe that waa To wife and faire, 
"Hiat fairir fawe there nerir man with eye. 
He made her doen to Jafon compaole 
At mete, and Cttin bjr him in the hall. 

Now WKi Jafon afeniclfmaa wiihall, 
Axidlike alorde, aodhad a grete i-emuB, 
And of hii loke roisll at s lionn, 
Andgodcheof hiifpeche and famlliere, 
Andcoudof lovcthecratt and art pleoers 
Withoutin boke, with creriehe obrcrTaunce i 
And at Fortune her ought a fbnle mifchltmca 
She woie enamorid upnp thi) man. 

JaTon, (qtiod Qie)fot ought I fe or can 
Ai of ihii thing the whiche ye bea abouti 
Yeandyonr felfyeput inmochildoHbl, 
For whofo wollchitaiintureatchevs 
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Withoutin dcth, but I his helpd be ; 
But nath^les it 18 my will (quod (he) SJQ 

To forthrin you fo that ye fluU nat die. 
But turnin ^uiide home to your rhiffiilw. 
• My right £ur lady ! (quod thit Jafoa chb)- 
That ye have of my dcth or of my "W^ 
.^ y regardt, and doen me thi* hononr. t JJ 

I wot wel that my might ne my labour 
May nat defervin It my liv*is daio^ ... 
pod thankd you there I ne can ne male s ^ 

Your man am f , and lowely you befeehc 
To ben my heipe withoutin mord fpeche | ste ' 

But certi« for my deth iha) I not fpare. 
Tho gan this Medea to him declare 
The peril of this cafe fro point to point. 
Of his batayle, and eke in what disjoynt ' 
He mote (londin, of whiche no creture %€$ 

Save oncly (he ne might his lyfe alTure: 
And fhortly, right to the poynt for to go. 
They ben accordid full betwyxe *hcm two 
That Jafon {hal her wedde as her true knight. 
And terme yfet to comin fooe at night 170 

Unto her chambre, and make there his othe 
Upon the goddes, that he for Icfe or lothe 
J>{e fhulde her nevir fiilfin nyght ne daye 
To ben her hulbonde whyle he ly vin maye. 
As (he that from his dcth him favid here ; a 75 

And hereupon at qigbt they mettc yfcrc. 






Ani doth hi> oche, ind goth nith her to bcddc ; 
And on ihe morowe upwvde he bim fpedde, 
For flic halh taught him how he tbal dm hyle 
The Fleet to wynoe and (linlia hit buiile, 1 

And Tavid hym hi'llfe and hit honour. 

Right through thefleight of hcrcnthaathneat. 
Kow hath Jafoa rhe Flefc. and home u went 
With Mrdc*. and trtCnvr^ full grtte wonBe : 9 
Bur unwyfte of hei falhirlhe ingntiBe 
To rhtffiityi with Duke Jafon her lefe. 
That aftirwirde hath hroujthr her to mifchefe, 
For an a iraytour he i< frnrn h'r go. 
And with her Irft J yong^ childrin two, 1 

And falfcly halh betrayid her, alail 
Anderin love a chcfe traylo» r he w», 
Ard wed<lid yet the thirde wyfe rnon, 
That wBi the doiightir of ihf KvfK f-wia. 

Thii i) the mtde of lni>yne ><>d giietdon 1 

That Medi-a receved cf Dukr J^rnn 
Rij(hi fur lier trouih and for her kyndireffe. 
Thai loved him hcti.t than her felf i prfie, 
And Icftc hcrfaihirand herherytage: 
And of Jafon <hi. in the vaffalape. 
Thai ill hi« dayea a'at nevir non yfounda 
So falfe a lovir gnyng on the grnunde ; 
And thtreiorc in her lettir thui (he fayd, 
FiHl when ihe of hia faUoefle bim nphrayd, 
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SS LIS. or Loc&ict or %outm 

Why lykid me thy yelowe h^re to fe $ef 

More than the bonndin of myD hendlc f 
Why lykid me thy yooth and thy hyttkMk^ 
And of thy tenge the* urfynite j(ratydiifikcl& t 

O ! haddeft tbon in thy conqneft ded fhe 
Ful mikii untrouth had there dyed with die. 
Wei CAB Oride her letrre* in terfe eodyte, 
Whiche.were a« now to k>ngd for to write. 3 1% 

mairoLowcra 

THE LEG. OF LUCRECE OF ROME. 

U« WE mote } fain th* exiiyng' of kyngia 

Of Rome for ther horible doyogis. 

Of the lafte kyoge SeztusTarqoinias, 

As faith Ovid and Titus Lyvius; 

But for that catife tel I' nat this ftorye, 5 

Bat for to prayfe and drawe in memorye 

The rery wyfe, the rcry true Lucrefle, 

That for her wifehode and her ftedfaftnefie 

Nat onely that thefe Panymes her commends. 

But that yclepid it in our Legcnde 10 

The gret -Vuftyn, that hath compaifioun 

Of this Lucrece that ilarfe io Romd toon. 

And in what wife I woll but ihortly trete, 

And of this thing I touch not but the grete. 

Whan virdea befiegid was ahoote 1$ 

With Romans that ful fteme werio and ftout, 



X>£G^ OF LUC&ECB OF ROBfEl 8f 

Fttl lof.gd lay the fiege, and Htil wrouf^hteo, 

^o that they wer half<^ yoil as*hem thoQghtea, 

And in hiA.play Tarquinius the yonge.. 

Gan for to jape, for he was lyght of tooge^ 00 

And fayid that it was ao ydle lyfe, 

Ko man dyd there no more than did kk wif«^ 

And let us fpeke of wiTis, that in beft^ 

Praife eV^ric man his own an him left, ; 

And with oar fpechis let us efe our herte. 35 

A knigh^(yclepid Colatin) up fterte. 
And fayid thus, Nay, Sir, it is no nede 
To trowin on the worde but on the dede; 
I have a wife (quod he) that as 1 trowe 
Is holdin gode of al that er her knowe, 30 

Go we to Ro^e to nyght and we ihul fe. 

Tarquinius anfwerde. That lykith me. 
To Rome they be coroin, and faft *hcm dtghte 
To CoIatynMs houfc, and downe they light, 
Tarquinius and eke this Colatine ; 35 

The huibonde knewe the efttrs wel and fyne, 
And ful prively into the houfe thei gone : 

Nor at the gate ne portir was there none. 
And at the chambre dor^ they abyde. 
This noble wife fate by her bedd'is fyde 40 

Difcheveled, for 00 malyce (he ne thought. 
And foft wol, faith Livy, that flie wrought 
To kepin her irom fiouth amd ydilneffe. 
And bad her feryaontes done tber beitnefle, 

Hiij 
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And alkith 'hem, What tidiogM herin y^t '^ 

How iiith meo of the fiege, howe Aolit be t 

God wol^ the^valiit were Adlto «db«iM|l- ^• 

Myn hufliDCMlIt to loagr out of thk towfil^ 

For whiche drede.doth me fonkf to-faMtttf^ 

RightM'a^iraadcUftyngfthtoiiitell^k •■ j 

Whaa I thiakin 00 thii or oiiiatfbiitiP'' 

Ood £iTe my loRle> I prvy jum fiir hu^ftttl 

And therwichBl fe teadirly gob wtft* '- • 

And of her werke ike toke no mtit^ kepe^ ■ 

Batmekilyihelethereyinfiil, = j 

And thilkefionbfauu fiite her we] wilikils ' 

And eke her terit, fulof honeftd, 

Embeliflid her^ wifely chmftkd ; 

Her countinaoBce it to her hertd dlgno, 

For thci accordidin in dcde and figoe. ( 

And whh that worde her halbonde Colatin, 

Or fhe of hix|i wai ware, came ftertiiag in, 

Apd fay id", Drede the oat for I am here : 

And ihe an^ ne up rofe with bliKful chere, 

And kyfled him, as of wivis is the wonne. I 

Tarquiniog, thio proudd kin{r*is fonne, 
Concevid hath her beaatie and her chere, 
Her yelowe here, her bountie', and her manere. 
Her hewe, her wordis, that fhe hath complained. 
And by no craft her beautie was nat fained, ^ 

And caught unto this lady fociie defire 
That in hit hert he brent as any fire, 




So wodely, that his witte WM til forgotten, ' 

For wel thought he (he (huldd nat be gotea $ 

And ajre the more that he was in difpaire ^5 

The more he coretith and thought her Mre; 

Hit biindd iufte was al his coveting. 

On morowe, whan the birde began to fyag, 

Unto the fiege he cometh ful privily. 

And by himfelfe he walkith fobirly, 8a 

The' ymage of her recording alway newe. 

Thus lay her here, and thus fre(h was her hew. 

Thus faM jbe, thus flie fpake, this was her chore, 

Thus faire flie was, and this was her manere ; 

Al this conceite his herte hath ocwe ytake, 85 

And as the fe with temped al to (hake, 

Tliat aftir whan the ftorme is al ago 

Yet woll the watir qoappe a daie or two. 

Right fo, though that her formi were abfent 

1*he plefaunce of her formi was prefent ; 90 

fiut nathelefle nat plefaunce but delite. 

Or an unrightful talent with difpite, 

For maugre her flie (hal my lemman be. 

Hap bilpith hmrdy man alway ^ (quod he ;) 

What end^ that I make it flial be fo, 95 

And gyrte him with his fworde and gan to go : 

And he forth ritt til he to Rome is come, 

And al alone his way that he hath nome 

Unto the houfe of Colatin ful right; 

Down was the funne, and day hath Jodjiie lyght ; ico 
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And in he come VDto A privk halk^y 
ADdinthcjughtfiiltlitfielyguilieibdlBe^ : . ^ 
Whan eTei7]ingfatwat.tolut reft ]rl»o«8lll^;-.> .^ 
Nenowigfcfcii^doftrefenfccheath angph t^' !- :>r 
Whethirbywind^morbyethirgins ■• - : -Si 
Wi^ fwcrde ydnwe ihortly he^coBiidi {a . : ■ 
There as flieUy« this noble wife Locrcccy' . 
JO^d as ihe woke her bcdde (he fcltia preiiii.i • 
What beft k tlwt (^nod flie) that waykh febni 

lamdbe'hiAg'iafdiuierarqiuaiBi, ; .SJ 

(Qij^od he) but a^ then crie or ooife yaaalsc^ 
Or if tbott anyxrcirnre awake, . 
fiythilki.QddthatformidnuuiolIyTe . . 

This fwerdd through thyne bert^ ihal I ry^ve ; • 
And thcrwithal unto her throte he ftcrte, - 1] 

And fet the.fwerde al iharpe upon her herte. 
No wor^ihe fpake ; (be hath no mighl therta; 
What ihal (be iaine ? her witte it al ago. 
As when a wolfe findith a lambe alone ; 
To whom ihal fhe complaine or make her mene ? ii 
What ! Ihal ibe fightin with an bardie knight f 
Wei wotte men that a woman hath no might; 
What ihal ibe crie» or how ihal ihe ai^erte. 
That hath her by tlie throte with fwerde at herte ? 
She aikith grace^ and faid al that ibe can. i : 

No, wolt thou nat tho f (quod this cruil man) 
As wifely Jupiter my fould fave 
A» I ihal in thy Aable fie thy knave 
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And lay him in thy bedde, and lond^ crie 

That I the fyndin inToche avoutrie ; I30 

And thus thou flialt be ded, and alio lefe 

Thy name, for that thou flialt none othir chefe. 

This Romaint wives lovidin fo ther name 

At thilke tyme, and dredtdin fo the ihame, 

That what for fere of flaundre' and dred of deth J35 

She loft at onis both her wit and breth, 

And in a fwough flie lay, and woze fn ded 

Men mightin fmitin of her arme or hed, 

She felith nothing neithir foule ne feyre. 

Tarquinius, that art a king'is heyr«, I40 

And fliuldift as by linage and by right 
Done as a lorde and as a very knight, 
Why haft thou done difpite to chivalryc f 
Why haft thou done thy lady vilanie f 
Alas ! of the this was a vila'inous dede. ^ 145 
But nowe to the* purpofe. In the ftory* I rtd* 
Whan he was gonne, and this mifchaunoe is fal, 
This lady fent aftir her frendis al, 
Fathir, mothir, and huCbonde, al yfert. 
And difchevilid with her herd clere, 150 

In habyt foche as women ufid tho 
l/nto the burycng of ther frendis go. 
She fate in hal with a forowful fyght t 
Her frendis aikin what her aylin myght, 
And who was ded f and (he fate aye wepyng, T55 
A worde for (tame ne may flie forth out bdngi 
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^^H Ke Upon thtm &c dvf&i dU behold ; 

^^H But ai [be lalte of TnqiiiD ihc 'hem toUt 

^^M Th>irufulare,udmlthuthTllghMiUtl - 

^^M The wo loleUin wen impo&bl* 

^^H That (he uid *1 her frendi* nuke M oani 

^^H AlhaddinlolfciihettitbeaofftoDci 

^^^1 It m ight have mekid 'hem Mpoc hci nwt, 

^H Her hen Twu fo wibl; md b mwo. 

^^H ShefaidthttfarhcigillciitfarhCTUiB*. . 

^^H Her biifboiKlc flmlde dm ha*e th* foale oMMl 

^^M Thai wold« Ac Ml fulfriD by so wkjrc 

^^H A^ ihcy urfWcrid •! unto her fijc 

^^^1 That they fbiyavc,^ her, fbr it wu rigkt^ 

^H It wa- no gylte, it Uy nal in ba mjrgllt. 

^^^1 ADdfiydintieccDliunpUiiniay sue: 

^^H BucaUurDau^t.forthoilhBfudiooB*, 

^^^1 Bea^lK may (quod Ac) of {orgiiyng, 

^^^1 I will nathaTCDoforgifteforDOlhing; 

^^^1 3ui privily fhe coughtin forth ■ knife, 

^^M And therwilhal Die rafce ber ftUc ber life, 

^^H And Bi {he fel adonnt <he call her loke, 

^^H Andufheidoibiiyet godehedeOietoke, 

^H For in her tMynf ) el Oic had a »re 

^^M LtOe ilut hei fete or foihc thinfrlt lay bait, 

^^H So wcl Ihc loTJd clenoclle and eke iroolhe. 

^H or hci had all the tuwne of Komi roolfae. 

^^H And KrMia hath by her cbifle blodc yCworc 

^^H Tiial Targuin Ibuliie ybanUhcd be tbcifoie 
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And al his kinne, and let the peple cal^ 
And opinly the tale he toldc *hcni al, 
And opinly let cary* her oh a here 
Through al the towne, that men may fe and h 
The* horible dede of her opprelEoun ; 
Ne n«vir was there kyng in Ron;2 toun 
Sens thylkd day : and ihe was hnldin there 
A faynt, and evre* her day yhalowed dere 
As in ther law«. And thus endith Locrefie 
The noble wyfe, Titus berith witneiTe. 
I tel it for (he was of love fo trewc, 
Ne in her wil (he chaungid for no newe, 
And in her ftable hert^ fadde and kinde, • 
That in thefe women men may al day finde 
There as they caft ther hcrt there it dwellirh ; 
For wel I wote that Chrifl himfclfe tellich 
1 hat in Ifrad, at wide as ib the londe. 
He fo grcte faith in al the londe ne fonde 
As in a woman, and this is no lie : 
And as for men, loke ye foche tyrannie 
Thei done al daie, afiay *hem who fo lifte, 
The trewift is ful brotil for to trifle. 

Here endetb the Legenie cf Lucre ee ofRcmi 



THE LEGENDE OF ARIADNE 



Mixai, Infernal Judge, of Crece the Kyag, 
(tow Cometh ihj li.tte; ihcucamLll dd the rfng: 
Nat for ihy fake alone irtiieo ji ihii Aorje, 
But foi tD clepE lyta unto tnemorie 
Of ThefcuB the gret untcouchc of 1dt», 
for vhiche the goddix of h^viii above 
Bed wrolh, and u rath hive ukin for ih j fy dcc : 
Be red for fiiame, nowi I ihj Ijfe beginnc. 

Minot, that wai the mighiy King of Crete, 
That h^ ta huiidrid cities lining siulgretc, 1 

To fcboie bath feni bit loaae Aodrojeoa 
To Atheoet, cif the whiche it happid ihna. 
That he wat flayne, Ictniiig philufophie 
Righl in that cyti, cai but for cnvic. 

The grctc Minos, of the whiihe that I fpcLe, I 
Hi> fonnis deth ii comin foi to wrcke. 
Atcathee' he b^Ucgid h:irde aud longe. 
But nalh«)ei the w^li: be fo flroage. 
And Nifui that was kyng of that cite ' 
So(Jiivalroui,that litildrcdithbe; • 

Of MjDoi or hi> hoOe toke he no cure 
Tyl on a dale bcGI ao avinture 
That Nifu) doughiir Ilodc upon the wal. 
And of 'iie liege behelde the macit alj 
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So happid it that at a fcarmiihing i 

She cafte her hert upon Minot the king, 

For his beautie and for his chivakye, 

So forely that fhe wenid for to die : 

And ihortly of this procefife for to pace. 

She made Minos to winnin thilkd place, 30 

So that the cite was al at his wyl 

To favin ivhom him lifte or ellis fpiU ; 

But -wickidly he quit her kynddnefie. 

And let her drenche in forowe and diftrefle, 

N'ere that the goddis had of her pite : 35 

But that ule were to longe as nowe for me. 

Athenis was this King Minos alfo, 

As Alcathoe* and othir townis mo, 

And this th* effe^, that Minos hath fo driven 

Them of Athenis that thei mote him yevcn 40 

Fro yere to yere ther ownd childrin dere 

For to be flaine» as ye ihal aftir here. 

This Minos hath a monflre', a wickidbeft. 

That was fo cruii, that without areft 

Whan that a man was brought into' his prefeocc 45 

He wolde him ete ; there heipith no defence : 

^nd evdry thirde yere withoutin doute 

rhei caftidin lotte as it came aboute 

>n riche and pore, he muft his fonnd take, 

od of his childe he mud a prefente make 50 

3 Minos, for to fare him or to fpill, 

' let his bed devour him at his will: 

Volume X, I 
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And this h^th Minos don ri^it in dlfpitei 
To wreke his fiannc was let al hisdelytc. 
And makin *hcm of Athonit byt thrait 
Fxx> jere to ycrc while that helrrin llnl ; 
And horn he faslith whan this torn m woB. 
Thi« wick id coftome is U> long yroo 
Till that the King of Athenec, JBgsoi^ 
Mote fendin his owne found Tbcfesa^ 
Sens that the lotte is fallin him npon, 
Yo ben devovid^ for grace is there ncitt x 
And fi'ith is bdde this wofol yongne fcnight 
Uoto the coBotre'of Minos fbl of might. 
And in a priTon fettrid hH is he 
Tyl that ilke time he fliulde yfretio be. 

Wei nuuft thoo wepe,owoful rhcfcus! 
That art a king*is fonne and damnid thos ; 
Me thinkith this, that thou art depe yholde 
To whom chat favid the fro caris colde. 
And nowe yf any womao belpc the 
Wei oughtift thou her fervaunt for to be. 
And ben her trcwc lovir ycre by ycrc. 
But nowe to come aicn to my matere. 

The toure tiiere this ThcTeus 15 throwe 
Downe in the bottom dcrkc end wondir lowe. 
Was joyning to the wal of a foreine 
That longing was unto the dou^htrin tweine 
Of Minos, whiche that in ther chambris grete 
pwcltin above toward the mai^flrcte 
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Of thllke townc in joy and in folas : 
Wot I nat howc, it happinid per caa«, 
As rhtrieus complainid him by night, 
Tht kingc's doug^htir that Ariadne hight, 
And eke her fuftir Phoedra, herdin al 
His complainte as thei llodin on the wall 
And lokid up upon the briefhtd mone, 
*Hem liflin nat to fro to bedde fo Tone, 
And of his wo thei had compaifion ; 
A king'is fonne to be in foche prifon. 
And ben devourid, thought 'hem gretepite: 
Than Ariadne fpake to* her fuftir fre. 
And fayd, Phcedra, my lefe fuftir dere ! 
I^his woful lord*is fonne maie ye nat here 
Howe pitoufly he complainith his kinne, 
And eke his pore eftate that he is inne. 
And friltiieffe ? certin nowe it is routhe^ 
And if ye wol aifentin, by my trouthe 
He (hil ben hdlpin, bowe fo that we do, 

Phcedra anfwcrde, Ywis me is as wo 
For him as cr I was for any man, 
And to hh belpe the beft rede that I can 
Is. that we done the gailir privily 
To come and fpekio with us hallily, 
\nd done this woful man with him to c<ime, 
^nr if he maie this monftir ovircome 
'han were he quite, there is none othir-botti 
vt U3 wel tftile him at his bert'it rote, 

Hi 



That Hfo be that hs a «epon have, 

Where ihaC he dare, h» life to kepe and bve, it 

Figbtin with this frnde, and himfrlfdefcndr. 

For in the pcifcm there he Ihal difcende : 

Yc wole wel that the befl is in a place 

That it not derkr, and hath roome and eie fpace 

To welde an axs. ot fwerrfe. a fiaffe, or knife, n 

So that me thinkiih he Ihulde Tave his lite; 

If that he be a mnn he Ibal do To: 

And weflial make him halKi efci alTn 

Of wexe and towe, thai nhin he gapith fafl 

Into the befl-it throte he fhal 'hem cafie II 

To Deke hi» honj-ir ind encombre hii teche. 

And right snon vfhan that Thefeus fethc 

Tfa<f bell achekid he Ihal on him lepe 

This wepon fbal the gailir or that tj-de ii. 

Ful privily within [be prifon hyde ; 

And for the boufe ifcrenclid to and fn>. 

And huh Co queinle wsyis for to go, 
Tor il ii Ihapin ai^ the mafe in wrooght, 
Thertohavel a remedy' in my thought, 131 

That by a clewc of twyiie ashe hath gon 
The fjma way he may returne anon, 
Tolc'wiDgfilwiy ihethredeaii he hath come: 
And whan that he rhi'^ bed hath nvircome 
Thjn may he flif [> away out ofrhis Oeie, IJi 

And (k< the gailii may ha with him lede. 



Ahd him avaunceat home in hii cnuutre. 
Sens ih*t fo pa a Itvd'it funne ii he. 

Tlu! ii inf rede, if that yc dare it ukci 
IVhac Oiulde 1 lengir fermon of ii make * I40 

The gailir comcch. anil with him rheCeui; 
And vihMi Ihefe thingit bea accoidid ihiu, 

Adavnrfale rhefeufl upDnhi»kne; 

the righclady of my life! (quadhe) 

1 fornwfidl man, ydamnid 10 the dethe, 145 
Fro yoD whilit that me ylallilh hrttbe 

But in your feriice thm I wol endure, 
1 hala- a wretchc nnknon I wolyoufene 
For evirmoreiyl that roinhertditerie; 150 

Forfike 1 wol >t home min heritage. 
And as I faid hen nf your coune a page. 
If that ye voucMafin that in tbi« )ilacc 
Ye grauniin me to ha*in ffichv a grace 
That I may ha*ena[ bnt my mete and drinke ; 155 
Andformy fuiiiiuuiiceyet wol 1 fwinke 
Right 31 ypu lift, that Minos ne no wi|^ 
Sens ihu he faw me nevir wilh eyeDfighCi 
Ne no man eUis, Qia! me nat efpye, 
Ei> Ilily and U> wel I llial megye, ifio 

And me fu wel diiGgrutc and To lowe, 
Tha- In [hit world there Ihal no man me knowe, 
To haw my lyfe and to haie the prefenec 
Of youthac done to me thii eiceLen< e ; 
liij 
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For which this Ariadne* in this manere 
Anfwerde to his profre and to his chere : 

A kyng'is fonne and eke a knight (quod (he) 195 
To ben my fervaunt in fo low degre 
God ihild it ! for the fbame of women al. 
And lene me nevir foche a cafe befal. 
And fende you grace and fleight of hert alfo 
You to defendc and knightly fleen your foe, aco 
And lenc here aftir that T may you finde 
To me and to my fuflir here fo kynde 
That I ne repent nat to yeve you lyfe; 
Yet were it bettir that I were your wife, 
Sithe that ye ben as gentil borne as I, 005 

And have a relme nat ferre but faftd by. 
Than I fu£frid yoor gentilleffe to ilervr; 
Or that I let you as a page to ferve ; 
It is no profite unto your kinrcde. 
But what is that that men u'ill do for dred ? aio 
And to my fuftir, fyrh that it is fo 
That (he mote gone with me if that I gp^ 
Or eliis fufire deth as wel as I, 
That ye unto your fonne as trewily 
Done her be weddid at your home conamiDg ; a 15 
This is the fynal ende of al this thing, 
Ye fwcre it here on all that may be fwome. 

Ye, lady myn, (quod he) or els to tome 
Mote I be with the Minotaure to morowe. 
And havith here of min hertblod to borowe, aao 
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Hlhjt yt wol, if i hid knife orfpere 
1 nolde it lectin oat bdiI ihereun fwere, 
forihan-BtuAel WHtyc would msUvei 
By Man, that is (be thisft of my below, 
Suchat I cnightis.lyvin ud niifailo 
Ta morowc Cor U tiJdn my lialailc 
1 ne wold* nevir &o thi* pUt« flye 
Tyi*aty«fiialik«hi: very pfofeyft; 
Foz now, if dul the luth I Ihall yon Uy, 
I (hvc lavidyoufulnuny alliie,. 
Tliough ye ni wift it nat, in my totiatte, 
And aldirmqlleikVyrid you to lo 
«»i.y<.ihljliy(DKCreilure; 
Upon my tiQutbc I fncreanil yaualTuce, 
This fo»inycr«.l base your fcrvaunibei 
Nown have 1 you, »nd aifo iiave yc me, 
Myderehert! of Att^i* DucbtSe. 

Thif lady faiib^i ahh llL-dhaneffc. 
Attdachiihcriely wordea, and al hii cbcre, 
And to her futiir fayd in tlii> nianiire : 

And foihely, kve allfullir myii, (quod flii 
Nont be we ducheffiB both 1 and ye, 
Ami aXvrdt to the rcf^ih of AtheoeB, 
And botlie bcreafiir klicly to be qoenea, 
And favid fro his Acth » king'is fuiue, 
A', er of geBtilwomeniathe wonna 
To r^vc agciirilmaa enforth ihft might, 
k IrIioiii:!'. cauk', andmmely in hiiilghc. 
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Me thinkith no wight ought at hereof blame, 

Ne berin as therfore an evil name. ajtt 

And fliortly of this matir for to make. 

This Thefeuf of her. hath le ve ytake, 

And every point was performid in dede 

As ye have in this covenaont herdis morals ; 

His wepeo, his clewe, his thing, that Ihaf^ Uad^^sS 

Was by the gailir in the hoaie y4atd, 

There as the Myiiotaure hathhis^dwtllyiigs 

Rightfaftdby thetbreathisenfringy . . . .- 

And Thefeusisiadnntoiusdethel ....:. ' 

And forcfc onto this Minotanro he gethe^ ft5o 

And by the teching of this Adriaao-. .. 

He o vircame this befi and was his bano } ' ' ' 

And out he comith^the clewe againo - 

Fal privily, wkaa be thisheft hath flaiiCf • ' 

And by the gailifgottiD hath a baagc,' ' -: . %€$ 

And of his vn^'h treforo gas ii; cbaige, : • 

Aiidtoke his wife and eke her fiiftirfrt^' , 

And eke the gailir, and with 'han al tfart 

Is ftole away oiitol the londc by oigfit^ 

Andtotheconntro'offinapiehiiasUghtt ^ S70 

Thereas he h^id m freode of his knowing \ . 

There feftin thei,.there daanfio thei and §k§t 

And in his armis hath this Adrianc, 

That of the beft hath kept him firohisbano. 

And get him there a noble barge anone^ %fS 

And of his ooootit falke a folrgrei 



WhM Ihonlii I tcllin more here 
Itisfolonf; it were an her j thing i 
la her epiAk Ndfci cellith all. 
But (hordy CD the endrldiin i Ihlll, 
The goddit hire her holpLo for pyte, 
And in the [ygiie of I aurus men may fe 
TheftoniBofhcrcurDwnefliyii*deic ' 
I will no more fpekin of thii matere, 
Butthue this USi lovir cui hei^ile 
Hi. trewlovej the devil quit him hli while! 
Hill •ntitlh ihi Ligndt t/AriadKt. 



THE LEGENDE OF PHILOMEtA. 

TKOuyevirofthcformis that hift wrought 

The fayre world, and bsr^ it in ihy thnught 

Hcentillf er thou thy werke begui, 

Why madifi tbos to the llaundii of mui f 

Or allbe that it nw not thy doyng, 5 

A* for that ende 10 maktu foche a thing, 

Why fuflredeft thou thatTercus wia bore. 

That a in love To falJe and To forfvorc. 

That fro this world op to the firA heiio 

Corrumpith whan that folkehisnamenevln? to 

And a^to me, fogrifly wiihiadede, 

That whan that 1 thisfouUftorJeiede 



LtG. OP PHILOMELA. 1T<) 

Myne eyiii wexln foule and fore alfo, 
Yet lafltfth the veiiyme cf fo long ajjo 
That it enfecftith him that wolde bcholdc i <r 

The ftorie of Tercus of which 1 tolde. 
Of Thrace was lie the lorde, and kyn to Marte, 
The cruil god that flante with blody darie ; 
And weddid had he with full blisfuU cherc 
K ing Pandion*is faire doughtir derc ao 

'J'hat hight Progne, the floure of her countre, 
Though Juno lille not at the fefl to he 
Ne Hymen, that the god of Weddyng Is, 
But at the feflo redy ben iwis 

The Furis three, with all ther mortall bronde. 25 
1'he oulc all night above the baikiswonde, 
That prophete is of wo and of mil'chaunce. 
This revill, full of fong and full of daunce, 
l^aflid a fourtenight or little lalTe : 
But Ihortlie of this ftorie for to paifc, 30 

( For I am wcrie of hym for to tell) 
Five yere his wife and he togithir dwell, 
Till on a daic flie gan io lore to long 
To fene her fuAir, that Ihe fawe nc»JV>ng, 
That for defire Ihe nc wift wliat to l.iie, ^^ 

But to her hufbonde gan (he for to praie, 
For Godd'is love, that ihe mote oui'» jjone 
'J'o fcne her fuflre*, and come ayen anon, 
Or cllis but Ihe mote to her wcnde 
bhe praied him that he would aftir h«r fcndc ; 40 
P'olume X, K 



And ihis WJ5 Jiie by daif uU her prajcrc,* 
Wjih III humbtclTiiof wifchad«, worije, Wd<t 
This Tereut let mike liii Qiippii yare, i 

And inw Greet tyniftlfiffortheifarc: 
Unto hit fadlir in tatve gin he praie 
To vouchcriiin ihic Tur b mnnclli or twaia 
T hit Philomela h'n wivc'oluair might 
On Prognc' his wife but anis have a li^ht, 
And fh^ iVall come to yau again anon. 
My felf with her 1 will hothe cume and gon. 
And as my heri'is life I will her kcpe . 



ThisolJi 



ikyi>K,ginu] 



ft-ep« 



1 



for teadiraeSi of bati Car lo Isre 
Hi> doughtir goo, *iid for to yeve her ler*; 
Of alt thii worlde he loiidnochycglbi 
Butat the laltilere bath (he logo, 
For Philomela with fait tcrii eke 
Ganofherfalhirhisgrace tubeieke 
To fene her foflir, that her longith fo, 
And hym en.biacith with her armii two : 
And therewithal fo yonge and faire was iht. 
That when iha^ereut fawc her beaute. 
And of airaie idR there was ttoae her licbe, 
Andyet ofbeaulewailhc tororiche. 
He call his Gerie heite upon her To 
Thai he well have her how Co that it go, 
And with hii wilii kiwlid and fo praied 
,jU at the Ufl Pandion thus yfaied; 



LEG. OP PHILOMELA. 1ft 

Now fonne, (quod he) that arc to me fo dere, 
T the betake my yonge doughtir here, 70 

That bereth the kcic of all myne hert'is life. 
And grete me well my doughtir and thy wife, 
And yeve her Icve fomtyme for to plei€, 
That flie Aiaie fe me oois or I deie. 
And fothly he hath made hym riche feft, 75 

And to his foike the tiiotl^ and eke the 4eft 
That with him came, and ykvt him yeftis ^le, 
And him convey ith thVough the millirftrete 
Of Achenis, ami tO the 4e hym hroughr, 
And tournith home, no malice he nt thoiighc. 80 
The oris pullith forth the velfil faft. 
And into Thrace arrivith at the laft, 
And up into a fored he her led, 
And to a cave full privily hym fped, 
And in this darted cave, if that her left 1^ 

Or nc Uil nought, he had her for to reft, 
Of whiche her herte agrofe, and fayid tiras: 

Where is my fuftir, brothir Tcreus ? 
And there withall (he wept fall tendirlte, 
And quoke for fere all pale and pit^puilie, 90 

Right as the lambe that of the wotfo is bitten, 
Or af> tiie culver that of thc*cgle is fmitten, 
And is out of his clawisforthe cfcaped, 
Yet it is flill aferde ^d fore awhaped, 
I.eft it be hent eftfonia ; fo fate (he : 9/ 

B\xt uttirlie it male none othir be, 



]iy f^rce hatli Oiia tnltour vdoen a dcde 
7'hst he ha:h nft her of h('r mildwhede 
IMauf^eiicrhed.liy ilringthand by hi^raigj 
La, bcrcBdeda of men, andlhntuighLl i 
She tryith E«(liv with full loudc ftctoi, ' 

/indFathirdfiel ohelpeni* God intieTtn! 
Allhclpilhnct; and yel thiikli'^tM* 
HalhdncD ^Iiladicyeta mori; niilchcfe. 
For (ere led chu flie {Lould his Ihanii! crie, 

And w[ih his twcrii hei tong of keifitt he. 
And in i caaitl made her for ID be 
Full pri»ily in prifone (Tirmore, 
And kept h«r tohii ufige and his flore. 
So tjial She nc r/ij-lit neiir marc tUtnc. 

Oftly Philomcb! wo' is thine henc. 
Huge ben thy toiavU, and wondit fmcttei 
God wreke the, and fendc the thy bone ! 
Now it ii time 1 make an endi fasc 

ThIsTereui [a to hii wife icome. 
And in his armit huh his wife iflome. 
And pilouOy he wept, and Diokc his hedde, 
And fwore her that he fbiwiri hci fnftir dedd 
For whiche thii fclie Progne hath foche wo 
That nigh herlorowfullhcrtc brakeatwo: 
And thus in letib let I Progne ijwell, 
And of hit fuflli forthe I woU yon ceL 



LEG. OF PHILOMELA. If3 

This wofuU ladic lernid had in youth 
So that ftie workin and cnbraudin couth, 1 25 

And wevin in her ftole the radcvore. 
As it of women hath ben wovid yore ; 
And, fothly (or to fdtne, ihe hath her fill 
Of mete and drinke, of clothing at her will, 
And couth dec rcdc well inough and endite, 130 
But with a pennd (he ne could not write, 
But lettirs can (he; wevin to and fro, 
So that by that the yere was all ago 
She had y wovin in a ftamen large 
How ihe was brought fro Athens in a barge, 135 
And in a cave how that ih« was ybrought. 
And all the thyng that Tcreus ywrought 
She wave it wel, and wrote the ilorie' above 
H6w (he was fervid for her fuilir*s love ; 
And to a knave a ring ihe yave anon, jijo 

And prayid him by iignis for to gon 
Unto the Quenc, and berin her that clothe, 
And by fignis fwore him many an othc 
She ihould him yevin what ihe gettin might. 

This knave anon unto the Queue him dight, I45 
And toke it her, and all the manir tolde : 
And when that Prognc hath this thing behold 
No worde ihe fpake foi* forowe and for rage. 
But fainid her to gon on pilgnmage 
To Bacchus temple' ; and in a little ilounde 150 

Her dombc fuHir yiittyng hath ihe founde, 

Kiij 



lU LiccrrrBrLLii. 

Wejiing in llie catUM her fclfafone ; 
Abt ihc wo, the CDiiilr>iiit, and ifacmone. 
That ProgntMpoa herdambcfullirniaLetli! 
Id nnnii cserlcheef' bcm alhir tskcth : 
And ihuittcc'hcm in ihcrrurowc dwell, 
Tbe remiuuni it do ehiT|;c for to uU, 
For this i> all and forar, thi" wb» (he fctved 
TtMncvir ouphf agiltidnt difcrved 
Unto ihii cruill man that On of w!(li. 
Ye maie bewarf of men if that you lifte, 
■ For =11 be thai he woll not for his OiaDio 
IJoin ai Tercu» to life his name, 
Ncfcrye joiiaiamurlheiEroraknivr, 
FulllinU Hliilc ftiiilhn yc inve him htvt. 
That woll I fain, i\ vtr he now my broiber, 
Sol it To be thai he maie haveoune other. 



THE LEGENDE OF PPIYLLIS. 

Bv prove »* well « by loflhorite 

'I hat wickid fruide conunrth of a wickid ire 

That mate ye find i[ that illikiih you; 
But for ihii cDdc I fpeke thi< u cow, 
'I o ttllin you of falfe Demophoon ; 
In luve a falfir herd 1 neiir hod 



LEG. OF PUYLLIS. 11$ 

But it werin his fathirThefeus; 

God for his grace fro foche one kepin us! 

Thus thefe women yprayin that it here : 

Now to the* effedle tourne I of my matere. 10 

Deftroyid is of Troie the cite ; 
This Demophon came failyng in the fe 
Toward Athenis,. to his paleis large; 
With him came many* a ibip and many' a barge 
All full of fqlke, of whiche full many one .' 1$ 

Is woundid fore, and fike, and wo begone, 
And thei have at theiiege long iiaint) 
Behinde him came a winde and eke a raise 
That fliofe fo fore his faile ne might not ftonde, 
Hym were levir then all the worlde a londe ; 20 
So huntith hym the temped to and fro, 
60 darke it was he could no where ygo» 
And with a wayc to bruftin was his ftere; 
His (hip was rent fo lowc in foche manere 
That carpenter ne could it not amende ; 25 

The fe by night ^s any torche brende 
For wode, and poHTith him up and doun. 
Till Neptune hath of hym compafHoun, 
And rhetis, Choru8,Triton, and thei all, 
And madin him upon a londc to fall 30 

Whereof that Phyllis lady was and quenc, 
l.ycurgus doughtir, fairir unto fcnc 
'I hen is the floure again the brightc fonne ; 
Unneth is Demophon to londe iwoune, 



IT6 Lie O^PHVltH. 

Wckc xnd tie werie, ipd hi? folk: fnrplneil 
Of ncriRclfe. and alTo cnfamined, 
Andtolhc ddhhc watalmofleidrivcn : 
Hia wife fnlks coodfJIe hive him yfVfn 
To rckin hclpe uid fouoar of the ^rne. 
And lokin what his gracj mightin brnc. 
And makin in ihii lande fome chcTcriuiKC, 
And kepin him fro wo and fro mifchiuncc, 
For Cke he wai and «lmo(lt at ihe delh, 
Unncthii migbi he fpcke or dmwin hteth. 
And licih in Rhodnpein hym (o tvne. 
When hcmiywalliin him thought icnrailieOe 
Unto the coutte to fekin foi ruccnon 
Men koewe hitn wele, and diddia h^ honour. 
For at Athenia duke and lorde wia lie, 
ABThcreuii hi< fathir halh ihe, 
ThatinhittTmcwoBofgteierenoun, '* 

No man fogwttinallhiiregioun, '• 

And like hisfalhrc' office and of Ihlnre, ■' 

And falie of love, It tune hym of natare, 
Ab doclh the foie Renarde, the foi'ia fnotie. 
Of kinde he eould hi. oldS fathir wonoe 
Withontin lore, as can a drakS fwimme 
When it. it caught and caricd to the brimme. 
This honorable Phylliidoth him chere; 
Mertikilh wellhii force and hit mancre ;' 
But I am all agtotid here beforne 
To write of 'htol that b lo^e ben forfworne. 



LEG. OF PHYLL13. 117 

And eke to liaftin tne in my Legcnde, 

Whiche to performe God me grace yfcnde, 

Therefore I paflin fhortly in thia wife. 6s 

Ye have well herd of Thcfeus the gife 

Ip the betraying of faire Adriane, 

That of her piteliept him fro his bane ; 

At (hort wordis, right fo Demophoon 

The fame waie and the fame pathe hath gon 70 

That did his falfe fathir.Thefcus, 

For unto Phyllis hadi he fworne thus. 

To weddin her, and her his trduth yplight, 

And pikid of her all the gode he might. 

Whan he was wjiole and founde, and had his rcfte, 

And docth vvith Phyllis what fo that him ItH, 76 

As well I could, if that me lifle fo, 

Tellin of all his deyng to and fro» 

He faied that to his countre mote hyip faile. 
For there he would her weddyng apptraile 80 

As fill to her honour and his alfu : 
And opinly hetokchislevetho, 
And tr> her fworc that he would not fojourne, 
But in a moneth again he would retoume^ 
And in that londc let make his ordinaunce 85 

As very lorde, and toke the obcifaunce 
Well and humbly, and his fhippis ydight, 
And home he goith the next waie he might. 
But unto Phyllis again came he nought. 
And that hath ihe fo hardc and fore ibought, 90 



I 



AUsI 15 ih; flcriedotlhuircci-nie, 

That file wai hcrownednh right with a conle, 

VThco thdiflisriwlliatDemnphDnliertraied; 

Bat firll wrolc Oie to him, aui LH him pcaicd 

He would comcanddrUvJt heraf piin, i 

As I reherGii IhaU B worde or Iwiin ; 

Mc lilLe □□[ to imkhfuh od him to fwinke, 

Difpcudin on hisi a fcnat full i>f ynkc, 

For'fallc in love wu he, righlai his fire, 

7'he dcTill !ii [tier foulig both on Rrc ! I 

But of the Itttre' of Phyllis woU 1 wrile 

A wo> Jc or twain, although it be but hte. 

TfainchoftilTc, (quod Ihe) o Dcmophoon 1 
Thjr Phyllif, Rhicbf that ii To no bcgon, 
OrRiodopeie upon you mote cooiplain, i 

Dvir the tctme yfet bciwiit us twain 
That ye nc holdin fotwirdf a; ye laied -, 
Vour sncrc whiijie y< in our hivin liicd 
Hight us thai ye would comiaoutof dcubC 
Or that the mone oiiis went about, I 

But timiBfower the tuonc hath hid her face 
Sens thiik^ dlie ye wentin fm chli place 
Aiid I'd w if timit light the worlde again-. 
Bur for all that yet flnll I Tothly Tain 
Vf[ hath the Drcme afScythonnDCybroUchc 1 
from Aihtni»tholhip, yet cimc i: nought; 
And if that ye the tcnnd rckin would 
Ai I ut uthir Hue loiirb doe Ihoald, 



LEG. OF PHYLLIS. 71^ 

I plainln not (Gad wot) before my daic. 

13ut all her lectir writiii I ne male I Z3 

13 y ordir,for it were to me a charge ; 

Her lettlr was right long, and thereto large, 

But here and there in rhiroe I have it l&ied 

There as me thought thut (he hath wel yfaied. 

She faiediThe Aiilis comith not again, i ij 

Ne to the worde there n'is no fey certain : 
But I wot why ye comin not, (quod (he) 
For I was of my love to you fo fre ; 
And of the goddis that ye have yfwore 
If that ther vengeaunce fall on you therefore 130 
Ye be not fuffifaunt to bere the pain ; 
"^ro mochil truflid I, well male 1 fain, 
Upon your linage and your faird tong. 
And on your teri» faily out y wrong : 
How coud yc wepin fo by craft ? (quod (he) 13 j 
Maie there foche teris evir fainid be ? 

Now certis if ye would have in memorie 
It oughtin be to you but little glorie 
To have a felie maidin thus betraied: 
To God (quod ihe) praie I, and oft have praied, 140 
That it be now the gretift price of all 
And moile honour that er you fhall befall; 
And when thine old auncetirs paintid be. 
In whiche men maie iher worthinefTe yfe, 
T hen praie I God thou paintid be alfo, 145 

I'hat folke maie redin fortheby as thei go, 
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THE LEG. OF HYPERMNESTE A. 

In Circce wbllom vtrt dtnUiag brelhcnic two. 

Of whichr that one wu callid Duuo, 
That muiy' a fiKine bath of hit bolic wonne, 
A< foche r«Uc loiiiU oftimii CanlK. 

ERiooglshiironniialltlicrc WMOUe . j 

Thai aldirmaHe he loved of evcrychaiie. 
And whcD ihii child wabburoethitDanM 
Ehopehimanunc, and.uUidhyniLino; 
That othli biolhii callid wu Egille, 
1'hat was of Ivie tt laiit a a him tiOe; )a 

Aod many' a daughtir gale he in bu life. 
Of whiche he gate upon his right* wife 
A dougbtir dtrc, and did her for to call 
Hypermncflrs, tht yoDgifi of 'bem aU, 
Thewhichechildeofhtin^ivile fj 

To alle gode (he»i> yboine »a> flie. 
Aslikid to the godilcr or Ihe wa> borne 
I'hat of the Ihefe Ihe fliould be the come : 
The wcrdii lh»t we clepin Deftine 
TUtb fliApio her that Ihe muit ncdii be f: 

PitoUa, und fad, aad wife, uid true u fleic ; 
And to [hi* woman it accordilh wele. 
For though that Venus yaic her giclc heme 
Vilh Jupiter compownid fo Wis (he 

yihmt X. I. 
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LEO. OF HTPERMNK8TKA. 123 

To roakln garlandis and croonis hie; 

Full is the place of found of minflralcie, 

Of fongis amourous of mariage, SS 

As thilkc tyme was the plain ufage ; 

And this was in the paleis of Egifte^ 

That in his hous was lord right as bim liile; 

And thus that daie thei drivin to an ende. 

The frendis takin leve, and home thei w^nd : 60 

The night is come, the bride ihall go to bed, 

£gi{lis to his chamber fad him fped. 

And privily he let his doughtir call 

When that the hous voidid was of 'hem all ; 

He lokith on his doughtir with glade chete, 65 

And to her fpake as ye fhall aftir here : 

My right doughtir, the trefour of mine herte! 
^ens firft that daie that ihapin was my iherte, 
Or by the Fatal 1 Sufiir had my dome. 
So nye myne hcrt^ nevir thing ne come, yo 

As thou tey Hypermneftra, doughtir dere! 
Take hede what thy fathir fayith the here» 
And werke aftir thy wifir evirmo, 
For aldirfirft doughtir I love the fo 
That all the worlde to me n'is halfe fo lefe, 7^ 

Ne I n'olde rede the to thy mifchefe 
For all the gode undir the coldd mone; 
And what I mene it ihal be faid right fbne. 
With prptcflacion, as faine thefe wife. 
That but thou doe as I (hall the deviie So 

.Lij 



Til iiftiiliii iH, lij fcJM ifcii ilhafc ■iiB|ji| 
JUBwrag iir,«r tCafiaBn^Ktt 
Oh oTBiypafcB a- Ibr thw br *fc 

Bw A— n ia f i ! ■ apdwpfa ito - M y >»fc ; 
Take >!m. tB de far IbU cadofiiB. 

JU4 f>-4«*BdK(b the kfe oCaiii^ emv. 
IM >tn htrbew, wd fifeiei&B wttar. 
A»] C^ 1 Lcrdt Md [nUr, iS jnM- will, 
Afiirorr »i(bt. G^ *«e I kfl Ufa. 

I snU ^fidd be) fcaic am nnfcfaa. 

Ao^ H« iecsfb 1 karfe ■■ lafaw ke« i 
Hi-te ii.i- (fud be) ihat it be eat Ucoe. 
And ohn dune haiilbanile » to bed Tim> 
Klulf iltahclleplli nt bu dHad atin, 
F'>r in my banc it u jvarnid me 
How tl^it i«7 ne*nrc Hull ic^booeTbc, 
But wl.icbaln'at,«beicf<)t:InllbefikB-; 
ir (Ud ran wfa we cwn AiJI hnc > liikrr, 

TTiii HypCTmrtftia' hath nl^ ha wt* fiiiluB, 
'An-Ifif »p»IIthaimrltirs out of that place 
Sh( p'-atiniid bioi, there wn non nibir gnue. 
And rhirewiibill « coftn!! iititli be. 
And [licdi, Hoeof 9. drioghi di t»a. at ifnc, 
Y(Tc him (a drmke when be goilh tn rdtc. 
And he OiaU liBgc ulong it er the kOc, 



LEO. or H7PBRMNBSTRA. I25 

The narcotikes and spies ben fo ftrong. 

And go thy waie, left that him thinke to long. 1 10 

Out Cometh the bride, and with full fobre chcre. 

As is of maidins ofcin the manerCy 

To chambir brought with revil and with fong: 

And (hortlie, lefte this tale be to long, 

7 his Lino and (he beth bin brought to bed, j 15 

And every wight out at the dore him fped* 

The night is waftid, and he fell aflepe; 

Full tendirly beginnith ihe to wepe; 

She rift her up, and dredefully ibe quaketh« 

As doeth the brauoch that Zephyrus yftiaketh ; 1 20 

And hu&t were all in Aragone that cite : 

As colde as any frofte now wexith ihe. 

For pite by the hertc ftrainid her fo. 

And drede of deth doith her fo moche wo» 

That thryis doune ihe fill ; in foche 9, were 125 

She rifte her up, and ftakereth here and there» 

And on her handis fafte lokitb ihe; 

Alaii ! (]uod ibe, iball rayne handcs blodic be ! 

I am a maidin, and by my nature. 

And by my femblaunt, and by my vefture, 130 

Myne handis ben not ihapin for a knife. 

As for to revin no man frn hio life : 

What devill have I with the knife to do ? 

And ihall 1 have my throte ycorve atwo ? 

Then (hall I blcdc, alas ! and be yfhende : 135 

And nedis of this thirtg mote have an endc; 



A PRAISE OF WOMEN, 
that Ifde d( womCD iU to Ipeke, 
id of 'licin worfe lh»ii they ibfcrTC, 
Ood ili3t ihi;r ncchis to brcke, 
mne jU deihe mote tho jin^in flare, 
irjTnan ■v^n hMHa 'hem to fcm, 
D 'Iwni worRiip, honour, and [afilc, 
ryiriiDir ihey hell coHde ileiiTe- 
'weought firR tnihitikan whuminfre 
bring us forth, sod whit piin tbeiciKltaic ' 
inoMi byrth, and lith frn yere to yen 
'buCly ih^y done therbufy cure 
tepe u*. fro every myfuiiitnre 
lur you thhed, whin that ivc ha*e no might 
' rdfe lo kepe neythir by day nor night. I| 

Llu!hcnrc may trefiy on 'hembut wele 
whom we were yfofired ^ind ybore, 
Iben illDnrrocaure, and irewe u Dele, 
1 for our fjte 111! oftc (bey tiSrcrorei 
:bout womtn wtre al our joye ylore, 
.errore we ought a! women lo obey 
IfodencITe; Icannomorcyfay. II 

:hii is wej knowin, and hath ben or this. 
It women ben the caufe cf a) tightneSe, 
Ijhthode, nortuie, efchewing ol malii, 
rele of warRiIji and of worthinelTe, 
■Jto enneji, mefcc, grounde of allc gsdeDtlTe, 
d and ttiery, and trewe in every wife 
It any gentle' but cm thiokc or dcrifc. a) 



A PRAISE OPWOMEk. 12^ 

Thus will yc morne, thus will ye (ighin fore. 
As though your hert anon in two wold breft. 
And fwerJB fall that ye niaie live no more, 
Myne owne ladie, that mi^ht if ye left 
Bryngin myne hertd fomdeie into reft. 
As if you lift mercie on me to have. 
Thus your unttouch will evir mercie crave. 63 

Thus ^o\\ ye plainin tho you nothing finerte 
Thcfe innocent cretures for to beg^l^. 
And fwere to 'hem fo woundid is your herte 
For love of them that ye maie live no while, 
Scarflie fo long m9 one might go a mile ; 
So hyith Dtth to hryng you to an ende 
But if your foverain lady lift you* amende. 70 

And if ihe comfort you in any wife 
For routhe for pitc* of your falfc othis fere. 
So that {he weneth it he as yf>u devife, 
And wenith your herte be as (lie maie here. 
Thus to comfort and f6mwhat do yon chere. 
Then woll chefe janglirs deme of her full ill. 
And faine ye have her fully at your Will. 7 7 

ho, how redie ther tonguis ben and preft 
To fpekin haf me of women caufilefte ! 
Alas ! why might yc not as well faie the beft 
-As for to demin 'hem thus giltileffe ? 
^^1 your herte iwis there' is no gentilnefte 

hat of your own gilt lifte thus women fame; 
^omr by my trouth me thioke ye be to blame, 84 



A PKAISI OP WOMtN.' IJI 

« 

Thus male fein that thei ben fautleiTe, 

nd innocent to all your werkis Hie ; 

nd all your craftis that touchin falfne/Te 

hei knowe *hem not, ne maie 'hem not efpi'e ; 

o fwerin ye that ye mufl nedls die 

3at if thei wouldin of thcr womanhedde 

(Jpon your trouth re we er that ye be dedde. up 

And then your lady and your hert*it quene 
Ye callin *hem, and therewith ye figh fore. 
And fale, My ladle', I trowe that it be fene 
In what plite that I have livid full yore. 
But now I hope that yc wollin no more 
In thefe pain is fuffre me for to dwell, 
For of all godenclTe iwis ye be the' well. ia6 

Lo, whicbe a paintid procciTe can ye make 
Thefe harmlefle creturis for to begile I 
And when thei flepe ye painin you to wake. 
And to bechinke you' on many' a wickid wile ; 
But ye Ihal fe the dale that ye OiaU curfe the while 
That ye fo bufily did your entent 
'Hem to begile that falihed nevir ment. 133 

For this ye know wel, though I wouldio lie, 
In women is all trouth and ilcdfaftneiTe, 
For in gode faithe T nevir of 'hem fie 
Dut moche worfhip, bounte, and gentilnefie, 
Right commyng, faire, and fuliof mckincfle, 
Gode and glad« and lowlie I you enfurci 
Jm this godelie and angelikc creture. 140 
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Thenfore I rede that to aui liv'u ende. 
Fro ibii time foriti while ibdt ne liiiui fptce> 
'I'hjC we hale (refpaced puifuc to amende, 
Vtiyinf uur Ladie, the welle of ail grace, 
I'o bryiiKin u> aatu ihai blitfull pUce 
I'hcrc ai Oic' and all gode women Ihal b«* Ja fere, 
111 hcviii above, cmoDgthe angikclere. J 75 

LA BELLE DAME SANS MERCY. 

M. jtltj^ Scc'-rt/ry U Ibi Khs if Franu f,aaii Ibh 
Siihgot ieluvcn a ^nllrman md a gmlli'wriiiiiu, icit 
/.,J}n; li, mn ry al be, b^^J Jyrlhfirfirrt^u. 

IIalik in 3 drcme, ooi full; nc II awaked, 

I'hegoldin ^Iipu nic wiapitcd undirbitwyog, 

Yit not fonhy I rore, and well oigb naked, 

Al fodainly my felf rcmeniberyng 

Of 1 matiir, Icvyng al! olhir thyng, 

Vhich I muft doe withoulin more delaie 

For ihem whictie 1 ne durfl not difobate. "] 

My chaise nattliii.lDiniDllatcbf andbjr, 
(All thyng [orgire) ae parte of my peiuuilce, 
Aboke amiLali,iDam.f.ini M,r,y, 
V/hiche Maiflir Aleine m^de of rememlnviiiice, 
£' liief Secictaiie wiih the Kyngof Frauocc; 
'^ nd heieunon a while 1 flodc iDDfyiig, 



134 LA BKLLB DAMC tAKt MnCT. 




What wife I Ihoold perfonn die £ud 
Coo6dirrng hj godc adriftnait 
Mj oucooiiynjr and my grcte 
And ajenwapd tbe Anute 
Wbichc that t had ; and thasio nync 
1 was Tczid and toaraid ap and dovne, 
Jiitd yet at laft, as is cooclofiomi, 

I caft in J clothu oo, and went nj 
This foreiaid charge having in renaeni! 
Tlfl (came to a hiftic grnie valaie 
Full of fiooris, to |e a ^ete plcf^unce, 
An^ to boldly, with ther bcnigne fofirannce 
Which rcdin this bokc, tooching thit nmt^^ 
ThiM I began, if it picfe you to here. 

Not long a^o, ridyng an efie paas, 

I fell in thoRghi of joyful defperate. 

With ^ete difcfe and pain, fo that I was 

Of all lovirs the ntoft unfortunate, 

Sith bv his darte mofte cruill full of hate 

1 he Deth hath take my ladie and maiflrefl*e. 

And left me fole, thus difcomfite and mate. 

Sore languifliyn^ and in waic of diflreffe. 

Tlicn faid I thu», It fallith me to cefTe 
r.iihir to rime or ditees for to make, 
And furciy to niakin a full pronicfic 
To \du^h iio more, but wepe in clothift Make 
My JMvlull tymc (ala^O «<>vv dpeth it flake, 
1 oi ui my f«.lf I fvic ::c ma;:ir c!'c, 



mk 



^^BitfHH 


n mm SAME SAMS MERtT 


i3r 


■riitCD, Cixhe fonune (».i 1 ukc) 




!thir nie nor non otkir doth pict, 
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refDniywyllormyneCTilf.it 




id wen B jr.yfull ihing In write 




I coud DeTir knowin what it menr. 




[hereof my tongut hith no ddite; 




iBjr moulbc 1 Ungh mocliil or liie 




. ihould m»ke ■ coun.cnmnce untrue, 




alfo would have thtruf dtfpiii, 




■ng tmihavefo large iffue. 
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icke loTin 1 levt that to 'hem longei. 




le tberlifc in hoptf ofilcgcaunce, 




die, to make baladcB aad fungn 




hem i> ibci fcle ther greiaunce. 




at was my jayc and my plel'iiimre. 




lie 1 praie Cod of hit mrrcie lave t 








th here within this tombc igrave. 


to 


1 tyroe lorihe tyme » to hold my ptes 




imelhismBiiirfortolreiei 




loviri put "hem fclfe in preei, 




in ii, my f yme i> now forgetc; 




y tlrlnglh the forcir hath unftete 




was fperde all my wwldly richeffe. 




icgt^ii which .hat 1 have Ecle 




I tyme of youth and luftincfTe. 


es 


«.h me kept undirhisgnvirnaunce! 




i God griUDt mc foigivcnelTe ! 




Mil 





Jji LA •■LtrOANI lAK* KiacT. 

H 1 did ncl!y«t TelE I no pleTaunu, 

li cjiiCd iMithic joye norhCTind!;:, 

For when (he dyJd that wn my msiftrcA 

My welfite then ymadc ibc fimc piirchare; 

The Dcth hiCh Ainu my bandit of witn-^tft. 

Which fbiBMhingniync bertflijt nevir jiaTe- 

!□ thiigrRc iboBght Tare iniui>lid in Sif mj 
Alone Ibm lodc I all the mnrraw lidc, 
Tiil at the lift i( happid me M Rmic 
Th( place whenjn I «!) nic lo Bbkle 
Whta EhiE i hid no ftinhir fi>r to riilc, 
.■\nd ai I wrnt my Ulfyiig to (Hirvalc 
Rii;ht Tone I hetdi litile hie bcBdc, 
In a gardio, where tninflrdu gvi to plale : 

With that annne I wrni tut backir mnrc, 
My fcif and I, m« thnught we were ioow, 
I<Dt twaine that wer my rrendin hert brfere 
Hidnieerpicd,aiidyet I wole niit how 
'rheicimeiorinr; awaicirarde I mrdrorrc* 
Kimiwbat by farce, frimnhot by llicr rcjuelf. 
That in no wife I cond my fdf fefcnwr, 
Butnedii 1 mnllciuncio ind fc ihe feft. 

At my comtnyeg the ladie»(*5ri<:b~tie 
Bad mc welconw, God woto lighr genii Hie, 
And made me there every one by one 
■A grrte df le bettir than I was worihie, 
And ofthergracc (hewed me jrrteeurnCe 
V/ithgodc ditport, biciufe [ fhuuldool niaacar 



That ctai« 1 bode O in (tier conifiiiiir, 

Whiche waitomeaftraciouifojourne. I 

The bordlt were Tpred in right lityl fpace. 
The ladin fu eche it. (he femid bed ; 
There were no dedly ferfaunles in the phce. 
But choTin meD, right of the godelfeft, 
And fome there wcr, peraveiiture moll frclhell, 
I'hat fawta ther jurigii riKhc full demure. 
Without fcmblaaiit eilhir tn mofte rir left, 
NotfvithftandyitgtheihBd'hein iiudircure. l' 

Fmong all othir ooe I gto effne 
^V^iich in grete thought ful oftin came and went, 
As one that had ben ravilhed uttirly, 
Inhislan^age notgietly diligent; 
His couuiioiunce be kept with fnele turment, 
■ nnlhiiderirefarrepaflidhisrefon, 
Forer hit eye went aftirhbenteol 
Full miny'alyme when it nainafernn. i 

To makin chere Torely hymfelf he giiined. 
And outwardly he fainid pxte gladncfii- ; 
To tiiig alfoby furce he wa- conftrained, 
Tor no pWaunce but vcrie [hamcfiflnrfiif, 
Fortheccmphinte of hii mofte hcv-ntfie 
Came to his voice alwaie without rtijutO, 
Like a» >hr f^une ■ifbirdi* ctocth nprrffe 
Whm thct Cng limde in fritiie or in foreS. I 



Othir 



•II, 



rethatfctvidinthel 
ie like bym, iiaflir mync advife, 
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But for ta judf^ lii* molle wornll pcoince 
God vote it wu a pitDU) cntmnriTe. 

AfcirdiiiiraiwDClhti'faein araiinced 
To iliunce above ihe folk et jrychone. 
And forthwitbal ihiiheiic man he dauaccd 



with X 



•nrffoir 



nilhoi 



Unio *hcm allhisclicie wotaflironc, 
Kow here, DOW itiert. a> fell bf a<iature. 
But cr rniong he drewe to her alcne 
Whiche ihdt he umfte drede of liTyng creture. 

To mine adrifc gode wu his purTciaunce 
When he her chafe to hia maifircRe alone. 
If thac her heiie were fet to hi) plef«ince 
' AtmocheaiwisherbcautfouHpertonr, 
FoTwho To CTirfettethhli trull upon 
The report of the eyen withouiin more 
He miglit be dedde andgrann undii ftanc 
Orer he fhould hit hert'ii efc rellore, 

tnherfailidnDthyntrthat I CDud gttte 
One wife nor oihir, privie nor apene; 
A frariroofbc watof KodelinrlTf, 
To niakca frgntier for a biinhcne; 
Kijlhl yohg and freOie, a woman fullcoverte, 
AlTurid weltnf porteardeleof chere, 
ViA at her efe, withoutiD wo or Imerle, 
AD undcrnerh the Ilanderde of Dangere. 

lo fc ihe feft it weried me full fore, 
Forhevk jnyc docthfore the herte ttaraile. 
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LA BIIXB OAMft lAVfl MSSCVW 



Out of the prciie I me widiteire tbcxfiac^ 

And fct me dooDC alone bduide a taile 

Full of kvii^ to lea I 

Withgrene 

ThelevitiPcicib 

To thii hdic be came fidl 
Wkm be chonglit tiBic to 
Set in an herlMr made fall pldaady. 
The! rcfiid "bcm firo tfaent bnt Mtylffce^ 
Nigh lieni were none of a ceitaia cii«nwic*j 
But onclj thei, at fane a§ I oNid Ic ; 
Save the traile there I had ychofe my place 
llitr was no more bitw4 

I herd the Icvir figbjng woBdirfiire, 
For aie the more the fimr it faym ioBfrhc* 
His inward paine he cond not kepe in fiorc, 
Nor for to fpeke fo hardie was he nooght; 
} lis lechc was nere, the gretir was bis thong^t r 
He muiid fore to conqoere his dcfire, 
} ur CO n.an inaie to more penannce be brooght 
Then in liI- hete to bryng hym to the fire. 

The ];crre began to fwell within his cbcfi. 
So fore Hrainidfor anguifiie and for pain, 
Thr-.r all CO pccis almofle it to breft, 
'U'hen both a: cnes fo fore it did conflraih 
Defjre was bolde, but (hame it gan refrain, 
1 hzt cnc "vras 1-rge, the othir was full dcfe | 
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CASKLlfe DAMK SANS MeftCT*. l4t 

No little charge was laieH on hym certain 

To kepe foche wcrre and have fo many fofe. % i % 

Full oftin times to fpekc himfelf he pained, 
But (hamefaftnrfie and drede faied evir naie. 
Yet at thelail fo fore he was conflrained, 
When he full long had put it in delaie, 
To this ladie right thus then gan he faic. 
With drtdefull voice, wepyng, halfe in a rage ; 
For me was purveyed an tmhappie diiic 
"When I firft hr.d a fight of ymir vlfage : i^O 

I fufFrc pjiii), God wote, full hot^ brenning, 
To caufc my deth , all for my true fervife, 
And I fe well ye' recke fhen*of nothing, 
Nor take no hedc of it in no kinde wif<?, 
But when I fptkc aftir iriy bcft advife 
Ye rcke it noHp+»t, but make therecf a game, 
And though I fc-we fo orite.as entirprife 
Yet peirith not your vrorfAin nor your fame. 2 18 

Alas ! what fnould it be to* you prejudice 
If that a man doe love you faithfully? 
To your vrorfiiip cfchcwyn^ every vice, 
So am I yoilr«, and will he verily; 
1 chalenge nought of nVlit, and rcfon why, 
For I am whole fuhmir fo vour fefvicc : 
Right as you lift it be right fo will I, 
Tp binde my fcU where i wa*» in fraunchife. 136 



tti I.A BILtlDAMf MNiM«*T.~ 

Though it be fo that I cm rot defcrve 
To lave your grace, but alwiie live in dre^ 
Tit rufTrfinie you for to low and tervc 
Vithoul mtugrc ol your molte godelifae^ ; 
Both fiilh and [roulli 1 give your womuihcde 
And my ftrviLC nilhout any callyog ; 
l.ovc hadi me baDnil witlioutin wage or mede 
To be ynur nun and levc all othir thyng. 
LaD^mr. 

When this ladie hid herd il ihii language 
She gaw anrwerc full fofi and demnrdy, 
Wiihoul chaungyng of colour or courage, 
Noihynginhaft, buiruUmerurablj': 
Methinkith, Sir, your thought Ugrcte f<i^j 
Furpore fe nought your Uboar for to cete. 
For thiniidi not whituye life and I 
Id thitmattirtoret yaurbeneiiipcre. 

Thcr maie none make the pece but oncly ye, 
Vi'hiiih ire <he grouad aud cauie of all thb hbt, 
Fjc wiih 5 Qur cyCD the If tiir^ writiin be 
By nhiche I im defied and put ibrre; 
Your plefaunt loke, my very lud^fUrre, 
M'at made heraude □( thilke lame dcGaoDce 
Whlche utiirly behighl me for to barre 
My fiithfuU irufl and all mvne alTjauQce. 



1 

le 

i 



La Dame. 

To tUc in wo he huh grne bnufie. 
And of hi< hert alfo but llippir holde. 
That oncly for beholdyng of an eye 
Cannoiabi^eiopcce, asMfonwolde; 
Olber or me if ye lift ye miie beholde ; 
Oureyen are made to lake, why Dmuld we Tpare 
I takenokepeiieithirof yong oe aide; 
Who fclith fmart I counfaile hym beware. 
L'amanl. 

Ifitbcfoonchurteinothirfore 
In 'his dcfauce thai fclith the greTaniKC, ' 

Yet refoa would ts. were iD remembrauncCi 
Aodllch Fortune oiiily by her chaunce 
Hath caufid me to fnffre all thii pain 
By your beaucie, with all the circumlUance, 
Why lift ychavCDic in fagretedifdainj . : 

La Dami. 
To your perTone ne have 1 no difdaJD, 
Nor nevir had truelie, Dc naught will have. 
Nor right grete laie nor hatred in certain, 
Nor your counfaile to knowe, fo God me fave; 
If iha! foche loTcbein your mipde igrave, 
That lityl chyng maie doe yau dUplefaunct, 
You tu beetle or make yoa for to rave, 
I will not cauCn no foche cncombraunce. 



Whit rr ."l be thM. ma luth 
WenyDghuh uoid«t»idjueeert»i», . 
Sue fervent love fp forclnih iut kh*fcd. 
Tiiu I uiitvircaoi caftia in your chua*U 

Alt niy wcUbre it in youi liuulit fiU, 
III sf^hcwyng oTniureinifclicHiHupBtce 
Whu Tunilt diedt hit ure i> ka q[ ill. 

'ritis Gct.icQe i> njht die [d endues 
Bot Fe»-epC)il«iie«iitih{«rlDilit, 

Bill nh'tilidiacBclluiawcit very fare, 
0£ more mmlort to *a*e the lamiie ; 
CQcbe brthLicufwplBiiiyDc fuU pitoufiic 
That [cle. Gijd wote, Qoi alihif );recill paiai ^ 
And if l«beIoKhuticfi>grevou]lic ■• 

Lf^ hiroic it wu one Ibtowful ibeo iwain- 

Alu I Mudame, if thut it might yon pkfe 
F.lochc bcl it wcie by waie of [^eiitiJnefiii 
I If one foric lu Diake twain well at cfc 
I'hen liyni to deflroic that livetb in diftrcfle, 

fiut tiiy Icrvice to doe foi your pie&BOce, 

In efche»>yi>g all manlr doubleaelTe 

'i'lj m Ac two joiea Jn lieile of one grevanncc. 



Of tove I fcke ncithir plefaunce nor cfe, 
iot have t thrriin no grete affiaiince; 
I'hough ye Ik Tick ii iloeth me oothing pIcDe, 
Vlfu t [nlte nu hcile nf .your ptdiiince ; 
:htf£ who lb will ther ttet'n to avauace, 
'rce am 1 now and frc will I endnre ; 
To be rulid by mum'U goiitnauDcc 
'or yerthly gode oaie, that I jrou calaie. 

Love, ivblch thai joy and forow doth depart 
■lath Tm the ladies out of all fcrvage, 
\.T\i t^T^ily doeth grauot 'hem for ther part 
xirdlhip and rule of every miner u[ age ; 
The pi>re ferTiuut auvjflir hatb otaiantage 
iut whathe maiegctoTidy by putchefTd, , 
inrl he that onci Co I.<ive liocth hii homage 
^uU ofiin lymct dL'ie bought is the richcITe. 

iMiict, be not To Gtiipk'. thui I mcne, 
'•0 dull of witte, To fottiJ in I'niie, 
^hac for wOrdL» which [M be oi' the f|il:ne, 
n faire language painliJ fi^ll pIcEwntlie, 
.Vliiche ye and mo holde fcholisof diilic, 
Po make 'hem >U grete won dirt to fuppofe, 
lul Tone thci can awaie their heddtt wrie, 
\Dil to hire rpechf lightly thir eri) cbfc. 



La Demt. 
Low itfulitill, nndhathagrtte awi 
r<li.iipiii woihing, in gabbing grcte pli 
Ami <nn hym vvnge «f focht aiby dil< 
Would ftlc and knoTe hii fecrew govii 
Andmafcith'htmto'obdchiiordioani 
By chcrcfull wain, us in 'hem is Tuppoi 
Biit wbcn chei fallin into rcpentaunce 
Then in a rage ihercounrailEiidircIoIt 

Sith for a» moche a> Cod and eke Ni 
Halh avauncitt Inve to fo hie degre, 
Moche Aarpe is the pninift.chDsam t f 
Yet grtrith more the ftiute, where er ii 
It'i> batb -1, !»/* »/ta» *a/i -<• dcinte; 
The' one for that othir alkid i«eiprrfre 
And of pteraonce knrnith none certain 
But it be one in ilinv^hl and hcvineOe. 



LA BELLE DAME SAtlS MERCT« 

La Dame, 
As for plefauncc, it is not alwaie one, 
That you think fwete I think it birtir pain 
Ye male not mc conilrain, nor yet right n* 
Aftir your luftc to love ; that is but vain ; 
To chalcnge love by right was nevir fein. 
But hcrtc aiTent, before bonde and promil^ 
For flrength and force ne maie not er attai 
A will that (landeth enfeflid in franchiie. 

L^amant, 
Right {aire ladie ! God mote I ne«ir fie 
If ths^ I feke othir fight in this cafe 
But for to ihewe you plainly my ilifcfc, 
And your mercie to* abide and eke your g 
If I purpi^ your honour to deface. 
Or cvir did, God aad Fortune nie.fiicodey 
And that I -ncr unrightfully purchs^ce 
One oi\eUiS joye unto my liv'is cnde. 

La Dam<, 
Ye and othir that fwere foche othiR fafl 
And fo condcmpne and curfin to and fro^ 
Full fikirly ye wene your othislade 
No lengir then the wordis ben ago, 
And God and eke his fain^is laugh alfo; 
In foche fweryng there is no fte/dfadncfi'e, 
And thefe wrctchis tUlthave ful trull the 
^Vff.ir thci wcpc and wailin in diflrcfle. 

VI :: 



A lightrnme herte, > folie of (ilcriuiici;. 
Arc nmche beCtir the IcJTe vhilc thctabije, 
Theimalcc you think and briog you in straunce. 
But that GJuDcBe will fune be remedide ; 
Rel^le yaur ftiouf lit, aod put all ifali afide; 
Full godc difpaite y werjeth mc all daie ; 
To heipe nor hurtc my will is not apUdc i 
Whociowethmeaut llt'tliympaAeawaie. ^ 

Who hath abirde, afaucoQ, or i honn^Ci 
That folowcth hym ki love in aitry place 
lie eherilhethhim and kcpith him ful foitn J, 
Out of hiiCghche willnot hymenchace; 
And I, that fet my wiilii in this ace 
On you alone, wiltioutin any chauage. 
Am pal iindir, moche farthir out of grace, 
And lelte let by, cheo othii that he UrauQge. i 

Though I niake chcie id every laan about 
For my worlhip and for myoe owne frauDChile, 
To you I n'ill doc lb wilboutin uoubl. 
In cfcbewyng all manir prejudife, . 
For wote ye well Jjoye ii fo little wife. 
And in bilerc fo Ughtly will be brought, 
'■T hat he takiLh all at hli uwpe dev^e 
.^^fthiogGodtvotethacfBrvithhlmofoaugiit. . 
Nii; 



•t plcdh sQe ui olliic iBitrtith [alt, 

ofhlsownetokirjro iiheihillrlV 

t mocheaml itCn lii* goilo name (hnfort; 

• QiDulit not uiakea ^musc, Utll: nt taatc, 

the reqncft were right well Mrcordyng : 

prihip Icnol kept and Titherure 

ihjE it kfi; h hut a hitle ihyng. .46? 
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■ undiriiBiiii tuStuts iliorc, 
■n«ir0n.ll, Civeonily jouf pcrfonc, 
whom yo'ir wuifhip touchich haUetadn 

me, *hi<Jic h*»e no frfon !elfc Qe more ■ 
fodih DC age but Rill in yoor Ttrvicc i 
vc no eycD, no wit, nor mniithi, iu llure, 

iUbtgivin 10 itc fame office. 

X.I />""»,. 
VfulgrcM charge hnlli he nilhoucia fJIc 
II hii wnrlhip k<^))i[h I;: lihitiicirr, 

t fcQkh it with DlhinlmUnelTei 
,yiD that loiigiih honour and noblciTe 
(J noiK othit fllould lull hf anaite. 
,f hi*ovrDcf.>mothi;ha:hheihctcire 
of i.ihir Bi"rlic f"l"Wcth ih* ti»n«ic« 
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7 «^'.d< not vour fcfon »" •» •" 
, % -r^ ^'v ^e my»c l' rc<U you u.kc na h 

^!^.!:I;vch.thfc.minehertcuo.Urh 
T:ra-^" . _.»,..^i;- I ne can. 



LABBLLZ DAMB SANS MERC7. 1/5 

La Dame, 
1 holde it for no gift in fothfaflnefTe 
That one offirith where it is forl'akc. 
For foche a gifte' is abandonyng exprelTe, 
That with worihip ayen male not be take ; 
He hath an hertc full fell that lift to make 
A gift lightlie that put is to refufe» 
But he is wife that foche conceipt will ilake. 
So that hym nede ncithir ftudie ne mule. k^% 

Ij*amant, 
He ihould not mufe that hath his fcrvlce fpcnt 
On her whiche is a ladie honourable, 
And if I fpcnde my time to that entcut 
Yet at the left I am not reprovable 
Of fainid hartc, to thinke 1 am unable. 
Or ( miftoke when I made this requeft, 
By whiche Love hath of enterjMife notable 
So many hcrti^ gottio by conqueft. 516 

La Dame, 
If that ye lifte doe aftir my ccunfaile 
Seche a fairir and of more highir fame, 
Whiche in fervicc of love will you prevail*, 
^Aftir your thought, accordyng to the fame; 
Xie hurcith bothe his worfiiip and hie name 
tVhat follily for twain himfelf will troufble, 
-^^nd he alfo lefith his aftir game 
"^^'hat furely can not fet his poincftis double. 5 94 



lA BIELLK fiASlfB 8ARS ASERCt* tSS 

La Dame. 
Of mc get yc rigjht noght, this is no fable, 
1 will to you be neithir hard no^ flraite. 
And right will not no man cuftomable 
To thinke ye ihould be fore of my conceite; 
Whofechiihforvme his he the recette; 
Othir counfaile can I not fele nor fe, 
Nor fot to lerne I cad me not to* awaite, 
Who will thereof let hym alTsMe for me. ^< S5 ^ 

Vamant, 
Ones mud it be afiaied, that is no naie. 
With foche as be of reputacion. 
And of true love the right honour to pate 
Of fre hartis gottin by dncraunfome^ 
For frewil holdith this opinion, 
That it is grete durelfe and difcomforte 
To kepe a herte in fo (Iraite a priibn 
That hath but one bodie for his difporte* 5^^ 

La Dame, 
1 knowe fo many caufis marvellous 
That I nrull nedc of refon thinke certain 
Soche avinture is wondir perilous. 
And yet well more the coming backe again, 
Gode or^^orfliip thereof is feldome fcnc, 
Where I nc will make any foche arate, 
.^s for to finde a plefaunce but baraine 
""When it ftall coft fo dere the firft aflait;. 5 j% 



LA ItLLt VAUI tAttI KIRCt. t 

LaDtmi. 
The worul iriglit wbM niaie be think or ftjt 
"ttie coDtiarit of >I1 joye aod gUdnelTe, 
A ickt bodie. hit thogght a fcrre alwiie 
From 'hem chu lelm do fore nai <ickcDefle ; 
Thu» hurtiiben of dWer* bnCneffe, 
Whiche loTc hub putt onto greu hind^nancc, 
.And truthe ilfo put in forgctfubelTa, 
When thci full fore begia lo'Ggh alkaunce. C 

Now God dcfeode but he be faarm^lcfTe 
Of »U worflup or gode ihit mail befall 
That to werft taainith by hii leudencfle 
A gift of griue'or any chyag at all 
That his ladie Toachfafe upon hym rail. 
Or eherifli hym in hon^nraWe wifej 
Id that defaute what er he be that fail 
Defervith mote then deth to fuf&e twife. ( 

La Dumr. 

Thtreisnojndge ifet on fochc trefpare, 
ly whiche of right love mate recDVtrcdbe, 
One curlith fall, an otliii doth manace. 
Yet dyich none, a< farre a) i can fe, 
But kepe ther gourfe alwaie in one drgrc, 
And'cvirmdie ther labour docth encrefe 
Tn bryng ladici, by tter grett fobtilte, 
-F-^iroihiri gilte, in forowe and difefe. 
/Wm< X, o 



A)I,be ii fa one (loMli fo gide offence 

it nil 19 nu ^cddc HOT put to do juQice, 
' Right ir<11 1 wocc hyin goiinilh no ict-;ntt, 
ilutheiDullendfmfultniifchevoniwire, 
Anduil evir faieJ God will hym difpifc. 
For fiJilicd » aU full of oimdoclTc, 
That fail w»Hhip m? j ner luve entiiptile 
Wbeie JEicigaiih and hath the wilfulnellc. 
Za Dami. 
of thit have the! na ^rrtf fcrr ncnr > daifc, 
Sijchc a> will (uie and numtaJD it thereto, 
Thlt a=dfjll tnithe is Diiliyng for to praife 
In 'heai tWt kept it long in jrele or wo, 
Thcic buliehcttii pslTn to and fro, 
Thei b< fo well rcclaimid to die lure. 
So well lernid 'hem to withholde alfo, 
■ Aadaltodiaungflvhtr love Onjuldbeft endure 

■VVIicn one hath fa hi> li-.rte in flable wjfa 
III (•Khc a place a>i« both egode and true 
H?fnDuidnr,iflii, but doe Tortile hUfervice 
AlK-aie withoutin chaimge of any newe ! 
A ' fone as Icve bsginniib to remewe 
■-^!1 plefaaiiie goeth anone in lity! fpace ; 
■'"' f'T my panic that ftiaU 1 efcbue 
\i hiis that ths foule a'jidilh in his place. 
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Li^amant. 

To love trucly there as it ought of right 
Yc maic not be millakin doutilcfle. 
But ye be foule difccvid in your fight 
By your light underftandyng as I geffc. 
Yet maic wc well repelc your bufinelTe, 
And unto refon have fome attendaunce, 
Moche bettir than to* abide by iimplenes 
The fcblc foccouxis of difpcraunce. 6$% 

Jj'amani. 

Refon, counfaile, wifedome^ and gode advife, 
Ben undir love arreftid cvcrichone. 
To whiche I can accorde in every wife. 
For thei ben not rebel! but flill as ftone ; 
Ther will and myne be medlid all in one. 
And thenK'ith boundin with fo firong a chain. 
That as in *hem departyng ihall be none, 
«Qut pitie breke the ni ightie bonde atwain* 6^0- 

La Dame. 

Ye love not your felf, what cvir yc be. 
That in love flandc fubjetSi: in every place, 
And of your wo if ye have no pite 
Othirs pite bileve not to purchace. 
But be fullie aifured, as in this cace, ^ 
I am alwaie undir one ordinaunce ; 
To havin bettir truft not aftir grace, 
■ Aad all that le vlth take to your plefaunce. C63 

Oij 
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La Dame, 

l^itie of ri{;ht ought to be refonable. 
And to no wight do grete difavauntajre. 
There as is nede it (hould be profitable. 
And to the pitous ihewyng no domage : 
If a ladie will doe fo grete outrage 
To ihewe pitie and cauTe her owne debate, 
Of foche pitie comith difpitous rage, • 
^od of foche love Alfo right dedly hate. ; co 

L*amanim 

To comfort *hem that live all comfortlcflc 
That is no harme, but comfort to your name, 
lut ye that have a herte of foche durefifc, 
And a faire ladie*| I muft affirme the fame, 
If I durft faie, ye winne all this defame 
By crulltie, whiche littith you full ill, 
But if pitie, whiche maie all this attain, 
Jo your high hcrte maie reft and tary flill • ? c 8 

ZtO Dame, 

What er he be that fiieth he lovith me. 
And paravcnturc \ levc well it be ioy 
Ought he be wrothe, or (hould I blamid be. 
Though I did not as he would have me do-c ? 
If I medlid with foche or othir moe 
It might be callid pitie niercilcfle^ 
And aftifward if 1 (hould live in wo 
Then to rcpetJt it were to latfc I gefle. *. •. 1 6 
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KA BILL! DAME SAKS If 1)LCT« l6$ 

La Dame. 
aU Boucb in coarc hach grete commaundement, 
man fludieth to faie the wcrft he male, 
: falCe lovirs in this tyme now preibnt 
fervin befl to jangle as a jaie ; 
node fecrete iwis yet fome men faie 
he miflroAid is in fome partife, 
rfore to ladies when men fpeke or £ue 
uld not be bilevid in no wife. 748 

U'amamt* 
gode and ill ihall be and is alwaie, 
vorld is focbe ; Tbeyrtb is not al plain ; 
that he godc the profe ihcwcth every daie, 
>thir wife greie villonle certain ; 
not refon though one his tongue diftain 
curfid fpeche to doe hymfelf a ihame 
foche ref ace ihould wrongfully remain 
I the godc r enomid in ther fame. 73 ( 

ZMDame, 
'Ji as be nought , when thei here tidinges new 
eche trefpas ihall lightly have pardoni 
that purfuin to be gode and true 
Dot fct by none ill difpoflcion, 
mtinue* in every gode condicion 
are the fird that fallin in domage, 
full frely the hertis habandon 
:yl iaithe with fofc and £aire language. 764 



1 



Nnw iaame I vrell of 
If ore doe Iiuelie yet Ihall hebcfhcnu, 
.S'lh J] msnirof jufticE and piu 
h li.inltlicd oat afihiiet entente; 
IcaiinntrcbutRllhatooe Unite, 
'n'. ende, the ill, the vUe, and eke the TciciteM 
!>4c'ie u be gcde roche hare the putiifhaiEDte .' 
WpT the treEpacc vi 'hem that Ii»e BBtmc. 

I hive nnpowir you lo do grevaimce, 
;;r>r to punilhe noDe oihir crc.ktute, 
But W efcbewin the mote encomhraunt^ 
I'd kupe u« frnm you ill C hold it tare, 

Lii^htlie to catche ihefe ladies in a waite, 
W^tcfcre *c mud. if we will here endure, -fl 
U^e right ^ode w>t.;h ■ Id ! chit is my conceits,^ 

. SIth that of grace a godcly woniU DDt one 

M;ilc non be had, but aliraie kept in flaiCr.- . , . 

V i|ip:le to llod, fcrbeniaiehereinymone,. 

Ol liie iIurelTe which grevith nic lb fore. 

Ami cif pite I conipliine furtbinnorc, 

Whichc he forgatein allhiiordinauace. 

Or c]> my life to have endid before, 

Vl.lJic fofoncun pat*ul of rcmembrMince. 7: 



lA BELLE OAMB SAKS UZKCY, X6j 

^ La Dame. 

My hcfte nor I have doen you no forfcite 
By whiche yc Ikould complaine in any kinde ; 
Nochyng hurtith you but your own conceite; 
Be judge your feif, for fo ye (hall i^ finde : 
Thus jilwaie let this iinke into your minde 
That your deiire fliall ner recovered be ; 
Ye noye me fore in waftyng all this winde, 
For ( have faied inough, as femith me. 796 

This wofull man rofe up in all his paine. 
And departid with '^epyng countinaunce. 
His wbf ull herte almofte to brafte in cwain^ , 
Full like tQ*die, walkyng forthe in a traunce. 
And fayid) Deth, come forthe, thy felf nvauojce. 
Or that myne herte forget his properties 
And make ihortir all this wofuli peoaunce 
Of my pore life, foil of adverfitie. Sc4 

VsQ thens he went, but whithir wift I nought. 
Nor to what part he drewe in fothfaftnefTe, 
But he no more was in bis ladle's thought. 
For to the daunce anone ihe gan her drefles 
And aftirward one tolde me thus expreffe-. 
He rent his heer for anguiflie and for pain. 
And in hymfelf toke fo grete hevinefle 
tfbait he was deddc within a daie or twain. Zl% 

l'envot. 
The true lovirs thus f befeche you all 
^oche advintures file *heni in every wiTCy 
<^nd as peple defamid ye 'hercv csAi^ 



fg Jinkiw fad >i»H;i» fcyd>maa» 
■\."J ye TiJw, » »fa» Jjee ye be. 




Q[ ho- lb> kacn BiMid n^ 
Wfakbc ^ Tcfae me fraitth b 

O4. 1^ Boiu, Cod fende che- jode paS^gc ! 
CjcTc weDdiTWaie. t« Cxplf of mznm. 
L"k^dl]rclatbTne belike tliypilgrauce, ^ 
An J rpeciiUf let (bi* be tby praiere ^ 

Unio licOLalLdui ihc will led: cr hare, ' I 

Whi re thou an wraD); aher tber beipe to cafl 
The ta tamCte in uiy parte dt aXL 

i'nu. 'hem alio ariib Lhinc humble rcrriic 
Til y hotdfaefle to pardon la this txe, 
F.ii c!» chpu »rt not able in no wife 
'I'l make Ijif fetr app:ri: in any place; 
Ar.i! riiidutmiire bcTeche 'hem of ther grace 
By >li?r fav..uraDd rupportacion 
Tu like iDgnthurGdc TTanUacion, 

Ih.. *h[ch C0.I w:jie Qandiih fall dcfKlute 
0( I !.jijuin«, uf iBciie, and colourt, 
i,'l<(.'iis a bc^Mkidwiibaut refute 
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Upon a plain to abide all manir fhowers : 

I can no more but alke of 'hem focours 

At whofe requeil thou wer made in this wife, 

Commaundyng me with body and fervife. 847 

Right thus I make an ende of this proiTes, 
Befechyng hym that all hath in balaunce 
That no true man be vexid caufeleffe 
As this man was, whiche is of remembraunce ; 
And all that doen ther faithfull obfervaunce. 
And in ther trouth purpofe 'hem to endure, 
I praie God fende *hem bettir avinture. S54 

Explmt. 



THE ASSEMBLE OF LADIES. 

A gentletvoman dreameth ibatjhefeetb a greate mtmher nf 
Ladietput up'tbeir billaof complaint htf ore a judge ^ ulo 
promifeih to relieve tbeir grievances. 

In Septembre\ at the fallinge of the lefe. 

The frefhe cefon was altogidir done, 

And of the corne was gathirid the fhefe. 

In a gardine, aboute twayne aftir none, 

Ther were Ladies walking, as was ther wone, 

Foure in nombre, as to my minde dothe fall, 

And I the fifthe, the fimplift of 'hem al. 7 
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And) foth to fay, feme were ful fcrre beliln Jc, 
And right anon as ferforthe as the bell, 
Othir there were fo maild in ther mindc 
Al waics were podc for 'hem both eft and weft ; 
Thus went they forth and had but lityl reft. 
And fome ther courage dyd *heni fore aiTaile, 
For very wrathe they dyd ftcp o*er the raile ; 4% 

And as they fought *hem felvin to and fro 
I gate my felf a lityl avauntage, 
Al forweried I might no furthir go, 
Though I had won right grctc for my viage. 
So came I forthe into a ftraite paiTage, 
Which brought me to an herbir faire and grcne, 
Ymade with bench is ful crafty and clcne ; 4 a 

That as ine thoughtio there might no creture 
Devife a bette by dewe proporcioun, 
•Safe it was clofid wel I you enfure. 
With mafonrye of compace en viroun, 
Ful fecretly with ftairis goyng down 
In myddesthe place with turning whcle certain. 
And upon that a potte of margelaine, j 6 

With margcrettes growingc in ordiosunce 
To ftiewc 'hem felfe as folke went to and fro, 
That to beholde it was a grcte plefaiince. 
And how they were accompainid with mo, 
Ne momblifncffe and foncnefte alfo. 
The poure penfis were net dillogid there, 
Ne, God wore ther plate was every where. <6 1^ 

roUnt X. P 
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1i [ "milt fii liiMJiMai ■<■>■>, 
A< C: 1 ir bn)>lK, ^riagiiC ■■ felK • wife 

BtU-L-'J::; wcl tfcb dckdiblc pbc^ 

f'.^rr.cn.birici; olaamj dtvuinsB 
; lyOK ^ofid yon wkk fighi* dcfi^ 

I l-jt c; d owoe, whI tbc» I &1 adcpc 

^.i.d at I £cpt me ibougbl then cue t» ■> 
y :.' /lu'Dinic meulr of llalun, 
'^r -^ v.i,:lhip(hefiinuifarlobe, 
■■.ti '. v'J, n'.tfi:f:>, I ut bv mcfare, 
! '.'..litiniuDcefbUi'iklwioiiJdanare', 
-r -.uiijurtbUweal thitfllchadapoD; 
vr.'Tt.jmenoiiwtmhu'fclteal'iRe. 

•ill ws-cr.tbr*edrid catiialj 
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TSt A88KMBLC OP LADIES. 

rSo f urthirmore to fpekin was I boldc. 
Where flic dwcllid I prayed her for to fay ? 
And (he agaice ful curtifly mc tolde, 
My dwelling is and hath be many' a day 
With a lady. What lady ? I you pray. 
Of gret eilate, thus wame I you (quod (he.) 
What cal ye her ? Her name is Loyalte. gi 

In what office flande ye or what degre ? 
(Quod I to her) that would I wete right faine. 
I am, (qiiod fhe) unworthy though ( be. 
Of her chambrc her ulhir in certaine. 
This rodde I here as for a tokin plaihe, 
I^yke as ye knowe the rule in foche fervice 
Apertaining is to the fame office. 10$ 

She chargid me by her commaund^meot 
To wame you and your felawes everichone 
That ye (bukle come there as (he is prefent 
For a eounfaile whiche (hall be nowe anone, 
Or fevin dayis be comin and gone ; 
And f urthirmore, (he bad that I (hulde fay 
Szcu Gs there might be none nor delay, 112 

Anothir thing was not forget behinde, 
Vliiche in no wife I wolde but that ye knewe ; 
emembre wel and here it inyour niinde 

\ your felawes and ye mud come in blewe 

'irilyche, your matirs for to fewe, 

th more, whiche I [^ray you to thinke upon, 

! r wordis oo ycur ieWis everychon. 2x9 

pij 



Ab9 fec^i^vatfrsEjOBH 

A< c[ TOUT aC? {Ijwd fc} n fril DEC KI3, 

ii£-<i,( sac >* A>) 111 rey tfac wa; £b1 rrglic, 
Aim! Cili^tait tiat gfjtjhwnun Ugtu, 

A vema (^rig>t favou |;OTimnBKe, 
AT-.d Kct cbcri&cd, I id ]riHi in c^ctaiiic, 
tici frtiirfliirflir' i- j'tflrpyfimirr: 
>icr pQKcuiKii. ber auuin ucm sad pUn^ 
IFhc villi gl:u! c^t^C wold do her befy pome 
Tu !:,tinp f DU thoe. Xas&nwel; 1 &2EeiIaaC 
t'.hyiie,liJd l,yta!rf Dot go ia Cone. 

UTiy (».' (qum! flit) Mid i hiui (arc to go, 
T u jc»ewimiDg in nuaj divert place 
'IV> )curfclawe>3=Jfa [c cLhir mn, 
,\nil well ye WDU 1 have but l^ll fpicc. 
i^i.v. yct,(qBOdl) ycmufllclrae thucace, 
ir wt ilul UIJ men unto ui c^. 
;,'u: ua: (luodJIic) may come amongesyoa ill, 1(7 
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•t one, than ? faid I : cigh, Btntdkite! 

t have I done ? I pray you tel me that. 

s by my lyfe I trowe but wel, (quod flie) 

r I can bylevc there is fomwhat, 

for to faye you trouthe more can I tut; 

cflions I may nothing be to large ; 

Idle muft too furthir then my charge. I54 

lan thus, (quod 1) do me to undirftande 

t place t« there this lady is dwelling? 

»the (quod (he) and one fought al this lande 

r is none, though it were for a king, 

(id wel, and that in every thing, 

touris hie ful plefaont flial ye finde, 

I phanis frefti turning with every wyndc ; 1 61 

le chambfis and the parlirs of a forte, 

I bay windowes godely as may be thought, 

St daunfing and othir wife difporte 

galdries be all right well ywr'ought, 

; wel I wote if ye were tl^ydir brought, 

take gode hede thcrof in every wife, 

rol it thinke a very paradife. 1 68 

'hat hight the place ? (quod 1) now fay me that. 

lunt Regarde, (quod (he) to tell you plaine. 

ery trouth, (quod I) and wote ye what \ 

\y right wel be callid fo certaine: 

furthimiore this wold 1 wit right fiyp, 

;t I duilde do as fone as t come there, 

aftir whom that I may bed enqucre ? 1 75 
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TltAUtMSLEDTLADtll. IJJ 

I thinkidher, and prajred her to aaotaeie, 

■ciufi; I wouldefehowlhe wisaraide; 

-r gown w»i blew, dreOid in gode maiicre, 

ith her devif:, her wordc alfa, thai Ikide 

lat jucji fuij, uid I was wel apiidc ; 

3d than wilt I, iritboutia any more, 

wu ful lr«we that I had herde before. aio 

Thoiig;h we loki: nnwe before a tllil fpace 

were ful god: (quod fhe) a> I coudc gelTe. 

iwcfure (quod I) have wc nntolbe place? 

daye'ijaumcy, (quod Die) bat liiil lelTc ; 

herfarc I red« that now we outwarde drcSb 

r Ifaippofe our fclawCiip 13 palt, 

id for nothinge 1 woldc am we were tbe' lail. tl7 

Than deparcid wc' at fpringing of the daye,' 

id forthe we wentc a forte and eTy pace, 

I St the lad wc were on our journey 

far OQtwaide cbat we mighcfe the place; 

■we let us tea (quod I) a liul fpacc, 

id ray we a> devoutly as we can 

Paiir nijliriot Sunt Julian. 334 

With al ray Uertc; lalTent with gadcwil; 

cich bettir fbal we fpedc whan we have done. 

lU Caried we and laid it every dylj 

id whaQ the day w^ paft faire aftir nooe 

; fawe a place, aad thidir came we foae, 

lichc rounds aboute wag cloljd with a wal, 

aioge to me full like an hoTpitall, 331 
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Difcrecion Purveiour. 
wente we forth and met at avinture 
woman, an officir feminge; 
^our name f (quod I) tell, godc creture. 
•n, (quod ihe) without Icfinge. 
:re (quod I ) is your moil abidinge ? 
uod ihe) this office of purchace, 
inreyour that longith to this place. a66 

Acquayntaunce Herbyger. 
OTe ! (quod I') in al your ordinannce 
ler name that is the hcrbigere \ 
(quod ihe) her name is Acquaintaunce, 
a of right gracious manere. 
li, (quod I) what ilraungirs have ye here ? 
(quod ihe) of high degre ne lowe, 
: firil, as ferforth as I knowe. 273 

Cotmtinaunce Porter. 
irith talis we came fb-eight to the yate, 
ge woman departld was and gone, 
ligence, and knockid fail thereat, 
/ithput? (quod Countiuaunce anone.) 
|Uod I) fayre iiilir, here is one. 
ne? (quod ihe) and therwithal ihe lough, 
ice ; ye knowe me wel ynoughe. .289 

opened ihe the gate, and in we go ; 
irdis faire ihe faide full gentilly, 
'ckome y wis ; arc ye no mo I 



And for my worde I have nonf, this is tren ; 
•t IS yiiough that my clothing he bkwe. 
As here before I bad com maun ilc men t. 
And lo to do I am right well content. 

"W tel Die this 1 jitay you hertilye, 
^1^" flcward here, fay me whnt is her nwne : 
She hight LargilTe, I fay you forily, 
A fairc lady, and of light noble fan.e, 
Whanyc her fe ye wil tei«rie the fame. 
And undirher to byd you welcome al 
^■hecfl U Iklehier, matflial ofihe hal. 

Now al [hii while that yt hire Isry ftlH 



^*«tu 



J^' ye, (quod I) and tl* 1 were behinde; 
^'''«r« inhere one, te! nic, that 1 may llnde 
^ ** ^hom chat 1 may ^h^,lwe my matii. plaine? 
"-'j- Cquo*! Sii'A "nto tiie chambirlai„c. 
;?.ffli«,i,-«««i.> CLtalu-riami. 
^^C ./j.in'l>irla'i!e,(qo(idl)anilfayjetrew« 

leil„ ' ^^dc;i«Jiohi:rlov,-lyerewe. 

,t.'^fa„*»-e her n^jne many wife. 
^ VV*_ ^ __3^^ 11,^) ,o (hcwe yon in rubttauncc, 
LiELemsmbrjunc 









\ fe com^i^o *> ., /quod '^ ^ , 

i 
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Thus as we ftode togydir (he and 1, 
Even at the yate my fclawes were echonc, 
So met I 'hem (as me thought was godely) 
And bade 'hem welcome al by one and one : 
Then came forth Couotinaunce to us anone, 
Ful hertily, Faire fiftirs al, (quod (he) 
Ye be right welcome into this countre. 371 

I counfayle you to take a litil reft 
In my cbambre, if it be your plefaunce ; 
IVhan ye be there me thinke it for the beft 
That I go in and cal Ptrfeveraunce, 
Bycaufe (he is one of your acquaintsnnce. 
And ihe alio wil tel you every thinge 
Howe ye (hal be rulir of your comiugc. 3 7S 

My felawes al and 1, by one advife. 
Were wel agreed to do lykc as (he faydc; 
'*han we began to drefle us in our gife, 
liat folke (houlde fay we were not unpurveide, 
od g^ode wagirs a.mong us there we laide 
hiche of us was atirid mofte godeleft, 
id of us al whiche ihulde be- praifid heft. 3 85 

The portir came and brought Perlbvcraunce, 
wclcoinid us in curteife manere ; 
nke not long (quod (he) of your attendaunce, 
I go fpeke unto the hcrbigerc, 
ihe may purvey for your lodging here, 
wil I go unto the chambirlaine 
eke for you, and come anone 3gaine. ^^z 

vme X, <Jt^ 



AniJ wLin that Hie depanid was and pux 
M'e five (olkwcDoiiagmEhotiE the wal. 
So (jrei pepk, ilut Dombrc coode ™t^ naor, 
Inj-dia the^ were, aad geoiil women al, 
Clothi J in tltwe, echoM her wonk *aliali 
But /or to knowe htt woiJe or berdevife 
They camt fa tbicke I DC nigfat in an vife. J 

And where I ftwk Oie cime areigbt BDCanu) 
\t ben (quad Ibe) of mb aide acquauitauiue^ 

Yi,a 10 enqnerc the boldic wolde f be 
H'hai wcrde ihey berc «he aftir her ileerci 



I you pi»y 






Aitd i IhaU kepc ii clofe on wairaniife. IP 

We ben Etc Udiea (quod \)idatf<TC, 
And gentil women (out in campany, 

\*'hen tbey begin lo opiii iher matere 

1'han Qial ye knowe [her wordis by aai by; 

Bill 11 for me 1 have none verily, 

j^ndfa J tulJeCountinaunce hereticrore: 

jVI mill arayitb[ewe, whit iitdith mort ? 4 

Nowe then (quod Ibe) I wol go backc agiine 
Tint ye mayhaveknowlcgc -what yc fliulddD. 
Tn foih [qnodi) iiye wolde take the painc 
\c dyd right moche for us if ye dyd lo. 
The larhirlpedethefonir may tfc go; 
(Jrtitcofle alway there i* in taryinge, 
AodiuDgctofcwc itib a wery tiiingt. 




_ Then panid Ihe indtame againe anonc; 

I Ye murt (quDd flie) come to the chambirUinc. 

P Webenowendy (quod l)e*BrychoOi 
To faluwf yoo whsn or ye lift ceruinc ; 
We hsTe none eln<jueocc, to lel you plaine, 
Befecliing you we may be fo eidufrd 
Ourlrewemeaningihat it benotrefured. 4' 

Then Wert we fgrth aftir Perfevenuccf ; 
TofceheprceiitwuB wondircice. 
There for (0 paHs ic wai 1 grcte conibrauncf. 
The pcple ftode To thiclce in every plan ; 
Ntnrc fiande;* an^^aai (he) • Ulfl fpik^' 
Asd fbrfoar^ftAnirbit I Sal i&f 

Andlinh Ihe gotbe itnoig lien eMrjcbni, 
MikJDg « mythil wc aiight tfconn^ faSe 
More at oar erB,«ad wbab &« htd tb-doM 
' 81iebeekMdeMtD<oiiiewhN«ka^«U, 
Soaftirberwcfolowcdsuinwdlut - 



Vlere hfce Ihe Bi, ind thu llH MAK igaiu. 

Weblne^lwr.urdbnworideitTs; - 
Fal hmnblB tefechteg bg gret galmtib 
laoarmatdnthU««lud1<rw4a - 
Th« fiit «ald« 1m gode My tbd^ntitnfllt. 
Te be welcome, (q^ Am) li UMhOn 
Andle, wbitlcu^^OtiCorttpltfli - 




Ili 






And five ftagii it wbm fct fro ihe groonde, 

■ atuAoaj ial cmioaOj wrougtii, 

ith fourepomellcsof golde, and very reuode, 

t with faphirau gode u coode be rhonghc, 

bat wot yc whkt ? if it wer thorough fought 

1 1 fuppafe Cro thia coiuiirc lo Inde 

Ipchir TochE it were rijrlil harde 16 Gndc : 4! 

For wcte ye *el i wai right nete to that, 

ulduift, behaUtioghy andby, 

lOTC (here was a riche clothe of efiite 

TTOught wi[h the oedle ful ftraongily, 

ET wordetheieoD, and chiu it faid imelf , 

r Dim ifi, to tel yoa in wordii fcwE, 

ith greic Uldra, the bettir I "hem hnewe, 41 

Thu> ai we ftodc a dore spened anoDe, 

gentilwomin femcly of ftiture, 

ling a mace, came out her felfe alone, 

thdy Die thought her a godely dctiire; 

e fpake nothinge id lowde, I you enTure, 

)r hsHiljr, hot wiih godely warninge 

•ke rome, (quod (ht) my lady it comlngc. 4] 

With that anone I fame Pcrfevtraunce 

iwe (he hcldc up the capet Id her haodi, 

lis gret lady within the lapet ftande, 

>niyng outwarde I nol ye andirfluide, 

id af tir her a coble compaay, 

Dtidc DOC [cl the Dombtc Ckirly. ji 



i 



Of lh«t naiur). I wctite notiiing enqacie, 
Furthir than (uctiF ai wc woUc fewc uoCo, 
Sn^i.lB(1y<»hici^ was the c)i>iiiKellct«. 
ACtempaaDiKc. feihcly her oune waafb. 
For u^nolJih wHh her have mochc ta do 
In our maittri, andilwiy moronii moret 
Mfid f" fcsihe to telLm you funhinnorc JH 

0[ ihlf Udy, hec bcsuu to diTtrive 
Aljr canninge ii to flldple verily, 
For nevir yc( thcdjyii of my live 
So inly faire I hwc fene none trewly. 
In her tHjiibcaSuiid iniicly ; 
Thtriwantid nought, I daieyou weleflure, 
Tt\^i loRRid toi moD fioiiely crelure. jj| 

And furvhiimare, IB fpckc of her ataye, 
I Ihal tcl ycu the nuniroChrtgowne; 
OFr1ot]]e uf.giilde ful riche, it >• do oay, 
1 he colour Ucwe, of right j^elyficyoiui. 
In laberde wile, the Qcvea hanpng adown, 
Ard wh^t purfil there Wd-s and iu what wiC:, 
So IS 1 tan I Ihal it you devifi; ; jlj 

AttiraroTtelbecoUitandiheienle, 
l.yhe as a^roine i> aiade in pui&linge, 
W'iih gretc perlh ful fine and orient, 
1 li>'y were coaehid all aftir one worchiilg, 
M'ith diam^ileiin Aedeof powditing, 
'I he ilcvi, and the pui&ll of > fife, 
'llicy wtiiinnadealibeinevciy wife j$% 



r 



TSC AUEMJLt or XAOIIt. jg; 

Aboute her ine^e a forte of (aire robyesy 
la white flooris of right fine enamaile. 
Upon her hed fct in the furift wife 
A circle of grete baliii of entaile. 
That in emeft^ lo fpekfi ^withbstin £Aile> . < 
For yonge «n4 iUe and every manir ago 
ll^vasa worktetolpitcnonhervifage.' : 539 

Thni coDiing forth to-fit in her eftate^ .-. : .- . 
ria her prefence we.]uide4 down evcrychbae, 
Freienting'oa> hyllii; and wbt« yo what i 
Vul hnmhly file toke 'hsm hy one and one : 
Whan we had dona than camedieyalaAooe : , 
And did theiame eche aftir her imuKfo, , • 
*Kiielingatoneiandrifingealinliere. 546 

Whan this waa don^ and file let in her filace; 
The chambirhuniB flie did unto her cal. 
And file godely coming to her apace, . . ■ 
Of her ententhnowflngenothiqg at al* - : 
Voyde backe the prefe (quod flie) np (o the wall. 
Make large roaie, but loke that ye do not tary, 
And take thefe byllit to the feoretary. S53 

The chambirlaiDe did her commavndteuiDty 
And came againe affile was byd to dO| 
The fecretary there beyng prdfeiit 
' The byHis were delivered her alio. 
Not onely ours but many othir mo. 
Than the lady with godeadviic againt 
Aiione with al callid her chambtrlaise. s ^o 



vr.4 A" bai"--tS»» ■«"*'■ 



J'ol 



her word wib in this ' 
and thus Ihe did compJaine, 



lad be guf rduaed for her ferij 
ike as flic that tolcc the paine, 
coude in no wife h<r re&raine, 
[c fevrc until herprefcncc, 
ie, to harin rccompencf . 
lore, cofpeke of athir cwainc, 
wrote aftir her fanlafy 
•H, and for to lel you plaiue 

d, there was grete tefon why ; 

;nibre in this matere 

the prarelTc al iu fere, 

a made camplaiaioge in her gife, 

ifCt her comfortc, and gbdnclTe, 



c, for in 



irwifc 



D DO point of ftableneflc; 
rwele.outofairikitnelTe, 
leCring of her high grace 
: her remedy in thii cafe, 
imde her bil, and that Die (aid, 
Ife, There as flic loiid bcft, 
flie were wrothe or wele ipaide, 
t fe trhan that flie nole fainell, 
itbe (he was in ^ery erneftj 
rde, Bi ferforth as 1 wole, • 

In, right ihui (he wrote. 







Kontct'iire no thmkc tor ai her fodt JHenti 
Olhi'r com forte tu wantid ikHKroMiEBg, 
Aod Td alid il gic*id bcr nDChinf; 

DcGriof tur md lowly be fechrng, 
Thu flic wolde fot her feke a bctrir irtf , 
At lh( thK lu>l ^tm bn- daie* lyring 
Steiiran and trnre, and »il be fo sliraV: 
Of her fcUvf folmrhu I dial yon fifi 
Whofe by! WW red ih* n«te farThe whbal, 
And whaf it nMi rdieHin tou ) Sul. 



IDICI. IJI 

Em Dim i/l Die wrote inhetdtTitt, 
id cliui fhc faid withoutin any f^iilc, 
:r tronthc oc might be takin in do wile, 
ke u Ihe thought, vhcrror {he had merTule, 
r trmth fonityme wuwunt touke ivailc 
eicry mittrre, but al that' ittga, 
\t more pytc that it ii fufFrid fa. 6j 1 

Vioche m arc th ere uraa, whcrof Ihc Oinldccompbi in, 
t the thougbt it In gtet m encooibrauace 
moche to write, uid therfare in certain 
Godandhet fhe pot all h<r affiaance, 
in her worde iimade a remetnbraance, 
feching her that £he wolde in thii cace 
ewe unto her the favour of bcr grace. 6j3 

The ihirde Ike wrote reherfing her grcTaunee, 
, wote ye what a pitooi thing to here ? 
r as me thought (he felt grete difplefanote, 
* might ryjtht wel perceve it by her there; 
id no wondir, it late her palTyng nere, 
t lothc ftie waa to put it in wriiingi:, 
t Ntdt vf^ bavin nurfe iiitvfry tbinge. 60s 

Saja aff-ri, thii was her ward certain, 
J thoiRie wrote wiihina litilfpace; 

' he w«»rc-tiil in anotliir place, 

. liuiniliy di-Jiring in tint cace 

ne ffode conforte her furowe lo appcfe, 

at flic n:>^'l:i livin more at hert'i? efe. - C;: 



, ^: - -bike 1 ^ 



.i-T"*? 



We daiAiid bn in ovr wA bonMe wife 
0«r IcfaaAp cdc MB bf ME afo^ 

Satmttnuf Ipwtyulbcrferwtgi 
For w ■« dwagbt we hid o«r tnnile %HC 
la facbc wife » WE hekCn m contenCi 
TloB nk of ■• lokc othir by die QeiE, 
A«d bnb vidol u we ftmldc take oar lc«& 

Altodualjrtbc wHirrpmi^UKnc « 

In mj n^gc, icd cberwiLhal I woLe i 
WbcnxDi I now .' choDgbt liiltbuugao^ 
Al aaSiy md up 1 Ik ^vi ro lake i * 

With that aiwa 1 msi aad nudt ihit Sakt, 
Thm fimpillf rchctSiig the (nMtiDiicc, 
fiiczofe it Oialde Qoi be'oDl oftcmemhraiince, ^i 

Now vtiily yoor drcme is paJEog fode. 
An J B-cTthr to be hiJ in rcmcoibraDiice, 
For [hough I (Und bert aj looge as I Aoik . j 



I toke theris lb iolf gTEte pkCmncc; 

But tcl me Dowciriiat yc the boke do cal, 

For I mnlle wete. Wylh right godc wyl ye lU. ] 

At far lU* boke, to (ay yon very right. 
And of the nanu to ul yon' id (CUaiiite, 

L'ajimi/e dt Dama, thOB it bight. 
How thiokin yc i That name it gudc panic 
ftowe go ; fuTwd ; for they cal-aftir me 
My felawei tl, and I mnU aftjr toDC i 

wei my dRmt, for now iay ule is dopw. 
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